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Special 

Communion 
Every other Sunday of 

the month 

We offer the Lord’s Supper in short 5 
minute services on Sunday, Nov. 1, 15, & 29 
in the Church courtyard.  We follow safety 
precautions. 

When you arrive at church anytime between 
11:15 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. enter into the 
courtyard (wear a mask, maintain physical 
distancing, and do not come if you have a fever 
or other COVID symptoms.) A hand sanitizer 
station is set up. 

If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper, but 
this time frame does not work for you, please 
call the church and we will be happy to arrange 
another time. 

Praise the Lord! On September 6, we began 
offering outdoor services, in addition to our 
normal live-stream. We have enjoyed our time 
together in person! 

The outdoor worship service now takes place in 
the courtyard at 10 a.m. on Sundays.  We 
follow an order of service that is a blend of the 
Saturday and Sunday services, with a few 
adjustments made for the outdoor setting. 
Communion is offered during this service. 

For those who desire to come but are not 
comfortable sitting in the courtyard, we 

broadcast the service on a 
small FM transmitter within 
a one block radius. You can 
simply park your car at or near 
the church and dial your radio 
in to FM 106.9 and listen in your car, just like you 
would listen to the radio.  

We strongly desire to keep everyone safe. 
Please wear a mask and maintain physical 
distancing from those outside your family unit. 
Temperature checks and verbal screening will 
be done upon arrival. (You may choose to come a bit 
earlier for the check in.) We ask that anyone who has 
a fever or other COVID symptoms or who has 
been in recent contact with someone who has 
tested positive for COVID remain at home. 

We continue to broadcast our online services at 
the regular times. We also continue offering the 
Lord’s Supper in the court-yard from 11:15-1:30 

every other 
Sunday. 
(Next up is 
Nov. 1st!) 

-Pastor 
Utecht 

New Worship schedule: New Worship schedule: New Worship schedule:    OutdoorOutdoorOutdoor   WorshipWorshipWorship---Sundays Sundays Sundays @ 10@ 10@ 10   amamam   

On lineOn lineOn line–––Saturdays @ 5 pm & Sundays @ 8 amSaturdays @ 5 pm & Sundays @ 8 amSaturdays @ 5 pm & Sundays @ 8 am   

 

Pastor Utecht 
and family, at the 
outdoor baptism 
of Zephyra on 
Sun., Oct. 18, 
pictured here 

with her  
Baptismal 
 sponsors! 
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October was a very different month as this year: we missed going to the Pumpkin 
Patch, having our Harvest Festival, and costume fashion show with the little ones.  
The teachers made the best of it and planned a fun celebration in their classrooms. 
The children gathered treats, played appropriate games and enjoyed the variety of 
costumes their friends chose to wear. 

We are very excited as the children will start attending Chapel this month.  Pastor will be teaching the Bible 
lesson and the children will have the opportunity to sing and praise the Lord all together. 

November is the beginning of so many holidays to look forward to and have the opportunity to be a little 
more COVID 19 creative.  We will be celebrating Veterans Day and Thanksgiving.  By taking time to 
celebrate the bounty God has provided along with so many other blessings. 

See’s Candy Sales Time to buy the candy you love to eat and you love to give.  The preschool will be selling 
See’s Candy this month. 

Food Drive for LSS: We will be collecting canned and boxed food to donate to LSS.  Keeping the food 
pantry full has been especially challenging this year.  There will be a donation box in the Narthex from 
Saturday, October 31 through Friday, November 13. 

Suggested food items: canned veggies, boxed potatoes, bagged rice, boxed dressing, pasta/sauce, canned 
mix fruit, cake/muffin mix, coffee, pumpkin filling, sugar, chicken broth, and flour. 

LSS Childrens Gifts: Just a reminder we will be collecting Christmas gifts from Saturday, Nov. 28 thru Sun. 
Dec. 13 for LSS Christmas Toys Give-A-Way. For those who would like to participate there will be a 
container in the Narthex to drop off your gift.  The gifts are for children ages infant - 12 years, boys and girls. 

I know that I have mentioned this before but there can never be too many thoughts or words of appreciation 
and thankfulness for those that have a heart and have answered the call to serve the preschool and the board. 
Continue to cover the preschool staff, families and children in your prayers. 

"Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father 

 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ."      Ephesians 5:20    

Mary & Martha Guild 
 
As I mentioned last month I wanted to have a get-
together for the Mary & Martha Guild.  I quickly sent 
out a letter announcing a casual meeting on Sat., Oct. 24 
at 11:30 am on the patio.  We had a small turnout (8), but it was nice to see 
everyone there and talk about some of our plans.  We voted to send LSS 
another $100 and $100 to the Elizabeth House from the Ploger Memorial.  We 
still really can’t get back to some of our mission projects due to restrictions, but 
we are helping with the work being done by other groups in our church — so 
life goes on-just in different forms. 

I am so happy to attend the new “patio” 10:00 am Worship Service on 
Sundays.  There was a nice turn out at this new time (changed from 8:00 am).  
It looks like this time frame is better for everyone.  Thank you to Pastor for 
adding it to his schedule! 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

Fall Family Fun 
 

Our Fall Family Fun was a 
very successful two 
Sunday event. We had 
twenty families come pick 
up treat bags, pumpkins 
and supplies for the 
following week Sunday 
School and afternoon fun 
time on Zoom. A photo op 
location was set up in the 
memorial garden for 
families to take pictures. 

For Sunday School on Oct. 25, 
the children used their supplies to create a jack-o’lantern with a 

green stem representing an open mind to learn about Jesus, two heart eyes to see 
His love, a fish mouth to speak as a fisher of men, two Bible ears to hear God’s 
Word, and a cross nose to keep Christ at the center of our lives. 

Later that afternoon, eleven families participated in our Zoom Family Fun time. The 
children showed off their costumes and decorated pumpkins, we played Bingo 
(thanks to Jason and Nicolean) and the video “find the eyeball” game, and heard a 
spooky story! The older children also enjoyed their breakout time together. 

Thanks to all who participated and worked on these events! 

What is Fellowship of Care??? 
Dear SOLC Parishioners, 

During these unprecedented times during the Covid-19 pandemic, Sherman 
Oaks Lutheran Church understands that there may be those among us who are 
financially struggling, such as putting food on the table. 

The church is accepting donations to provide our brothers and sisters in Christ 
with a week’s worth of groceries based on availability. If you are in need and 
would like to make a grocery request, please fill out the form at 
www.fellowshipofcare.com which will go ONLY to Pastor Utecht. Your privacy 
will be kept confidential. The items you request will be purchased and dropped 
off to your home by Pastor Utecht. 

Every dollar that you give will be “matched” from a special 
fund by an anonymous donor. For example, if you give $100, 
that means that $200 goes into our SOLC grocery fund. We 
will continue doing this until our matching fund is depleted. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”     Philippians 4:4-7 

Have a blessed day,  The SOLC Outreach Committee 

The Total as of 10/26 which has all been matched is:  $4,823.60! 
So far, 16 families have been given bags of food.  

by Cindy Hanna 

Pastor with Mr. Scarecrow-above 

Christian jack-o’lantern-left 
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KFUO.org 
broadcasts 
live chapel 
services from 
the LCMS 
(Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod) 

International Center at 10 a.m. 

Central time each weekday. 

Sermons are also archived 

online to listen at any time. 

Listen to  KFUO.org  podcast! 

With Thanksgiving just 
around the corner, our minds 

might be turning to what we have to be 
thankful for.  Due to the current condition of 
the world, we may be inclined to focus on the 
negative rather than the positive, and yet God’s Word 
implores us to “give thanks in all circumstances.”“give thanks in all circumstances.”“give thanks in all circumstances.”“give thanks in all circumstances.” (1 

Thessalonians 5:18) Having an “attitude of gratitude” 
creates the “cheerful giver” that’s mentioned in 2 
Corinthians. In addition to givinggivinggivinggiving, we can apply this 
mindset to all areas of stewardship.  

For those of us currently earningearningearningearning income through 
employment, it’s often easy to complain about our 
jobs or succumb to the stress that accompanies 
them. But the Scripture instructs us to “remember the “remember the “remember the “remember the 
Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth.”produce wealth.”produce wealth.”produce wealth.” (Deuteronomy 8:18) In other words, we 
should be thankful for our work, because work itself 
is a gift from God.  When it comes to savingsavingsavingsaving our 
money, a grateful heart encourages us to do so 
wisely; rather than hoarding, we choose to give back 
to the Father and His people.  

 

Paul said, “I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any 
and every situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 

I can do all this through Him who gives me 
strength.” (Philippians 4:12-13) When we are content 
with God’s provision, we’re less likely to spendspendspendspend on 
the material things of this world, protecting us 
from falling into debtdebtdebtdebt.  

Wishing a safe, healthy and happy Thanksgiving 
to you and your loved ones! “Give thanks to the “Give thanks to the “Give thanks to the “Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good; His love endures Lord, for He is good; His love endures Lord, for He is good; His love endures Lord, for He is good; His love endures 
forever.”forever.”forever.”forever.”    (Psalm 118:1) 

Don’t forgetDon’t forgetDon’t forgetDon’t forget: : : : if you are not yet comfortable 
attending in-person worship services, you can 

still support SOLC by mailing offerings to still support SOLC by mailing offerings to still support SOLC by mailing offerings to still support SOLC by mailing offerings to 
the church, downloading the Tithe.ly app, the church, downloading the Tithe.ly app, the church, downloading the Tithe.ly app, the church, downloading the Tithe.ly app, 

online “bill pay” through your bank, or online “bill pay” through your bank, or online “bill pay” through your bank, or online “bill pay” through your bank, or 
giving online at giving online at giving online at giving online at 

www.shermanoakslutheran.orgwww.shermanoakslutheran.orgwww.shermanoakslutheran.orgwww.shermanoakslutheran.org....     

Attitude of Gratitude by Andréa Vasilo 

I want to give a big heartfelt thanks to 

everyone for all of the cards, wishes, meals, 
and everything that has been extended to me 
and my family for Pastor Appreciation Month. I 
have to say, it absolutely worked, as I have 
indeed felt much appreciated, and that has 
been a big encouragement to me. Thank you all. 

On a related note, my family and I would like to 
thank everyone for the tremendous amount of 
love, congratulations, help, and 
generosity that have been showered 
on us since the birth of Zephyra. We 
have been truly amazed by such 
great love and care, and are deeply 
thankful. 

-Pastor and Rianne Utecht 
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Mike & Julie Kotraba (34 yrs) 11/9 

Eric & Alessandra Anderson  

 (3 yrs) 11/17 

Charlene Irwin 11/5 

Nancy Neumann 11/5 

Brei Brantley 11/6 

Madeline Peterson 11/6 

Andy Carpiac 11/8 

Gary Apgar 11/10 

Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 
celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     

Irene Jonassen 11/11 

Larry Nixon 11/11 

Alessandra Anderson 11/15 

Ben Selle 11/17 

Laurel Seaver 11/18 

Mike Kotraba 11/21 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    
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“Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, 
 for he is good; his love endures forever. ” Psalm 106:1 

 

Let’s give thanks to those who have given their 

time and talents here at SOLC in October. 

Altar Guild   Fay Darmian  

Serving Elder   Jeff Gordon 

Our spec ia l  thanks  to . . .  

9 the lovely teachers doing the Zoom Saturday 
and Sunday School for our children: Chris 
Gordon, Sonia Uwanawich, Anna Booher, 
Jessica Hanna, & Cindy Hanna. 

9 all who have helped make outdoor Worship, 
now at 10, & Communion possible.   

9 Pastor Utecht, Mike, and all who help in 
providing the church with ways to view 
worship at home during this pandemic.  

9 Congratulations to the Utecht family 
for the joyful addition of little Zephyra 
who was baptized on October 18.   

If there is anyone out there you feel deserves 
“thanks” for giving their time and talents to the 
church, please email me at brei04@hotmail.com. 

Sunday School and  
Saturday School via Zoom!!! 

 

Thanks to our wonderful team of Anna 
Booher, Chris Gordon, Jessica Hanna, and 
Sonia Uwanawich for providing lessons for 
our children via Zoom! 

Join us in our online Sunday school at 

11:30 a.m. (nursery—1st grade.) and  

Saturday school at 6:00 p.m.  
(2nd grade–5th grade).  

Look for the email with instructions on how 
to join and instructions for materials to 
download. If you do not receive an email by 
Saturday afternoon, please contact Chris at 
animator95@sbcglobal.net and we will get you 
added!  May joy and peace be with you all.  

Items Needed for LSS:  

♥ Travel size hygiene products:  bars of soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, 
women’s products 

♥ Protein bars, tuna, canned/packaged meats 

♥ Individually wrapped snacks 
♥ Any canned food with pop tops 
♥ Juice boxes 
♥ Water bottles 
♥ Boxed or canned goods to fill pantries 

♥ Sunscreen  
♥ Clothing in decent shape 

by Breilyn Brantley 

Lutheran Social Services—
Community Outreach 

The need continues to grow during this time.  

Continue to drop off non-perishable food anytime 
at the Gordons:  5807 Willis Ave. Sherman Oaks, 
91411, and we will continue to deliver it to LSS. 

If you would like to visit the LSS food pantry 
yourself or know of someone who might be helped 
through their services, the address is:   

7400 Tujunga, North Hollywood 

Hours - Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

8 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

“If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of 
your towns within your land that the Lord you God is giving you, you 

shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your brother, but 
you shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, 

whatever it may be.”   Deut. 15: 7-8 

by Chris Gordon 

A recent trip 
with food for 

LSS . 

Read the letter, on page 5, of thanks from LSS Area Director, 
Jan Maseda, to our congregation. 
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'The Lutheran Hour '   
Lutheran Hour Ministries has announced the addition 
of a new radio station to broadcast The Lutheran 
Hour® in the Los Angeles, CA market.  The 
coverage, spans up to 30 miles from Glendale, CA.  
You can listen to a message from the Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler, Speaker of The Lutheran Hour, every 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. on KKLA/99.5 FM. 

Now Airing  

on KKLA/ 

99.5 FM... 

 

grocery store: 

Register now, so SOLC contin-

ues to receive $ from the Ralphs Contributions Program… 

free to the shopper!!! 

The new program year began September 1.  Regis-
ter now at www.ralphs.com.  This past quarter, 6/1/20-
8/31/20, 8 households contributed $45.23 (and $56.51 
for the previous quarter) to SOLC just for shopping at 
Ralphs! (and being signed up!) 

For your convenience, step-by-step website registra-
tion instructions can be found at www.ralphs.com, 
type in Community Rewards, then sign in, be sure to 
type the organization name:  
                 Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church. 

Council 
highlights 

October 20, 2020 meeting 

♦ Pastor Utecht’s Report:  Pastor is impressed with 
our Mission statement and plans to use it to organize 
and prioritize his work each month. He is working with 
the confirmation class to finish up and hopefully be 
done by Thanksgiving.  Bible study will continue on 
Thursdays.  He will monitor the need for the Sunday 
11:15-1:30 communion, as we move our outdoor 
services to 10:00 a.m. 

♦ President’s Report (David Seaver):  We have a special 
donation from Chris Gordon’s mother’s estate 
designated to refurbish the mural in the Memorial 
Garden.  It will include a protective cover and a few 
additional plaques. 

♦ Financial Reports (Nick Palmer, Leslie O’Byrne, Heather 
Wolter):  Our accumulation report shows an increase in 
giving from this time last year. The Profit-Loss report 
still shows us in the red by approximately $1200 for 
the month.  The committee members who oversee 
the budget line items are asked to evaluate them 
monthly to make sure all the expenses are recorded 
correctly. 

♦ School Board Report (Heather Wolter):  The school 
budget is still in the red due to COVID.  The Board is 
discussing strategies to decrease expenses in order 
to reduce the deficit until more children return to our 
school. 

♦ Elders’ Report (Luigi Uwanawich):  The Elders continue 
to make phone calls to offer up prayers for all those 
hurting.  They are discussing the possibility of 
bringing back the “in person” Saturday night service. 

♦ Outreach Committee (Rhonda Renneker):  The major 
projects are the Fellowship of Care program, updating 
Servant Keeper, modernizing the outdoor corner sign, 
supporting Asmik’s ESL classes, and helping with 
marketing for the school and outdoor services. 
Committee members do the grocery shopping for the 
Fellowship of Care program (recipients are known to 
Pastor only). 

♦ Christian Education (Cindy Hanna):  Almost 20 families 
came on Sunday to pick up their pumpkin activity 
packets for the following zoom Sunday School. The 
new zoom curriculum is wonderful. 

♦ Trustees’ Report (Larry Hanna):  There are a few small 
projects to complete in the sanctuary, Pastor’s office 
and parsonage.  Larry will contact the original artist of 
the mural in the Memorial Garden to 
start the refurbishing work. 

♦ New or Old Business:  none 

Shop at 
smile.amazon.com 

Same products, same prices, same services as the 
Amazon you know.  (Sign in to amazon through 
smile.amazon so SOLC will receive the donation.) 

Amazon donates to your charity—Sherman Oaks 

Lutheran Church, 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases. 

Thrivent Financial 
All Thrivent members [needs to be initiated by 
members with Thrivent Financial products] can donate 
their 

Choice Dollars to Sherman Oaks Lutheran!  

Contact your agent to find out how.  It is free! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I had a conversation with someone the other 
day who was in a tight spot after losing her job 
because of COVID. During this time, we were 
blessed to discuss just how great of a hope we 
have in Jesus Christ, hope that sustains us all 
through this (far too lengthy) pandemic and all 
of life. The person was in a difficult situation to 
be sure, but from the look in her eyes, the tone 
of her voice, and the words she spoke, there 
was no doubt that because of her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, she had hope. 

It’s hard to remember sometimes, but you 
have the exact same hope. Often times we fail 
to realize just how great and powerful of a 
hope we have inside us until we really need it. 
However, in the midst of the difficult situations 
thrust on them because of COVID, many 
Christians have gone in search of hope, and 
have found it in abundance as they look to 
Jesus Christ and the Scriptures that testify of 
him. Contrary to what one might expect, the 
Christians who live with the greatest hope are 
often the ones who have faced the greatest 
challenges, and have learned the power of 
Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps now is a time for you when you do 
face such trying circumstances. Now may well 
be the time that you find just how great of a 
hope we have! But maybe it isn’t. Maybe you 
are doing quite well and life is going fairly 
smoothly. Nonetheless, why not grow in hope 
today? Whatever your situation, ask 
yourself: Does your life simply burst with 
the great hope that is yours in Jesus 
Christ? To be honest, mine sure doesn’t! 
That’s great, because it means that I can 
dive into Scripture and into prayer and find 
even more hope! Being inspired by the 
sister in Christ who lost her job and yet 
lived with such hope, inspired by those who 
have faced serious illness and found great 
hope, and many more, let us turn to 
Scripture and grow in hope! 

In closing then, I want to provide just a tiny, tiny 
sampling of Scripture passages on the topic of 
hope: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. -1 Peter 1:3-5 

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who 
fear him, on those whose hope is in his 
unfailing love. -Psalm 33:18 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why 
are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I 
shall again praise him, my salvation and my 
God. -Psalm 42:5 

But those who hope in the LORD will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint. -Isaiah 40:31 

My prayer for all of you is the same as this prayer 
recorded by the Apostle Paul: I pray that the eyes 
of your heart may be enlightened in order that 
you may know the hope to which he has called 
you. -Ephesians 1:18 

In Christ,  Pastor Utecht 

A Message from the Pastor 
by Pastor Titus Utecht 

Rianne’sRianne’sRianne’s family at Zephyra’s baptism, Oct. 18.Oct. 18.Oct. 18.   


