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The Oakleaves  

 SHERMAN OAKS LUTHERAN CHURCH    The  Lutheran  Church—Missouri  Synod 
818-789-0215  ∙  Fax: 818-789-037   ∙   14847 Dickens Street,  Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

e-mail:  shermanoakslutheran@yahoo.com       ∙       www.shermanoakslutheran.org   

The Elders cell phone number for prayer concerns is:  818-730-7955. 

August, 2020August, 2020August, 2020August, 2020    

Our worship services  
are broadcast LIVE 

on the World Wide Web… 
 

Share the great news with 
your friends and relatives all 
around the world at… 

 

http://www.sundaystreams.com/go/ 

ShermanOaksLutheran 
 

Whether you are home ill or in another state OR 

our Sanctuary is closed due to COVID — you can 

“worship” with us on your computer screen! 

Check us out on  
Saturdays-5 p.m.  ~~~~  Sundays-10 a.m. 

Let’s have some FellowshipFellowshipFellowshipFellowship! 

… Virtual Fellowship that is! 

every Sunday, at 1 p.m. 

For those who have joined us on a zoom 
meeting, you will automatically be sent an 
email at 12:45 pm. 

If you have not, make sure that Mike 
Renneker has your email address by 12:45 

p.m. (Send your email address to renndog@gmail.com) 

We will be able to see each other and chat.  
We will virtually “see” you this Sunday 
afternoon! 

 

 

Healthy Life Program “HLP”Healthy Life Program “HLP”Healthy Life Program “HLP”Healthy Life Program “HLP” meets 

virtually every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.----12:30 p.m..12:30 p.m..12:30 p.m..12:30 p.m..    

If you would like to join, email Larry Nixon at 
larry.nixon@adaptitech.com and he will send you 
the zoom meeting information. 

From Pastor Utecht 

for this Sunday 

We will be offering the Lord’s Supper in a 

short 5 minute service this Sunday, July 26, in the 

Church courtyard after our on-line service.  We will 

follow safety percussions. 

When you arrive at church (wear a mask, maintain 

physical distancing, and do not come if you have a fever 

or other COVID symptoms) between 11:15 a.m. and 

1:30 p.m. enter the courtyard.  A hand sanitizer 

station will be set up. 

If you desire to receive the Lord's Supper, but this time 

frame does not work for you, please call the church and 

we will be happy to arrange another time. 

See Pastor Utecht’s article on the back cover, page 8. 
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YEAH!! We are open!  The preschool reopened on Monday, July 6.  
Our team at SOLCC has been absolutely wonderful.  We are doing our very best to follow 
the guidelines put forth by LA County’s Public Health Department to keep everyone safe 

and healthy.  Praise God for the families that have chosen to send their children to SOLCC they are so happy 
and excited to be back with their friends and teachers. 

 
Summer has been different, but there is still much fun with all the activities the teachers are providing their 
students.  We continue to be thankful for the opportunity to share God’s Word and God’s love with the 
children that come 
through our program. 

 
Please pray for the Holy 
Spirit to provide us with 
the patience and spirit of  
comfort needed for our 
new little ones just 
starting the program.  
Pray for the children 
that they feel safe and 
loved and for comfort 
and peace for the 
parents.  Thank you for 
your support and 
prayers as we continue 
to maneuver the 
challenges put before us 
this year. 

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

The Ordination and Installation service on 
July 12 for Pastor Titus Utecht was wonderful!  
To be able to sit in the Sanctuary for worship was a real 
treat!  Everyone was so delighted to be witnesses (even if it was via live stream) to our new Pastor’s 
Installation.  This has been a long two years actively waiting for a permanent pastor, but now having 
Pastor Titus Utecht with us has been worth the wait!!  (Be sure to see the picture on page 8 as Pastor 
Utecht is ordained.) Everyone was also so happy about the new look of the Sanctuary after the 
remodel.  The fresh paint, carpet, pews and upholstery, lights, sound what could have been better. 

Hopefully it won’t be many more weeks before we can worship together again 
every Saturday night and Sunday morning and to meet our new pastor!  Pray 
that it will be soon.  

God’s rich blessings to all and pray for everyone to stay well. 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  

 

“Do you not know?  Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  

God will not grow tired or weary,  
and His understanding no one can fathom.  

God gives strength to the weary and increases the  

power of the weak.   
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the LORD will renew their 

strength.  They will soar on wings like 

eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.” 
Isaiah 40:28-31 (NIV) 
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

KFUO.org 
broadcasts live 
chapel 
services from 
the LCMS 
(Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod) 

International Center at 10 a.m. 

Central time each weekday. 

Sermons are also archived 

online to listen at any time. 

Listen to  KFUO.org  
podcast !  

Saturday Morning 

Book Study 

We continue our Book 
Study, “Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church” by Thom Rainer.  Everyone 
is invited to join Saturday mornings at 
11:00 a.m. on our zoom meetings.  

We have had many wonderful discussions on what 
causes a church to close and how we can avoid this 
potential problem for any church. “If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves,” therefore, we are 
examining how and why we do things.  

Although our church is thriving during these challeng-
ing times, we must continue to ask ourselves what we 
are doing with God’s Will for our church and 
community. Here are several items we discussed over 
the last few meetings: 

1. Find more ways to connect our Saturday and 
Sunday service attendees.  We are a diverse 
community of believers but are united as one in 
Christ. 

2. Term limits for committees and council potentially 
and, more importantly, how to get more people with 
differing views on committees. 

3. The idea of putting others above ourselves after 
reading that “dying churches tend to look inward, 
instead of outward,” such as into the community. 

4. The importance of connecting with and giving 
personal invitations to others. 

5. Everyone needs the Gospel—no matter what 
happens in society, politically or socially. 

6. Serving one another and the community. 

7. Write a simple vision statement which provides 
focus, clarity, direction and is easy to remember! 

8. Having “New Member” classes that include “old 
members” to remind us of who we are as Lutherans 
and to help us make closer connections with new 
members. 

We have discussed many more ideas and we look 
forward to hearing from you and connecting with you 
as well. Please join us on Saturday mornings at 11:00 
a.m.  Look for the Zoom invite by email prior to the 
meeting sent by Mike Renneker. 

Join us on Thursday night as we 
continue learning about  

Christ establishing  
the Church in Acts!  

6:30 p.m.  Virtual coffee & fellowship 

6:45-7 p.m. Login to the Zoom meeting 

To get the Zoom link, message Mike 
Renneker at renndog@gmail.com. He will 
send you the link and information on how 
to join.  

We are journeying through the beginnings 
of the Christian Church and applying it to 
our church now. 

This is a Holy Spirit led time of reading 
through the passage and discussing it 
together. We go as far as the Holy Spirit 
takes us each week. 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Book Study on Acts 

Never too late to join in and study 
God’s Word...Hope to Virtually 

“seeee” You on Thursday! 

Thursday night Virtual  
Bible Study  

Everyone is Welcome  by Jeff Gordon  
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Since studying abroad in 
London during the summer 

between my junior and senior years of 
college, I’ve identified as an Anglophile, or 

someone who greatly admires England. It should 
come as no surprise, then, that I’m a fan of the 
Netflix series, The Crown, which is a scripted 
retelling of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II.  

Where am I going with this? Well, a prominent 
character during the early episodes of the series is 
Winston Churchill, portrayed by John Lithgow, who 
was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom at the 
time. And Churchill once famously said, “We make a 
living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 
give.” In which case, our lives are defined less by 
what we receive and more by what we give away.  

Doesn’t that sound a bit like Jesus’ life? After all, 
Jesus gave completely of Himself, and Jesus did it 
all for us. He became man, taught God’s Word, 
healed the sick, and even died the death that we 
deserve due to sin. And He did it all to save us, 
God’s children. 

 
by Andréa Vasilo 

As it was for our Savior, so it also is for us.  We get 
more from giving from giving from giving from giving than we do from simply getting. 
And that mindset can and should factor into all 
areas of our lives – our relationships with friends 
and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with 
the Lord. Instead of asking, “What have they done 
for me lately?” we ask, “How can I be a servant to 
others?” We become more selfless instead of 
selfish.  

Remember that when we give, we do not have less, 
and we do not become less. Rather, we have more we have more we have more we have more 
and thus become more. and thus become more. and thus become more. and thus become more. Because when we give, we 
join in the bond of service to those around us out of 
love for them. Love is the fulfillment of the Law, for 
God is Love. As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) 

Don’t forget: despite the current schedule of no in-
person worship services, you can still support SOLC 
by mailing offerings to the church, downloading the 
Tithe.ly app, online “bill pay” through your bank, or 
giving online at www.shermanoakslutheran.org.  

Better to Give than Receive 

Youth Loft...July 23, 2020 

Our Youth loft is cleaned and ready for 
decorating (see pic below)!  Progress is being 
made little by little!  The High Schoolers are 
looking at ideas online and making plans, 
starting with a name for their space.  Everyone 
is so excited to get back and finish what we 
started!  If you are gifted in decorating a space 
like this and enjoy working with youth, please 
reach out to Hope Gordon at 818-371-9448 
to volunteer your time and resources. 

The west end of the 

SOLC Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you to the 
team of Leslie O, 
Heather W, Hope G 
and Chris G for the 
welcoming rearrange-
ment of the Fellow-
ship Hall and Mercy 
Pack station. Check 
out the beautiful wall 
art of the cross 
proclaiming the 
names of God! (pics here) 
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Alan & Dorene Rubin   (40 yrs) 8/3 

Don & Sandra Bostrom  (56 yrs)  8/14 

Terry & Cathy Dallas (16 yrs)  8/15 

Jim & Inga Windsor   (41 yrs) 8/25 

Andréa Vasilo 8/8 

Cindy Hanna 8/10 

Evelyn Christel 8/11 

Akyra Utecht 8/17 

Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 

celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     
Rhonda Renneker 8/23 

Dick Robertson 8/23 

Dorene Rubin 8/23 

Elaine Werner 8/28 

Rolain Tankou 8/29 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

The SOLC Prayer Chain has 
been very active during this time of 
COVID-19 closure!  This is a 
wonderful way to stay connected and 
do what God has called us to do - be 
a 'house of prayer!'  You may 
submit prayer requests to Chris 
Gordon at animator95@sbcglobal.net  
where we have a dedicated group of 
prayer warriors lift your needs to the 
Lord.   

If you would like to be on the list to 
RECEIVE the requests of others so 
you too can lift them in prayer, let 
Chris know the best email for you to 
be added to the emailings.  ALL 
prayer requests are to remain 
confidential. 

We now have an option to listen to Pastor Utecht’s excellent sermons 
as “audio only.”  Before, you would have to scroll through a video of 
the entire service to hear the sermon, but now we have just the 
sermon available as an mp3 audio file to listen to on the device of your 
choice. Of course, the full service videos are still available.  All can be 
found on the "sermons online" tab at the church website: 
shermanoakslutheran.org. 

Thank you! 
Dear Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful meal you 
provided for me and my family on Ordination day!  
It really was a delicious meal [from the corner Chinese 
restaurant] and very nice to not have to worry about 
meal planning with everything else going on that 
day.   

But even more, it has been such a blessing to see 
all of the Christian love that has been poured out 
on us.  Thank you all so much.   

We are very blessed and excited to join such a 
congregation. 

In Christ, 

The Utechts   

Please Note:  As soon as the COVID orders are lifted,  
the Council will host a big Congratulations/Welcome 

Party for the Utecht family.  All will be invited.   
We are sorry that this must wait until later.  Stay tuned. 
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Sunday School and 

Saturday School via 

Zoom!!! 
 

Thanks to our wonderful team of Anna 
Booher, Chris Gordon, Jessica Hanna, 
and Sonia Uwanawich for providing 
lessons for our children via Zoom!   

Join us in our online Sunday 
school at 11:30 a.m. (nursery—1st 

grade) and Saturday school at 
6:00 p.m. (2nd grade–5th grade).  

Look for the email with instructions on 
how to join and instructions for 
materials to download. If you do not 
receive an email by Saturday 
afternoon, please contact Chris at 
animator95@sbcglobal.net and we will get 
you added!  May joy and peace be 
with you all.  

A Ministry to LA’s needy and homeless...A 
Mercy Pack is a gallon ziplock bag filled with 
daily care items or food staples with gospel 
encouragement. 

We are all looking forward to serving together 
again in person.  Praying that will be soon!  

Until then, continue to collect the 
basic to restock the shelves with 

needed supplies. 

Items Needed for LSS:  

♥ Travel size hygiene products:  bars of soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, 
women’s products 

♥ Protein bars, tuna, canned/packaged meats 
♥ Individually wrapped snacks 
♥ Any canned food with pop tops 
♥ Juice boxes 
♥ Water bottles 
♥ Boxed or canned goods to fill pantries 

♥ Sunscreen  
♥ Clothing in decent shape 

You never know how God will use you when you say 

Yes!  Our trip to Children's Hunger Fund on July 17, 
was definitely a new adventure for all as we learned to 
navigate pellet jacks so we could prepare shipments 
for churches around the world! 

It is ALWAYS a joy to have 'first timers' join this Christ 
centered service project.  What a blessing to have Ann 
McClung and Pastor Utecht as part of the small but 
mighty team, along with Caleb, Hope & Chris Gordon!  No worries 
if you missed this trip!  As soon as the August calendar gets 
up on their site, we will send an email blast with sign up 
info.  We are targeting Friday, August 21, so pencil it on 
your calendar now. 

Until then, check the website https://
childrenshungerfund.org/ for all the safety information. 
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  From Velma Pontius & Jane Green  (7/13/2020) 
 

Thank you for the lovely and unexpected 
bulletin and letter from Pastor Utecht on the 
day before his Ordination!  Accompanied by a 

beautifully painted rock! 

[In order to make our shut-ins feel as if they were part 
of the Ordination of Pastor Utecht, Cindy Hanna 
delivered a letter from Pastor Utecht, along with a 
copy of the ordination bulletin, and a rock.  Thank you 
to Kayla Hanna who was inspired to paint the lovely 
rock paperweight! Thanks to Cindy for making the 

deliveries.] 

Thank you from Debbie Pinto 

The book the Hannas complied for me on your behalf 
at the end says, “NEVER say GOODBYE, Only see 
you later.”   

While I was trying to remember this without looking at 
the book, I thought of a song lyric “Until we meet 
again.”  It was a favorite of mine sung by Roy Rogers 
and Dale Evans.   

When I think of life I think of a journey and my 
journey has had many twists and turns that I didn’t 
plan, including living in California.  I wouldn’t change 
any of my life, especially the time I spent at Sherman 
Oaks Lutheran Church with all of you.  Thank you all 
for your contributions to the book, the cards, and the 
many kind words you shared on the Zoom Fellowship 
on Sunday June 30.  But mostly thank you for the 
contributions you made over these past 22 years to 
my journey.   

As you may remember me telling you in one of my 
presentations in front of the church, I was a reluctant 
and at times a resentful servant when I first started at 
SOLC.  Sometime during the 22 years God changed 
my heart and it became a compulsion for me to serve 
others to give back to God for all His many blessings.  
Now I realize that to serve is really to be the recipient 
of God’s love.  God showed me that by giving my 
time and talents to the service of the church, I 
received the greater gift.  I received the gift of 
friendship, love, many lasting memories.  Thank you 
all for your friendship, love and especially those 
memories.  Please keep in touch.  Liz has my new 
address.  “Happy trails to you. Until we meet again.”   

We continue our new column … this is a “pick 
me up!” because of COVID-19. Enjoy!  

 From Jewel Leak    (2 notes)       (7/6/2020) 

Dear Church Family, I pray this finds, as 

many as possible, still doing well.  So far, my 

youngest known relative to have made his 

transition, diagnosed as COVID-19 

complications, was my first cousin’s 45-year 

old son-in-law in Detroit. 

I still choose to be “off-line.”  Church 

member, Larry Nixon, has offered to help me 

try to access church services, but I’m 

satisfied with my old AT&T Uverse land line 

internet access via PC with no camera, that 

allows me to Google, bing, and yahoo!  God 

Bless. 

July 14 

Dear SOLC, I pray all of you are still well, and 

I pray God’s blessings for us all. 

I enjoyed the Ordination and Installation of 

Titus A Utecht, on Sunday, July 12.  I had 

reserved ACCESS taxi to pick me up from 

church at 6:45 p.m.  At the end of the church 

service, I saw pick-up taxi in parking lot and 

had to go out, so driver wouldn’t think I was a 

“no show,” and take off without me.  I had 

watched the service in the Fellowship Hall, 

and I apologize to Pastor Utecht and his 

family that I did not get to greet and 

introduce myself. 

On the back page of the Ordination bulletin, 

the cross design, to me, reminded me of the 

cross that Martin Luther himself designed.  It 

gives me the same feeling of love, peace, 

gentleness, and glory.  For those of us that 

don’t know the story of that design, I hope I 

will read or hear. [Jewel...come on Reformation 

Sunday, Oct. 25 and I (Liz) will be sure the 

explanation is in the bulletin!] 

I wish to compliment and thank everyone 

who contributed to the church refurbishing, 

technology, hospitality, and church services.  

It is so beautiful.    Thank you!  Jewel Leak 
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A Message from the Pastor 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“What in the world is an ordination?” 
That may well be a question you found yourself asking 
in conjunction with my ordination which took place 
on July 12th. Ordinations are such an infrequent event 
which happen only once, at the beginning of a pastor’s 
career.  The last ordination at SOLC, before mine, 
was Pastor Pezzica’s ordination twelve years ago.  So 
what is an ordination, and what was the purpose of 
my ordination? 

On one hand, perhaps the simplest and most practical 
answer is that an ordination is the service that 
initiates a person as a pastor. That’s essentially right, 
but there is much more which can be fleshed out of 
this simple definition. Perhaps the most fruitful way to 
understand the significance of an ordination is to 
focus on what God is doing in the service for God’s 
beloved people. 

In the ordination service, God appoints someone to 
serve in a special office (the Office of the Holy 
Ministry [aka pastor]) which has been created so 
God’s people may receive God’s gifts.  All of the parts 
of the ordination service are focused toward that 
end.  I’ll highlight several ways that happened. 

First of all, God desires to give God’s people the gift 
of the forgiveness of sins, and God wants all 
Christians to be sure of that forgiveness! So, pastors 
are appointed to forgive sins, saying to them “If you 
forgive the sins of 
anyone, they are 
forgiven.” (John 

20:23)  While 
ordinations them-
selves are rare, a 
reference is made to 
ordinations in nearly 
every divine service. 
During the 
absolution, the 
pastor says “As a 
called and ordained 
servant of God, and 
by His authority, I 
therefore forgive 
you all of your 
sins…”  

Why is the word ordained mentioned here?  
Because by ordination of pastors God gives His very 
own authority to forgive sins. This was seen also in 
two very important oaths that I made during my 
ordination service. There, I was asked “will you 
forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you 
promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you?” I 
then promised to do so.  These oaths are made so 
that I am bound to freely give out Jesus’ forgiveness, 
and so that anyone who is burdened by sin can come 
and confess their sin to me or to any other pastor 
[though truly the confession is to God!] and hear 
God’s forgiveness, with the confidence that the sin 
will never be shared with anyone. 

Secondly, God desires to give His people the gift of 
teaching through God’s holy Word! Therefore, in 
ordination God charges pastors to preach and teach 
God’s Word, and His Word alone. I was thus charged 
to “instruct both the young and old in the chief 
articles of Christian doctrine” and I gave promise that 
all my teaching and preaching would be in accord with 
the Scriptures and our confessions (which are simply 
a statement of what the Scriptures mean). 

In summary, the ordination service is all about God 
appointing a person to give God’s gifts of forgiveness 
and God’s Word to God’s beloved people. It is an 
honor to receive such an appointment by God, and I 
look forward to bringing God’s gifts to you! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Utecht 

Ordination:  (l-r)  Pastor Manuel De La Rosa, Pastor Poul Erik Norgaard, Pastor Bill Naumann, Titus 
Utecht – kneeling-being prayed over by English District Circuit Visitor, Pastor Matthew Payne; 
Pastor Andrew Utecht, Pastor Jess Knauft, Pastor Greg Barth, and Pastor Magdiel Fajardo. 

 


