
The OakleavesThe OakleavesThe OakleavesThe Oakleaves        Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church       April 2021         page  1 

 

 

 

 

The Oakleaves  

 SHERMAN OAKS LUTHERAN CHURCH    The  Lutheran  Church—Missouri  Synod 

818-789-0215  ∙  Fax: 818-789-037   ∙   14847 Dickens Street,  Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

e-mail:  shermanoakslutheran@yahoo.com       ∙       www.shermanoakslutheran.org   

Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021Apr i l ,  2021             
 

 

 Saturday night 5 p.m. in person outside 
Palm Sunday, March 28:Palm Sunday, March 28:Palm Sunday, March 28:   

 Sunday morning 8 a.m. live stream 
 Sunday morning 10 a.m. in person outside 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1:Maundy Thursday, April 1:Maundy Thursday, April 1:   
 7:00 p.m. in person in the Sanctuary 
 

Good Friday, April 2:Good Friday, April 2:Good Friday, April 2:   
 7:00 p.m. in person in the Sanctuary 
 

Stations of the Cross, Saturday, April 3:Stations of the Cross, Saturday, April 3:Stations of the Cross, Saturday, April 3:   
 5:00 p.m. in person outside 
 

While we are eager to worship together, we also 
strongly desire to keep everyone safe. Please 
wear a mask and maintain physical 
distancing from those outside your family unit.  

Temperature checks and verbal screening will 
be done upon arrival. (You may choose to come a bit 
earlier for the check in.)  

We ask that anyone who has a fever or other 
COVID symptoms or who has been in recent 
contact with someone who has tested positive 
for COVID remain at home. 

 

• Chairs will be set up in the courtyard, spaced so that 
family units can keep 6 ft. or more distance between 

units. 

• For those who are eager to rejoin the worship service but 
prefer greater physical separation, “super-spread-out 
seating” will be available outside the courtyard with 10-15 

ft separating each family unit. 

• Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will be accompanied by a 
few additional measures and rounds of hand sanitizer. 
Don’t worry, it will be explained, and we have very good 

and effective measures in place.    

• After that, the service will look “awesome as usual” as we: 

• hear God’s Word! 
• sing God’s praises, and 
• receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! 

 

3 Services on April 4! 

 6:30 am Easter Sunrise service 
(inside) 

 8 am Easter Festival service 
(inside) 

10 am Easter Festival service 
(outside) 

The two main services will 
be different with different 

music, message, readings… 

An Easter breakfast will be 
served at 9 am, to eat here or to go. 

Saturday’s 5:00 p.m. worship is held in person! 
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Last month the children with their teachers celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday all 
week with crazy hat and crazy hair days and many other fun activities.  
Lutheran Schools were celebrated the week of March 22.  The children wore 
their school t-shirts, made beautiful posters of trees, flowers, butterflies and 
many handprints which were displayed on the fence.  The story of Martin 

Luther was presented and Luther Rose art and snack were part of their art and cooking. 

Our focus these days is in evaluating the students and having Parent Teacher Conferences.  This year 
however the teachers and parents will be through Zoom or Facetime.  This time allows the teachers 
to sit down with the parents of their students in their class and discuss the growth and development 
of each child.  The teachers truly enjoy having the opportunity to talk to the parents and display the 
progress their children have made since the beginning of the school year. 

Most importantly we will be teaching the children about Easter and God’s great sacrificial gift of 
eternal life through our Lord and Savior Jesus.  Thursday is our traditional egg hunt and class parties 
celebrating Christ’s death and resurrection.  God’s blessings have showed us the way to salvation the 

greatest gift of all.  Jesus is Risen!! 
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!    
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope     

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  1 Peter 1:3through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  1 Peter 1:3through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  1 Peter 1:3through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  1 Peter 1:3    

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

As I look at the April calendar I feel like smiling at 
everyone.  It just seems as there is a lot of hope in 
the coming of Easter and all the preparations and services.  There is so much happening 
with indoor evening services:  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday both at 7:00 p.m. and two 
early morning services for Easter at 6:30 and 8 a.m., plus the patio service at 10:00 a.m.  
An Easter breakfast will be at 9:00 a.m. to eat on the preschool playground or to take home. 

We have a lot to be thankful for and hope you will take advantage of all the services being 
offered. 

There are lots of things starting up after COVID, which is great.  We have many members 
that have been working hard to bring our church back to normal.  Please think of them and 
pray for their strength and peace.  Also keep in your prayers Pastor 
and his family who have become a wonderful part of our 
congregation.  We have been really blessed by God! 

Prayers and thanks for this Holy Week and Easter Sunday.   
Remember to join us in worship! 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

by Chris Gordon 

See’s Candy sales for  
our Youth attending the LCMS 

Youth Gathering, 2022 

See’s Candy sales came and went quickly! 

Thank you to ALL of our generous church people who 
ordered both online and in person.  The orders brought in 
over $700 in 
profit! 

Plus there are 
those who are 
mailing in 
donations to 
support our youth 
to avoid the 
calories...we 
appreciate you! 

Welcome a NEW Ministry to SOLC… 

“We Foster LA” serves children in the Los Angeles 
County Foster Care System by providing a duffle bag filled with 
clothing and hygiene supplies to emergency placements. 
Additionally, they carry a limited supply of larger items such as 
car seats and strollers. These items are distributed through a 
network of churches that serve as "outposts" throughout the 
county.  

As an “outpost,” our church will house these prepared duffels in 
the loft closet and coordinate volunteers to deliver the bags to 
new placements when WFLA reaches out with a need in our 
area.  If you are interested in assisting with deliveries, please 
email Chris Gordon at animator95@sbcglobal.net to put on a call list 
as the need arises.  https://fosterlovela.org/ 

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 

world.”  James 1:27  

- a community service opportunity  

As Luke 6:38 says, “Give, and it will 
be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into 

your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.” 

It is a joy to serve the Lord and 
others alongside our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  Join us this 
month in this safe setting to help 
those in need.  Let’s be the hands 
and feet of Jesus in helping our 
community through these trying 
times. All Covid protocols are in 
place and are in a huge open space 
warehouse.  Wear comfy closed–
toed shoes.  We work about 2 
hours prepping food packs or 
sorting donations and the time 
flies!  ALL ages are welcome! 

Learn more about this ministry at  
childrenshungerfund.org.    

Our APRIL work date is 

Saturday, April 24,  
9 a.m.-11 a.m. 

Location: 13931 Balboa Blvd., 
Sylmar, CA 91342 

Be sure to register online ASAP.  
You will need to complete a waiver 
online or print it and bring it with 
you.  

Or... let me know you are 
interested and I will help get you 
set up! 

Organizer:  Chris Gordon 

animator95@sbcglobal.net  

or text me at 818-625-5110 

What a healthy 
beginning in 
earning our way 
to the 2022 
LCMS Youth 
Gathering in 
Texas! 

by Chris Gordon 
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Great News 
from ….  

grocery store: 

Register now, so SOLC continues to 

receive $ from the Ralphs Contributions 
Program… 

free to the shopper!!! 

Register now at www.ralphs.com.   

This past quarter, 12/1/20-2/28/21, 12 house-
holds contributed $95.08 (and $78.88 for the 
previous quarter) to SOLC just for shopping at 
Ralphs! (and being signed up!)  Thank you! 

For your convenience, step-by-step website 
registration instructions can be found at 
www.ralphs.com, type in Community 
Rewards, then sign in, be sure to type the 
organization name: Sherman Oaks 
Lutheran Church. 

The Ultimate Steward by Andréa Vasilo 

“After they had mocked 
him, they took off the robe 
and put his own clothes on 

him. Then they led him away to crucify him. … 
About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a 
loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ (which 
means ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’me?’me?’me?’). … And when Jesus had cried out again in 
a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.”  (Matthew 27:31, 

46, 50) 

The Bible’s account of the events that transpired 
on Good Friday reminds us of Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice, which he made for sinners like you and 
me. In this way, He was also the ultimate 
steward, in that He took on the responsibility of 
the entire human race, which was entrusted to 
Him by our Father in Heaven.  

While Holy Week calls upon us to reflect on 
Jesus’ suffering and death, it is also a blessed 
reminder of His glorious resurrection. “They 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 
when they entered, they did not find the body of 

the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about 
this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like 
lightning stood beside them. In their fright the 
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not here; he has 
risen!’”        (Luke 24:2-6) 

In the same way that Christ honored God by looking 
after His children and saving us from sin and death, 
so can we also honor God by looking after this world 
with which He has entrusted us. While this life is not 
eternal and Earth is not our “forever home,” the 
Father still asks us to take care of it and make Him 
proud. By giving of our time, talents and treasures – 
not only during Holy Week, but throughout the year – 
we follow Jesus’ example and strive to shine His 
light to everyone around us.  

Don’t forgetDon’t forgetDon’t forgetDon’t forget: : : : if you are not yet comfortable attending 
inininin----person worship servicesperson worship servicesperson worship servicesperson worship services, you can still support 

SOLC by mailing offerings to the church, online “bill 
pay” through your bank, or giving online at 

www.shermanoakslutheran.org.  

 

Fellowship of Care!!! 

During these unprecedented times in the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church 
understands that there may be those among us who are 
financially struggling, such as putting food on the 

table. 

The church is accepting donations to provide our 
brothers and sisters in Christ with a week’s worth of 
groceries based on availability. If you 
are in need and would like to make a 
grocery request, please fill out the form 
at www.fellowshipof care.com which goes 
ONLY to Pastor Utecht. Your privacy 
will be kept confidential. The items you 
request will be purchased and dropped off to your home 
by Pastor Utecht. 

Every dollar that you give will be “matched” from a 
special fund by an anonymous donor. For example, if 
you give $100, that means that $200 goes into our SOLC 

grocery fund. We will continue doing this until our 
matching fund is depleted. 

From SOLC  
Outreach 

 Committee 
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Jamie & Beth Cleary (25 yrs) 4/13 

Isaac & Vanessa Lopez (13 yrs) 4/26 

Jerry & Tahirih Petryha (16 yrs) 4/30 

David & Bette Quesada (10 yrs) 4/30 

Cathy Dallas 4/4 

Randy Vargas 4/6 

Bethany Brinton 4/7 

David Seaver 4/7 

Claire O’Byrne 4/12 

Maria Marks Lee 4/15 

Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 
celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     

Jewel Leak 4/16 

Dolly Kintaudi Lukata 4/16 

Ryder Villari 4/17 

Isaac Gordon 4/18 

Christian Malmin 4/19 

(no more birthdays for the rest 

of the month!) 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

A Thank You from Mike: 

Feb. 6, 2021 
Hi Everyone, 

Just wanted to extend my thanks and 
gratitude to all of you on Council for 
approving the purchase of the new 
computer. 

It was such a joy to come in this weekend 
and have everything working properly for 
the live stream services!  

With the old computer, it was often very 
stressful every week trying to figure out why 
something or other wasn’t working, often 
with very little time to spare before the 
service live stream was supposed to start!  
But with this new iMac, the camera, 
computer and audio inputs all show up and 
work as expected … all is good!  

The new computer will also help 
tremendously with content creation, music 
and video, that are always part of our live 
streams.  

I know money is tight at the church right 
now and we had to dig into our savings to 
purchase it.  I very much appreciate each and 
everyone of you on the Council for your 
willingness to do that. It’s a wonderful feeling 
to be supported by this church family! 

Thanks again and God’s blessings! 

A Special Thank You to our 
 Sherman Oaks Lutheran Children’s Center 

by Heather Wolter 

As SOLCC School Board President, I have so many 
thanks for all those associated with our Children’s Center.  
This COVID-19 year has been a particularly challenging 
one.  When Covid hit we were forced to close for three 
months.  A PPP government loan allowed us to pay our 
staff while closed.  We reopened in July, with half of our 
usual enrollment.  We explored a multitude of new 
program ideas to increase our enrollment, some worked 
and others did not.  We have come to a point where we 
may begin to see a light at the end of the tunnel. 

During this time the school was led by amazing admini-
strators, Diane Nixon, our Director, who never stopped 
suggesting new ideas for our program and maintained an 
excellent rapport with our SOLCC families.  Leslie 
O’Byrne, our Financial Director, who worked tirelessly on 
our PPP loan, numerous number-crunching episodes on 
various plans and budgets, as the scene changed. 

I cannot say enough about our SOLCC staff.  We 
requested many changes in the schedules and methods of 
teaching, their heads must have been spinning.  But the 
Board was greeted with enthusiasm, and helpful sugges-
tions to streamline the process.  They did an excellent job. 

I have further accolades for my fellow school board 
members.  We were blessed with Doreen Rubin, with her 
years of experience as a college educator and adminis-
trator; Kate Palmer, a pharmacist with her medical 
experience; and Nick Palmer with his wisdom in finance.  
And last but not least, Tanya Peterson.  What a gift to 

(Continued on page 7) Mike Renneker 
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Mercy Packs 
- our WHOLE church ministry to LA’s 
needy and homeless communities 

A Mercy Pack is a gallon zip lock bag filled with 
daily care items and/or food staples with a 
gospel encouragement.  When Covid began, we 
quickly emptied ALL of the food, supply shelves 
and took them to LSS.  We hoped the pandemic 
would end soon.  However, we will now begin 
again the process of refilling all of our supplies.   

Please prayerfully consider donating supplies 
from the list.  Drop them in the expanded Mercy 
Packs Station in the Fellowship Hall, right across 
from the mailboxes. It is set up as self service. 
The blue baskets will be labeled. If you have 
time to sort any donations you bring in, it helps 
keep things neat and ready.  Otherwise, just 
drop them on the stage and someone will sort 
them. Cases of water should be left intact and 
put on the bookshelves next to the Mercy Pack 
Station.  Once we have enough supplies 
restocked, we will plan a Covid safe Packing 
Party. 

“And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:19  

by Chris Gordon 

“I will praise God’s name in song and glorify Him with thanksgiving.”     
Psalm 69:30 

 

Let’s give thanks to those who have given  
their time and talents here at SOLC in March: 

: those who ordered Easter Lilies this year.   

: all who helped the SOLC Youth Group with a purchase of 
See’s Easter Candy.  

: the lovely teachers doing the Zoom Saturday and Sunday 
School for our children: Chris Gordon, Sonia Uwanawich, 
Anna Booher, Jessica Hanna, & Cindy Hanna. 

: all who have help make outdoor and indoor services safe for 
all who attend during these crazy times.  

: Pastor Utecht, Mike, and all who help in providing the church 
with ways to watch at home during this pandemic.  

If there is anyone out there you feel deserves “thanks” for 
giving their time and talents to the church, please email me at 

brei04@hotmail.com. 

Sunday School and 
Saturday School 

Updates 

Like everyone else, we are 
prayerfully considering how 

Saturday and Sunday School could look during this phase 
of Covid with our eyes fixed on the finish line!  We are 
thankful to have heard from quite a few of our families 
about their preferences and would appreciate parents who 
haven’t connected with a teacher to please do that soon.  
Your voice matters to us as we put our plans before the 
Lord.  Through Easter, all classes will remain Zoom.  Look 
for the weekly reminder emails for sign in information and 
to hear how your children are digging deep into God’s 
Word.  It is a JOY and a privilege to journey with them! 

To celebrate Easter, we passed out goodie bags with 
supplies for our Zoom party. We heard about the hope of 
the empty tomb and of our Resurrected, King Jesus 
through the Easter Egg Story and Jellybean Prayer 
activity.  Some silly joy was had by all as we played Minute 
to Win It games, like creating Bunny Tails Towers with 
marshmallows and Face the Peeps… yummy!  We also 
learned how to make a mosaic wooden cross and even 
sang an Easter song.  As outreach to our community, you 
may have seen our chalk drawings in front of the church to 
celebrate that Jesus has Risen...just as He said! 

Watch for pictures in next month’s Oakleaves! 

by Breilyn Brantley 

Items Needed:  

bottles of water  &  adult socks 

toothpaste (travel size) & toothbrushes 

thin gloves & beanie/winter caps 

cups of fruit or apple sauce 

fruit bars & granola bars 

pop tops: tuna fish, spam or Spagettios 

packets of tuna, cookies  

peanut butter (or plain) cracker packs 

spoons, forks & napkins 

zip-lock gallon baggies 

hygiene items:  body wash, deodorant, 
small bars of soap and shampoo;  
conditioners, women’s menstrual  

products and small brushes/combs. 
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Council highlights  ~~~~  March 16, 2021 meeting 

♦ Pastor Utecht’s Report: 
Pastor has been working with 

the Elders on the Easter service schedule 
(see cover).  The survey regarding prefer-
ences on indoor vs outdoor services will 
help with decision making for the future. 
Pastor reported on the preschool chapel 
taking place twice a week and youth/young 
adult group activities. Our English District 
President Hardy will visit our church 
April 5 at 5 p.m.  Everyone is Invited!! 

♦ President David Seaver’s Report: 
Thrivent has covered all the costs from the 
Living Nativity event, for which we are all 
very grateful! David mentioned that we 
need to write a Policy which states fund-
raising for personal profit is not allowed on 
church grounds.  All fundraising is to 
support church related activities. 

♦ Vice President Nick Palmer’s Report:  
Nick continues to work with Leslie and 
Liz on the PPP forgiveness and second 
application paperwork.  The banks are 
backlogged and it is a slow process with 
constant changes in eligibility and 
deadlines. 

♦ Trustee Larry Hanna’s Report:  there are 
repairs and upgrades happening around 
the church. He complimented the school 
staff on how well they handled the flood 
that occurred during school hours.  The 
Trustees hosted an appreciation lunch for 
them.  Work continues on the digital sign 
project. It is quite a process to get it 
approved by the city council. 

♦ School Board Heather Wolter’s Report: 
They continue to work on adding new 
students and keeping the ones they have.  
The budget is running approximately $1800 
behind each month.  LAUSD plans for 
Kindergarten will affect our numbers.  We 
are happy to report we have successfully 
reduced the expected budget shortage for 
the year. 

♦ Christian Education Cindy Hanna’s 
Report:  Planning for the 2022 LCMS 

Youth Gathering is in full swing, beginning with 
Sees Easter candy sales.  Chaperones will be 
needed, see Cindy if interested.  VBS (held 
outside) will take place in June or July.  There are 
a variety of activities planned for Easter for the 
children.  Christian Ed is hoping to go back to in 
person learning after Easter. 

♦ Financial Secretary Heather Wolter’s and 
Treasurer Leslie O’Byrne’s Reports:  
Contribution reports were distributed - we continue 
to do well considering Covid.  The Financial 
Institution Report and Profit and Loss Budget 
Performance Report through February were 
distributed. The school contribution to the church 
is down 50%, which tightens the church budget.  
The school will increase its tuition 3.5%. 

♦ Outreach Committee Rhonda Renneker’s 
Report:  they’re working on advertising for the 
Easter services.  There is a prayer group that 
meets on Mondays from noon to 12:45 p.m. They 
are offering help to build enrollment at the school.  
Outreach continues to promote the Fellowship of 
Care program.  Asmik continues to teach ESL 
twice a week to 6 students plus 1 student that she 
meets with for one-on-one instruction. 

♦ New Business:  Things don’t look good for usual 
palms on Palm Sunday.  Alternate avenues are 
being explored.  The gate adjacent to the parking 
lot needs to be repaired.  Currently it’s closed with 
a chain.  Council hopes to have it repaired soon. 

♦ Old Business:  None 

by Council Secretary Ann McClung 

have our own Human Resource Director during this time!  
She was an asset helping guide us through all the 
personnel laws when changes needed to be made.  She 
gave us a sense of security when hard choices were 
forced to be made. 

Though this past year was a difficult time, I could not 
have chosen a better group of professionals, who 
volunteered to help navigate through this pandemic.  But 
of course, we all know, we were chosen and placed 
together by our Heavenly Father, who has watched over 
our school and church throughout the year  A special 
thanks and praise for God’s guiding hand throughout! 

(Heather’s “Thank You” article continued from page 5) 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As I began to sort through the results of the 
survey about COVID and in-person worship, one 
great truth became immediately obvious: we are 
united, but not by our ideas about what is the 
best response to COVID. Among our members 
exists a wide range of opinions about COVID and 
varying risk levels. Some want to meet indoors, 
others outdoors. Some questioned whether it is ok 
to meet in person, others questioned whether why 
we have been so cautious and slow to go inside!  

I must admit that at first when I saw these results, 
I was a bit dis-heartened by how diverse we are. 
Yet after a short time of careful reflection, I began 
to rejoice on account of this diversity! For it shows 
quite clearly that though we all might have 
differing ideas on such a controversial and 
important issue as COVID, we are united in Christ. 
The unity that we have in Jesus is far more 
powerful than the forces of division that 
COVID can bring. Think of all the COVID issues 
that have brought division, on a societal or 
personal level: “Is it worth it to restrict the 
economy so much?” “Should restaurants be able 
to open indoors?” “Should we go visit grandma, or 
is that too risky?” “Do we have to wear masks in 
this or that situation?” 

Despite all this division, our church has 
remained united. Many have disagreed with the 
decisions we have made as a church, but none 
have left. Throughout the whole pandemic, and 
even now, I have seen that while the rest of the 
world fights about what to do, our church 
leadership has discussed what to do (and not 
because we faced a shortage of strongly held 
opinions!). As I look out at the saints gathered for 
worship on Saturdays and Sundays (not to 
mention those unseen who worship online), I can 
easily identify people who couldn’t agree on a 
single thing about COVID, and yet they confess 
together the same Creed, receive the same 
forgiveness, and partake of the same body and 
blood of Jesus Christ in holy communion. 

What is the reason for these differences? It is 
none other than our unity in Christ. We are all 
brothers and sisters in Christ! More than that, 

numerous times Scripture refers to us—the 
assembly of believers—as the body of Christ. 
(Rom. 12:15, 1 Cor. 10:17 and 12:27, Eph. 4:12, Heb. 13:13, 
Eph. 5:23, Col. 1:24) In Jesus, we are so organically 
connected that we are not just a group or a party or 
community, but we are one body. 

In the coming months, we as a church will continue 
to face tough decisions. Do we meet indoors or 
outdoors? When the state ceases to require masks, 
do we? What fellowship events should be offered? 
As these issues arise, continue in unity, just as you 
have been doing, and now all the more. “I appeal 
to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and the same judgment.”  (1 Cor. 
1:10)  This does not mean that we must all think the 
same regarding COVID, or that all decisions must 
be unanimous.  Rather, Paul underscores here our 
unity in Christ.  Let there be no division in our 
confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior or in 
our mission to gather around His Gospel and 
proclaim it to the world, and let not the forces of 
COVID separate any member from the body.  As 
Paul asks “Is Christ divided?” (1 Cor. 1:13) Certainly 
not!  And we are the body of Christ. 

So then, be patient and generous toward one 
another. “Let no one seek his own good, but the 
good of his neighbor.” Perhaps, for the sake of 
the neighbor, you may find yourself worshiping out 
in the elements or wearing a mask longer than 
you’d like so that your brother in Christ can worship 
without fear. Or perhaps our unity in Christ leads 
you to going a bit beyond your comfort level to 
return to in-person worship so that you can join the 
body of believers, or going indoors before you’d 
prefer so that your brothers and sisters can fulfill 
their godly desire to worship in our beautiful 
sanctuary.  And pray for all of us in church 
leadership as we make decisions, that we as the 
body may be keeping in line with our head, Jesus 
Christ.  For it is in Jesus that we are united. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Utecht 

A Message from Pastor 

by Pastor Titus A. Utecht 


