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Your attendance makes a difference! 
 

National Day of Prayer National Day of Prayer National Day of Prayer National Day of Prayer     

Thursday, May 6 Thursday, May 6 Thursday, May 6 Thursday, May 6 ----    7 pm7 pm7 pm7 pm    

in person, inside the Sanctuaryin person, inside the Sanctuaryin person, inside the Sanctuaryin person, inside the Sanctuary 

Theme: Liberty!    2 Corinthians 3:17 

""""Lord, Pour out Your Love,Lord, Pour out Your Love,Lord, Pour out Your Love,Lord, Pour out Your Love,    

Life and Liberty on our Nation!"Life and Liberty on our Nation!"Life and Liberty on our Nation!"Life and Liberty on our Nation!" 

Important changes to our 
Worship 

 Beginning the weekend of May 1-2, we 
will be holding services inside our 
“newly” remodeled Sanctuary. 

 We will no longer be doing a special 
live-stream service at 8 am, instead, 
the 10 am live service will be 
streamed. 

 We will hold Bible Study in the 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday at 6:15 
pm and Sunday at 8:45 am. 

 If you have any questions about any 
of these changes, please reach out 
to me (Pastor Utecht) ~~~~ 818-730-7955 

Join us! 

∗ Do you have any questions you’ve always wondered about the faith or 
some modern issue but never bothered to ask?  

∗ Maybe there’s some bit of churchly history you’ve been curious about?  
∗ Have you wondered what is going on in some particular Bible passage 

you’ve read?  

∗ Or perhaps you simply have some ideas, comments, or concerns you’d like to share.  

On Tuesday, May 4, at 7:00 p.m. we will have another open “Ask the 
Pastor!” hour in person and over Zoom.  (This continues the first 
Tuesday of every month.) 

Feel free to log on and bring your questions, or just come to listen to hear what others are asking. I 
know I don’t have all the answers, but this can be a great opportunity for us to search for them together!  
Hope to see you there!  -- Pastor Utecht   

P.S. As a side note, I love fielding questions and am happy to do so at any point in the week! This is 
just an open opportunity to do so.  Feel free to call or text your questions anytime to 818-730-7955! 
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The month of April was a wave of activities and fun. Our Easter/Spring Sing was wonderful, 
I hope everyone enjoyed the live stream program filmed and posted by our awesome 
Music Director. The children performed wonderfully as they praised and worshiped God. 
It is a delight to watch the teachers as they work through the songs with their students to 
gift the parents a delightful and memorable program. The children are very attentive to the 

Bible lesson presented by Pastor Utecht.  

The children graduating from SOLCC were all decked out with their cap and gown for their graduation pictures. It 
is a show in its self-watching the photographer and all they do to insure a great picture for their parents. 

The teachers enjoyed conferencing with their students’ parents and reviewing evaluations. It is a wonderful time 
for the parents and teachers to reflect on the many mile stones their children have accomplished. The Zoom 
conferences actually went quite well. The parents didn’t have to take time off from work and the teachers didn’t 
have to rush through their conference. Everyone was on time. 

May is here and the first Thursday of the month is National Day of Prayer. What a 
wonderful way to kick off the month of May. The teachers will take extra time to discuss 
the importance of prayer and the excitement of knowing Christians all over the country 

will be praying throughout the day and evening. 

Our Trike-A-Thon is coming up fast, the children will be in training between now and 
May 28. Classmates will be very excited for their friends and cheer them on with pom 
poms, megaphones and other hand-held cheering items.  

The committee for Teacher Appreciation Day secretly met and planned a safe and 
special day for the staff. Our families are just so wonderfully supportive and generous. 

As the school year begins to wrap up, please pray that our children leaving the 
Children’s Center for Kindergarten will continue to learn about God’s word and that 
their faith in God be strengthened day by day.     

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

Remember how busy we were in the month of May in 
past years? That was a special time for us because it was 
our “All-Daughters Luncheon!” We were on the go all the 
time to prepare everything, but it was all worth it. They were always successful events with all our 
ladies participating and many bringing friends and guests. I believe it was our most fun project and 
added much to our “mission work.” Won’t it be great when we can once again look forward to such 
an event?! I think perhaps we can hope that it will take place in the near future. Things are looking 
better all the time — so let’s be positive and say many prayers for our Guild and our entire Church! 

We are beginning to have more services inside our Sanctuary, which is so 
wonderful. More and more members are coming back to meet in person for worship! 
If you are in touch with any who have not been around for awhile, perhaps give call 
them and encourage them to return. So many events are going on and many 

members are working overtime to keep everything running 

smoothly. To all I want to say “God bless all of you!” 

Everyone enjoy this month of May! See you in church! 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

Still “zooming” some of our Christian Education Programs 

We thank all of you who 
have joined us and supported 
us this past year as we used 
Zoom lessons to continue our 
Christian Education programs.  

With great joy, we are now in 
the process of transitioning 
back to in-person lessons 
for children for those who 
feel comfortable, beginning 
with Sunday mornings 
during the worship.  Our older 

elementary students will continue to be on Zoom on Saturday evenings 
for the near future, but we look forward to offering lessons during Saturday 
evening service for the younger children soon, too.  

Please look for further announcements as we make these transitions. 

by Cindy Hanna 

 
  

COMING this COMING this COMING this COMING this 

summersummersummersummer     

Adventure Island  

Vacation Bible 
School! 

Please set aside time in July 
for a week-long outdoor  

adventure on a quest to find 
God’s great light! 

Dates, times and details to be announced. Stay tuned! 
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The Great Commission by Andréa Vasilo 

“Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. And 

when they saw Him, they worshiped Him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority 
in Heaven and on Earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the 

age.’” (Matthew. 28:16-20) 

This excerpt from the book of Matthew 
is known as The Great CommissionThe Great CommissionThe Great CommissionThe Great Commission, 
which Jesus spoke to His disciples just 
before ascending into Heaven, to take 
His place at the right hand of God the 
Father. This event is commemorated 
by the church on Ascension DayAscension DayAscension DayAscension Day, which 
takes place this month, on May 13May 13May 13May 13.  

What’s important to remember is that Christ’s final words 
were not just a commission to the eleven disciples 
standing before Him, but to all of us who consider 
ourselves to be Christians. When God calls us to be 
stewards – to give of our time, talents and treasures in 

God’s name – we are not only to take care of 
the gifts God has given us, but also to spread 
the Good News and allow God’s light to shine 
through us unto others. This notion is clearly 
present in The Great Commission.  

But apart from calling the disciples (and us) 
to work the mission field on His behalf, Jesus 
also reminds us that He is with us, always 
and forever. When He left this world to join 

the Father in Heaven, He was 
not abandoning us. On the 
contrary, He lives, both in us 
and through us. And our lives 
are in His hands. Knowing that 
Jesus is in control means that 
we can give all of our worries 
and fears to Him, just as we 
give our time, talents and 
treasures as Christian 
stewards.  

 

Don’t forget: if you are not yet comfortable 
attending in-person worship services, you can 
still support SOLC by mailing offerings to the 

church, online “bill pay” through your bank, or 
giving online at www.shermanoakslutheran.org.  

 

Fellowship of Care!!! 
During these unprecedented times in the Covid-
19 pandemic, Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church understands 
that there may be those among us who are financially 

struggling, such as putting food on the table. 

The church is accepting donations to 
provide our brothers and sisters in Christ 
with a week’s worth of groceries based on 
availability. If you are in need and would 
like to make a grocery request, please fill 
out the form at www.fellowshipof care.com which goes ONLY 
to Pastor Utecht. Your privacy will be kept confidential. The 
items you request will be purchased and dropped off to your 
home by Pastor Utecht. 

Every dollar that you give will be “matched” from a special 
fund by an anonymous donor. For example, if you give 
$100, that means that $200 goes into our SOLC grocery 

fund. We will continue doing this until our matching fund is 
depleted. 

From SOLC  
Outreach 

 Committee 
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Tom & Charlene Irwin (35 yrs) 5/3 

Larry & Diane Nixon (51 yrs) 5/9 

Jane & David Green (37 yrs) 5/12 

Mike & Rhonda Renneker (31 yrs) 5/12 

Nick & Kate Palmer (13 yrs) 5/17 

Dick & Olga Robertson (10 yrs) 5/22 

Dick & Cynthia Poliak (24 yrs) 5/24 

Jeff & Chris Gordon (32 yrs) 5/27 

Asmik Gyulderyan 5/1 

Michele McClung 5/3 

Emily Craig 5/6 

Dustin Lee 5/10 

Fay Darmian 5/11 

Laura Murcott 5/12 

Beth Cleary 5/16 

Don Bostrom 5/19 

(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 
celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     

Sandra Bostrom 5/19 

David Quesada 5/19 

Jeff Gordon 5/20 

Robert True 5/20 

Diane Nixon 5/21 

Fofo Lukata 5/23 

Elaine Sabih 5/27 

Cyrus Pan 5/28 

Jovana Tankou 5/29 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

Welcome a NEW Ministry 

to SOLC… 

“We Foster LA” serves children in the Los 
Angeles County Foster Care System by 
providing a duffle bag filled with clothing and 
hygiene supplies to emergency placements. 
Additionally, they carry a limited supply of 
larger items such as car seats and strollers. 
These items are distributed through a network 
of churches that serve as "outposts" 
throughout the county.  

As an “outpost,” our church will house these 
prepared duffels in the loft closet and 
coordinate volunteers to deliver the bags to 
new placements when WFLA reaches out with 
a need in our area. If you are interested in 
assisting with deliveries, please email Chris 
Gordon at animator95@sbcglobal.net to put on a 
call list as the need arises. https://fosterlovela.org/ 

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself 

from being polluted by the world.” James 1:27  

It is a joy to serve the Lord and others 
alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Join us this month in this safe setting to help 
those in need. Let’s be the hands and feet of 
Jesus in helping our community through these 
trying times. All Covid protocols are in place 
and are in a huge open space warehouse. Wear 
comfy closed–toed shoes. We work about 2 
hours prepping food packs or sorting 
donations and the time flies! ALL ages are 
welcome!  Learn more about this ministry at 
childrenshungerfund.org.   

Our May work date is still to be announced. 

Location: 13931 Balboa Blvd., Sylmar, 91342 

Be sure to register online ASAP. You will need 
to complete a waiver online or print it and 
bring it with you.  

Or... let me know you are interested and I will 
help get you set up! 

Organizer: Chris Gordon 
animator95@sbcglobal.net  
or text me at 818-625-5110 
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Mercy Packs 
- our WHOLE church ministry to LA’s 
needy and homeless communities 

A Mercy Pack is a gallon zip lock bag filled with 
daily care items and/or food staples with a 
gospel encouragement. When Covid began, we 
quickly emptied ALL of the food, supply shelves 
and took them to LSS. We hoped the pandemic 
would end soon. However, we will now begin 
again the process of refilling all of our supplies.  

Please prayerfully consider donating supplies 
from the list. Drop them in the expanded Mercy 
Packs Station in the Fellowship Hall, right 
across from the mailboxes. It is set up as self 
service. The blue baskets will be labeled. If you 
have time to sort any donations you bring in, it 
helps keep things neat and ready. Otherwise, 
just drop them on the stage and someone will 
sort them. Cases of water should be left intact 
and put on the bookshelves next to the Mercy 
Pack Station. Once we have enough supplies 
restocked, we will plan a Covid safe Packing 
Party. 

“And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

by Chris Gordon 

Food is still needed 
 

Continue to drop non-perishable food anytime at the 
Gordons: 5807 Willis Ave. Sherman Oaks, 91411, and 
we will continue to deliver it to LSS. 

If you would like to visit the LSS food pantry yourself or 
know of someone who might be helped through their 
services, the address is:  

Lutheran Social Services, SF Valley 

7400 Tujunga, North Hollywood 

Hours - Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

8 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

“Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness.”       Lamentations 3:22-23  
 

Let’s give thanks to those who have given  
their time and talents here at SOLC in April: 

 

A To all who made Holy Week possible this year during a 
hopeful winding down of the pandemic.  

A To the Holy Saturday team, who all pitched in to create a 
beautiful backdrop to our worship, Sandra U, Maria, 
Anthony, Sonia, Fay, Tiffany, Jeff, Chris and Christian. 

A To Michael Raiser, who costumed up as our Jesus. 

A To the Easter breakfast team of Cyrus, Jeff, Larry N…. 

A To all who continue to drop donations for Lutheran Social 
Services. 

A To those who help with Children’s Hunger Fund and 
donations for Mercy Packs. 

A To the lovely teachers doing the Zoom Saturday and Sunday 
School for our children.  

A To all who have help make outdoor and indoor services safe 
for all who attend during these crazy times.     

A To our covid safety team. 

A To Pastor Utecht, Mike and all who help in providing the 
church with ways to watch at home during this pandemic.  

A To Mike and all the singers who created a fabulous Easter 
concert! 

If there is anyone out there you feel deserves “thanks” for 
giving their time and talents to the church, please email me at 

brei04@hotmail.com. 

by Breilyn Brantley 

Items Needed for the Mercy Packs:  

bottles of water & adult socks 

toothpaste (travel size) & toothbrushes 

thin gloves & beanie/winter caps 

cups of fruit or apple sauce 

fruit bars & granola bars 

pop tops: tuna fish, spam or Spagettios 

packets of tuna, cookies  

peanut butter (or plain) cracker packs 

spoons, forks & napkins 

zip-lock gallon baggies 

hygiene items: body wash, deodorant, 
small bars of soap and shampoo;  
conditioners, women’s menstrual  

products and small brushes/combs. 
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Council highlights ~~~~ April 20, 2021 meeting 

♦ Pastor Utecht’s Report: The 
youth Bible study is going well. 

Along with input from the Elders it has been 
decided to move both Saturday and 
Sunday services in the sanctuary 
beginning the first weekend in May. All 
safety protocol will be followed. In addition, 
Bible study after the Saturday service and 
8:45 am Sunday mornings will be held in 
person.       Bishop Hardy, at his visit April 5, 
was very complimentary about how our 
church has adapted and thrived during this 
last year and we thanked him for sending us 
Pastor Utecht. 

♦ President David Seaver’s Report: In 
anticipation of LA county opening June 15, 
post Covid, we will have our Congregational 
meeting on a Sunday in June. The budget 
will be discussed and approved as well as 
voting in the next council and committee 
members.  

♦ Vice President Nick Palmer’s Report: 
The family moved to Oregon a few months 
ago and Nick announced that he has 
stepped down from his VP position. We 
are very thankful for the contributions Nick 
and Kate have made and wish them well. 

♦ Elders’ Report:  Luigi Uwanawach 
announced that we will participate in the 
National Day of Prayer on May 6, 7 p.m. 

♦ Special Report:  A representative from 
WeFosterLA gave a report on the services 
the non profit organization offers to foster 
parents. Our church will store and deliver the 
duffle bags to foster families as needed. 

♦ Treasurer Report:  Leslie O’Byrne provided 
the Profit and Loss Performance Report, 
Contribution Accumulation Report, and 
Financial Institution Report. We are still low 
as far as cash flow is concerned, but 
maintaining some stability due to 
congregation contributions and frugal 
spending. The smaller tithe from the school 
due to lower enrollment continues to be our 
challenge. 

♦ Trustee Report:  Larry Hanna mentioned that 
they would occasionally like some help from 
the congregation with issues around church. 
There are only 3 Trustees and it is challenging 
to meet all the needs. We will look into getting 
a key box that will contain a set of keys that 
could be available for a member who can help. 

♦ Christian Education Cindy Hanna’s Report: 
VBS will be one week in July, outdoors!  Their 
first “in person” Sunday School went well last 
Sunday.  They were able to safely distance in 
the Fellowship Hall. (see pics on page 3.) 

♦ School Board Heather Wolter’s Report: The 
Bad news is LAUSD has opened to younger 
children so our Kinder enrichment program lost 
most of their students. Good news-there are 10 
new younger children coming in. The plan is to 
have at least 30 new students by fall. They 
have a proposed budget based on that number. 
The school tithes 10% of their profit, which will 
hopefully be around $60,000 for the new fiscal 
year. 

♦ Financial Secretary Report: Heather Wolter 
provided the Contribution Account totals for 
March and year-to-date. Besides general 
church donations, there are donations for the 
National Youth Gathering, organ refurbishment, 
special flowers-lilies, and computer/music fund. 

♦ Outreach Committee Rhonda Renneker’s 
Report:  they have not meet recently, so not 
much news. They are always looking for ways 
to support the Children’s Center, reach out to 
people who have visited our church, Fellowship 
of Care and updating the Servant Keeper 
program. 

♦ New Business: Larry moved to appoint Eric 
Anderson to replace Nick Palmer as Vice-
President until the June congregational 
meeting, which was approved. 

♦ Pastor requested to start in-person Council 
meetings beginning with the June 15 meeting.  

♦ Old Business: None 

by Council Secretary Ann McClung 
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How would you complete this sentence:  
“We are going indoors for church service ___” 

 a) Finally!!! 

 b) Already???   

 c) and I don’t mind much either way. 

I know that as the various members of our 
church are reading that question, answers a, b, 
and c are all striking chords with different 
members. This little exercise goes to highlight 
the fact that the transition back to “normalcy” is 
going to be difficult. As decisions are being 
made about where the church service is held 
and what COVID related measures to keep and 
which to discard, some people will 
feel that the transition is happening 
far too fast, others will find it 
happening far too slowly. This will 
be especially true during this 
upcoming month of May. 

Yet as this transition happens and 
opinions diverge, you know what 
Bible verse I would say should and 
does describe us? “Now the full 
number of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul.” (Acts 
4:32) We are of one heart and one 
soul. 

Now, it may well seem that the 
exact opposite is the case. When 
one reads this and other beautiful descriptions 
of the early church, it is easy to get the idea that 
the church back then was one big harmonious 
gathering, where there are no disagreements 
and no contrary opinions. I must admit that I am 
often prone to idealizing the early church and 
thinking that they were of such perfect unity that 
there wasn’t a thing in the world on which they 
would disagree. 

However, the cure for such thinking is simply to 
keep reading! Less than two chapters after 

hearing of the great unity of the disciples, we 
find a controversy arriving among them when “a 
complaint by the Hellenists arose against 
the Hebrews because their widows were 
being neglected in the daily 
distribution.” (Acts 6:1) Indeed conflicts did arise 
for the church back then, just as they do today. 
Yet the church dealt with the problem, 
appointing seven deacons to oversee the 
distribution, and the church today too shall sort 
through any divisions that arise, be those on 
account of COVID or otherwise. These 
problems can be and are dealt with peaceably 
because there is a deep seated unity, and it is 

true that all of the believers are of 
one heart and soul. The unity 
comes not from a lack of different 
opinions, but in the bond of love, 
the faith in Christ, and the 
worship of him. 

As we transition back indoors and 
make other decisions in the 
church, we too are united in our 
confession of Jesus Christ as 
Lord and the desire to gather 
together as a church body to 
worship our savior, and also a 
common love for the whole 
fellowship of believers. This love 
has manifested itself in the great 

patience of those who have been so eager to 
worship in our beautiful sanctuary, but have 
contentedly worshiped in the courtyard. The 
love is also manifest in the understanding of 
those who would desire to wait outside yet a 
while longer, but move inside to worship. 

In the coming weeks and months, it is my 
prayer (and I hope yours as well!) that we 
remain united in the love of Christ, being of one 
heart and soul. 

Pastor Utecht 

A Message from Pastor by Pastor Titus A. Utecht 

soul. 

Acts 4:32 

 


