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Let Members Give Anywhere at 
Anytime 

 Online Mobile Text 

Up on our church website under “online giving” is an icon “GIVE 
to SOLC” to click on, thus giving through Vanco.  The best thing about 
this is, Vanco directly sends the report into Servant Keeper, which is our 
database and where the yearly giving statements are generated! 

As we incorporate Vanco into our weekly routine we will start using the 
many functions that Vanco offers to congregations. 

Volunteers are needed: 

Mon., Oct. 25  

To build a rack for the pipes, 

so they won’t melt into other 

pipes!    See article on page 5. 

Mark your calendars for this year’s Pumpkin Carving 

Festival on Sunday, Oct. 24 after the worship 
service. This is a great socially distanced way for us to 
connect with our preschool families and community.  We 
NEED you to be there to show them what a beautiful family 
in Christ looks like.  Plus, it is just a fun way to spend a few 
hours! 

With the Street Fair canceled this year, community 
involvement will depend largely on personal invitations from 
each of us in our neighborhoods. 

We will have fliers available for you to share with friends, 
school families, neighbors and those you meet along the 
way. 

We have submitted for 
funding from Thrivent 
for this event and 
details will be shared as 
soon as everything is 
approved. 
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September was a full month of settling in helping our new families learn the ways of preschool 
and teachers getting to know their new students.  Back to School Night presented by each 
teacher through Zoom allowed plenty of time for the teachers and parents to exchange 
information and ask questions.  Pastor had an opportunity to speak to the families in each 
classroom and was available for any questions. 

The month of October is here, we are all looking forward to the cooler fall weather. There is a tremendous amount 
of children’s art work displaying all the fall colors throughout the school. Our Harvest Festival at the end of the 
month is always a big hit with the teachers and children filling the day with plenty of games, parties and costumes. 

Continue to pray as we move forward for good health for all, wisdom and guidance as we partner with families to 
assist them where ever we can.  Pray for the faculty as we continue performing our responsibilities as teachers and 
administrators work to maintain the protocol and perform our traditional responsibilities of our ministry.  Pray God 
will lead families to our school.  We continue to have openings for children ages 2 through 5 years of age.  
Thank you for your generous support and continued prayers.  

Mary & Martha 
Guild 

 

I’ve been thinking about all the 
great project its that have been 
going on in our Church.  Even 
though we are limited in what 
we can do, many have found 
ways to really be helpful to 
those in need.  Thank you.  

Unfortunately most of our Mary 
& Martha Guild’s major events 
require much planning and 
cost before we can earn the 
money we need to make 
donations to all the groups we 
want to help.  We will start 
small to help in small ways. 

On Oct. 1, Diane, Laurel, 
Tahirih and I are going to a 
Women’s District Retreat in 
Las Vegas.  We’ll be back by 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 3.  I 
am hoping we will get some great ideas which we can work on and promote. 

On Saturday, November 6 all ladies are invited to the Lutheran Women in Mission Fall Celebration 
and luncheon at Faith Lutheran Church in Tujunga.  We will learn much there. 

One small project we will start up again on Sunday, Oct. 10 are the greeting cards we have available 
for 5 cents per card.  We have done well in the past with them.  The money we collect goes to the 
“Mite” project.  It is an important function as it helps so many people.  The collection combines with all 
the churches in LWML and accomplishes so much. (See above “Mission Grants.”) 

We are looking forward to this month with many new ideas!   Many blessings to all our members.  
Please continue all your wonderful work!  God bless us all. 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  

Pacific Southwest District 
2020-2022 MISSION GRANTS 

1. Patient Care Assessments—Alternatives Medical Clinic, Encinitas, CA $10,000 

2. Atonement Lutheran School Art Easel Sets, Glendale, AZ $ 3,000 

3. Living in Grace Home; a faith response to financial resp., Las Vegas, NV $10,000 

4. Homeless Native Americans Find Hope/Luth. Indian Ministries, Phoenix, AZ $10,000 

5. SUBMERJ: Saving Unborn Babies, reach out to Jesus, Downey, CA $ 7,744 

6. Little Lambs Tuition Scholarships, Christ Lutheran, Boulder City, NV $10,000 

7. Equipping, Encouraging & Empowering in Christ, Phoenix, AZ $10,000 

8. Scholarships for St. James Lutheran Preschool, Imperial Beach, CA $10,000 

9. Reaching Preschool Families w/the Gospel, Concordia Luth., Chula Vista, CA $10,000 

10. An Equine Endowment/Saddles of Joy, Inc., Yuma, AZ $ 7,700 

11. Van Go Home Grocery Delivery for Shut-Ins, Lake Havasu, AZ $10,000 

12. LINC Los Angeles Urban Mission Training, Los Angeles, CA $10,000 

13. Strategic Envisioning, Iglesia Luth. La Santisima Trindad, San Bernadino, CA $ 8,000 

14. Deaf Outreach Training Workshops/Lutheran Deaf Outreach, Sun City, AZ $ 9,000 

15. Operation School Bell/Assistance League of Yuma, Yuma, AZ $10,000 

16. I Make a Difference/Hospice of Yuma, Yuma, AZ $10,000 

17. Playground Safety Surfacing, Trinity Luth Church & School, Temecula, CA $10,000 

(As of June 30, 2021)  psdlwml.org 
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A highlight was watching 
Pastor, and later Rianne, submerged 

into the dunk tank! 

 

Though the temperature 
was quite hot, Rally Day was a cool 
celebration of our new year of Christian 
Education.   

We began the weekend with our worship services, 
Bible studies and in-person classes for children.  
After worship on Sunday, we celebrated at the 
parsonage with lunch, water balloons, games, a 
scavenger hunt, and Bible quiz questions.  

We look forward to having all of 
our children join us in person 
this fall either at Saturday 
School or Sunday School as we 
learn more about the 
foundations of our faith and 
answer questions of who God is. 

 
AND the pie eating contest!!! 

Thank you to all who helped 
set up and clean up! 

by Cindy Hanna 
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The SOLC Prayer Chain has 

been very active during this time of 
COVID-19 closure! This is a wonderful 
way to stay connected and do what 
God has called us to do - be a ‘house 
of prayer!’ You may submit prayer 
requests to Chris Gordon at 
animator95@sbcglobal.net where we have 
a dedicated group of prayer warriors 
lift your needs to the Lord.  

If you would like to be on the list to 
RECEIVE the requests of others so 
you too can lift them in prayer, let 
Chris know the best email for you to be 
added to the emailing. ALL prayer 
requests are to remain confidential. 

Youth Group News... 
We are looking for some assistance finishing up details 

in our youth room called “The Loft.” 

We need someone to do some simple framing work 
for chalkboards that have been painted on the walls.  
We have the supplies for it, just not the time. 

Also we need someone gifted with being able to 
artfully paint “The Loft” on the outside door. 

PLEASE reach out to the Gordons if you are willing 
and able. 

 

More 
news... 

Registration 
opens, Nov. 

1 for the  

2022 LCMS National Youth Gathering - In all Things 

July 9 - 13, 2022 in Houston, TX 

Check it out at:  https://lcmsgathering.com 

Thanks for your support in previous fundraisers.  
There will be many more coming up! 

If you would like to spearhead a fundraising event or 
just have a good idea for one, please let Chris Gordon 
or the Hinrichs know. 

Sherman Oaks Lutheran is invited to  

Canoga Park Lutheran 

Church’s 75th Anniversary 

celebration on  

Sunday, October 17. 

The Hymn sing begins at 

1:30 p.m. with the 

Celebration Service at 2 p.m. 

Including the Celebration Choir, 
Praise Team, Jubilate Handbell 

Ringers and Organ.   
Guest Preacher, the Rev. Kenton 
Puls.  Guest Pastors:  the Rev. Dr. 

Ardon Albrecht, the Rev. Bruce 
Jeske, and the Rev. Tim Jenks. 

Stay for fellowship with dessert.  

Canoga Park Lutheran 
Church  

7357 Jordan Ave., Canoga 
Park.  www.cplchurch.org 

Living Nativity 
News! 

Remember the Drive 
Through Living Nativity of 
2020?!   

This blessed and beautiful event is now part of 
our annual SOLC budget and calendar. 

By the time you read your next Oakleaves, the 
planning will have begun! 

While this falls under Outreach, there is no official 
‘committee’ yet so the more hands the merrier! 

Let Chris Gordon if you are interested in the 
behind the scenes planning portion for this year’s 
“O’ Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
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♫♫ 

Michael & Leslie O’Byrne 

(32 yrs)     10/14 

Maisy Villari 10/1 

Sarah O’Byrne 10/4 

Jeannie Young 10/4 

Mike Renneker 10/5 

Donna Fischer 10/6 

Zephyra Utecht 10/6 

Philip Muze 10/7 

Joan Mann 10/10 

Liz Rickertsen 10/11 

Join  us  in  wish ing  God ’ s  b less ings  on those  celebrat ingJoin  us  in  wish ing  God ’ s  b less ings  on those  celebrat ingJoin  us  in  wish ing  God ’ s  b less ings  on those  celebrat ingJoin  us  in  wish ing  God ’ s  b less ings  on those  celebrat ing     
    thei r  b irthday  or  anniversary  th i s  month:thei r  b irthday  or  anniversary  th i s  month:thei r  b irthday  or  anniversary  th i s  month:thei r  b irthday  or  anniversary  th i s  month:     

Vanh Zayabouth 10/12 

Catrina Lee 10/13 

Alexandra Peterson 10/14 

Bette Quesada 10/15 

Tiffany Hegg 10/16 

Walter Palmer 10/18 

Jamie Cleary 10/20 

Alik Lukata 10/22 

Christian Hinrichs 10/24 

Jane Green 10/26 

Mwinga Muze 10/26 

Anniver
Anniver
Anniver
Anniver----

sary:
sary:
sary:
sary:    

by Elaine Werner 

Sonia Uwanawich 10/26 

Annie Ingalls 10/30 

Kiersten Palmer 10/30 

Noah Muze 10/31 

(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)    

These pictures show why we need the money to fix our 
organ pipes AND build a rack so they won’t fall onto other 

pipes.    We only need $325 to reach our goal! 

Thank you to everyone who have given so far. 
(Including “Dunk the Pastor” at Rally Day!!!) 

Those of you who have 
Thrivent...can use your 
Choice Dollars for the 
Organ Fund.  Just click 
on Sherman Oaks Luth. 
for your Choice Dollars 
and call or email the 
church office that you 
want your dollars to go 
to the Organ Fund. 

♫♫  

Volunteers are needed  ~ Monday, Oct. 25 

We will take apart the organ pipes and put them back 
together using the new holder for the pipes! 

If you ever wondered what the “inners” of a pipe organ 
was...this is the time to check it out. 

Please sign the Volunteer sheet on the Narthex 
desk.  This event is sponsored by Thrivent. 
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Mercy Packs 
- our WHOLE church ministry to LA’s 
needy and homeless communities 

A Mercy Pack is a gallon zip lock bag filled 
with daily care items and/or food staples 
with a gospel encouragement.  

Please prayerfully consider donating sup-
plies from the list. Drop them in the ex-
panded Mercy Packs station in the Fellow-
ship Hall, right across from the mailboxes. It 
is set up as self service. Or just drop them 
on the stage and someone will sort them. 
Cases of water should be left intact and put 
next to the Mercy Pack Station. Once we 
have enough supplies restocked, we will 
plan a Covid safe Packing Party. 

by Chris Gordon 

Great News from ….  

grocery store: 

This past quarter, 6/1/21-8/31/21, 13 households 
contributed $76.35 to SOLC just for shopping at Ralphs! 
(and being signed up!) Thank you! 

For your convenience, step-by-step website registration 
instructions can be found at www.ralphs.com, type in 
Community Rewards, then sign in, be sure to type the 
organization name: Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church. 

 

Let’s give thanks to those 
who have given their time and talents here in September.  

 

 Our confirmands would like to thank their church family for 
all of their encouragement, support and gifting.  You made 
the day even more of a blessing!  Please continue to keep us 
in your prayers and remember us as part of God’s family 
here at SOLC.  

 Thank you to everyone who have worked (and continue to 
work) so hard throughout this pandemic, to make things as 
normal as possible. 

Items Needed for the Mercy Packs:  

Cases of water (small bottles)  
or juice bags 

toothpaste (travel size) & toothbrushes 
adult socks & thin gloves 
cups of fruit or apple sauce 
fruit bars & granola bars 

pop tops: tuna fish, spam or Spagettios 
packets of tuna, cookies  

peanut butter (or plain) cracker packs 
spoons, forks & napkins 
zip-lock 1-gallon bags 

hygiene items: body wash, deodorant, 
small bars of soap,  

sunscreen (smaller size) 
shampoo, conditioner, women’s 

 menstrual products and  
small brushes and combs. 

Children's Hunger Fund 

Looks like an “I 
love Lucy” episode, doesn’t it?!   

A ‘family’ that SERVES together, stays together! 

Thankful for Michael O’Byrne’s first visit to CHF with us 
and Leslie’s return!  Heather and Tiffany are quickly 
becoming regular, faithful 
servants. 

We were putting together pouches 
of soup mix for CHF’s Project 
Food Pak. 

Look for an email blast regarding 
our next service date. 

We need pill bottles! 

Repurposed pill bottles for 
shampoo and conditioner can be 
used in the Mercy Packs!  Just 

drop off your bottles in 
the Mercy Pack area. 

(Hint Hint...just pour the 
shampoo [or conditioner] 
into a pill bottle. Sharpie 
S or C on the lid/bottle!) 

by Chris Gordon 
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Council highlights ~~~~ September 21, 2021 meeting 

Call for Petal Pushers Volunteers 

Volunteer with the PetalPushers during the Christmas holidays. 

As a PetalPusher volunteer, you participate through float decoration and/
or assist with outreach and hospitality before, during, and after the 
Tournament of Roses Parade.   

Each year the Lutheran Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour Ministries is the lone float devoted to 
proclaiming God’s love in Jesus.  You can watch the parade on several 
stations — NBC, ABC, Hallmark Channel, and others, as well as on the 
American Forces Network.   

For more on the PetalPushers, go to petalpushers.org. 

When the Council meeting is on the week of preparing the Oakleaves, there are no 
Council highlights.  Check back next month! 

We are excited to announce 
another (easy and quick) way to 
donate/shop for supplies for our 
Mercy Pack Ministry!  

You can now donate/buy 
supplies with a click of a button - 
no need to go out and shop or 
wonder what might be a current 
need - it’s all on our Mercy 
Packs SOLC Amazon list! (You 
are always still welcome to go out 
and shop for items needed though, 
too!!)  

This list on Amazon allows us to 
inform you what are the current 
“high priority” needs, adjusted as 
supplies and donations come in 
and as seasons and weather 
change. 

This is also an easy and efficient 
way to use monetary donations - 
so if you prefer to donate via 
check or otherwise, your 
donation can easily be applied 
to the most current, high priority 
need using this list.   

Great! Let’s do this! 
How?? 

1) Make sure you are logged 
into your Amazon account 
(computer or phone). 

2) Go to this link below: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/3JEGWVFP3N50V?
ref_=wl_share 

3) You should now be on the 
“Mercy Packs SOLC” list in 
Amazon.  Click the 
“Remember” button at the 
top of the page to be able to 
easily access this page/list 
again whenever you want.   

4) Choose whatever items 
you’re feeling led to donate 
(and are currently a need) and 
then go to your “Cart” to 
proceed to check out.   

That’s it!  The items will be 
delivered and you’ll see 
them in the Mercy Packs at 
our next packing party!!   

To access the list again in the 
future: 

1) (in the app on a phone) Login into 
your Amazon account and click on 
your more options menu button to 
find “Your Lists” (this button is on the 
upper left side in the app - it's three stacked 
lines).  

1) (on the web on a computer) Login into 
your Amazon account and click on 
the “Accounts & Lists” button (this 
button is on the upper right side of the 
screen).   

2) Once in “Your Lists” you can 
choose your “Friends Lists.”  You 
will see “Mercy Packs SOLC” listed 
(or you might have to click on “Pastor 
Utecht” and it will be listed under him).  

Thank you for serving God and 
neighbor in this wonderful way!   

Please reach out Rianne Utecht if 
you have any questions regarding 
how to access this list on Amazon 
or any other concerns about Mercy 
Pack donations.  Thank you!    

by Rianne Utecht 
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Let’s start off today with a trivia question:  

Is the worship service inspirational?  

Always, sometimes, or never?  

How would you answer? 

The way that most of us would probably 

answer this question would be to say that 

the various parts of the service are 

sometimes inspirational, other times not. 

Sometimes we come to church and 

encounter a powerful message, a moving song, or a 

Scripture reading or prayer that was just what we 

needed to hear. Other times it seems like the 

service doesn’t connect quite as well for whatever 

reason, but oh well—you can’t hit a home run 

every time at bat, right? 

However, I would like to propose that every service 

is inspirational! At least that is the case if we take 

the word “inspirational” according to its more 

literal meaning. Just looking at the word, you 

can see the words “in” and “spirit.” To be 

“inspired” means to be “in the spirit” or to 

have “the spirit entering in.”
1
   Fundamental 

to our church services is that not just any 

spirit but THE Holy Spirit is present, active, in 

and among us throughout the service. In one 

of the hymns we often sing at the beginning of 

service, we come to God singing “O Holy Spirit, 

enter in, and in our hearts your work begin, your 

dwelling place now make us.” (LSB #913) And the 

Holy Spirit does come in at the worship service! 

The Spirit’s work in the church service is on one 

hand invisible and unseen, for it happens in the 

heart. Yet at the same time, we do feel, hear, and 

know the Spirit’s working!  The Spirit is active in the 

forgiveness of sins and is interceding for us as we 

pray.  The Spirit is active as we hear the inspired 

Word of God.  The Holy Spirit was active in the 

writing of Holy Scripture, and he is active as it is 

read  in  the  congregation  today!  It  is  just  like  in 

Acts 10:44: “While Peter was still saying 

these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 

who heard the word.”  What is more, 

the Holy Spirit is active not just in 

reading the Scriptures out of the Bible, 

but in all the ways in which the Word 

and the teachings of God come to us, be 

that the music, liturgy, prayer, or 

sermon.
2
  Sometimes this feels very 

spirited, and other times it does not. While it 

certainly is nice and often so reassuring to feel the 

Spirit, we have the assurance that every church 

service, regardless of how we feel, the Spirit is 

working on us. 

Week after week, we come into God’s house to be 

inspired, to have God’s Spirit working in our hearts. 

Then we depart, and the Spirit continues with us. 

We go throughout the day and the week with the 

Spirit still present, and we come back again for 

more special working of the 

Holy Spirit. Knowing this, I 

hope you find every worship 

service inspiring. 
 

-Pastor Utecht 

     
1
 For those who are interested, the actual etymological 

history is a bit more complex and requires a few more steps. 

Even though my Oakleaves articles are normally exemplary 

pieces of academic rigor and detail, I decided to spare you of 

the details on this occasion. But those who are interested can 

find a fascinating couple of articles from Merriam-Webster 

entitled “The Inspirational History of Inspiration” and 

“Breathing Life into ‘Inspire.’ “ 

2
 I remember being very concerned once when a seminary 

professor told me that my sermons would be inspired. At first 

I was shocked and said that only Scripture is inspired. But 

what he explained is that while it is true that my sermons are 

absolutely not on the same level as Scripture and are not 

authoritative like Scripture, I guarantee that anything that is 

good, right, and edifying that ever comes out of my mouth 

during a sermon is a result of the Holy Spirit and prayer!  

by Pastor Titus A. Utecht A Message from Pastor... 

Every Worship  Service  Is  Inspira t ional !  

 


