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From Pastor Utecht  

We will be offering the Lord’s Supper in a 
short 5 minute service on Sunday, Sept. 6 and 
Sept. 20, in the Church courtyard after our on-line 
service.  We will follow safety precautions. 

When you arrive at church between 11:15 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. enter into the courtyard (wear a mask, 
maintain physical distancing, and do not come if you 

have a fever or other COVID symptoms.)  A hand 
sanitizer station will be set up. 

If you desire to receive the Lord’s 
Supper, but this time frame does 
not work for you, please call the 
church and we will be happy to 

arrange another time. 

Praise the Lord! On September 6, we will begin 
offering outdoor services! This will be done in 
addition to our normal live-stream, which will 
continue as usual. After going far too long without 
meeting together for worship, we are excited and 
thankful to enjoy the encouragement that comes from 
meeting with fellow saints of SOLC. 

The outdoor worship service will take place in the 
courtyard and adjacent parking lot at 8 AM on 
Sundays. (Hopefully it will be nice and cool at that early hour!) 
We will follow an order of service that is a blend of the 
Saturday and Sunday service, with a few adjustments 
made for the outdoor setting. Communion will also 
be offered during this service.  The main gate for 
the church (on Kester Ave) will be closed off and part 
of the parking lot as well, to allow for distancing and 
spacing for all who gather. However, the entrance on 
the Children’s Center side (on Dickens St) will be open 
and parking will be available there. 

For those who desire to come but are not 
comfortable sitting in the courtyard (either 
because of heat or health!), we will be 
broadcasting the service on a small FM 
transmitter within a one block radius. You 
can simply park your car at or near the 
church and dial your radio in to the frequency 
we will be using and listen in your car, just 
like you would listen to the radio. (We do not yet 
know what frequency we will use.) We will also use 
this FM transmitter to broadcast the regular 
Saturday 5 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. services 
if you would like to drive up and tune in for 
those. 

While we are eager to worship together, we 
also strongly desire to keep everyone safe. 
Please wear a mask and maintain physical 
distancing from those outside your family 
unit. Temperature checks and verbal 
screening will be done upon arrival. (You may 
choose to come a bit earlier for the check in.) We ask 
that anyone who has a fever or other COVID 
symptoms or who has been in recent contact 
with someone who has tested positive for 
COVID remain at home. 

Even as we offer this in-person service, we 
recognize that for many of our members it 
does not yet make sense to meet in person. 
We miss you and would desperately love to 
have you join us, but absolutely understand 
that for many the best decision is to continue 
worshiping online. We will still broadcast our 
online services at the regular times. We will 
also continue offering the Lord’s Supper in 
the courtyard from 11:15-1:30 every other 
Sunday. (Next up is September 6th!) 

-Pastor Utecht 

Reopening for Outdoor Worship, Sundays @ 8 AM 
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We are very excited to be open and starting the 2020-2021 new school year.  We are 
especially excited to present a new Kinder Enrichment program in the afternoon.  
With so many children out of school and having virtual learning from home, the afternoon 

program is a wonderful service we can offer our families.  The teachers have a new curriculum and are also 
helping the children with the packets they are receiving from their elementary teachers.  We have this 
wonderful opportunity to continue to teach the children about God’s love for them and for them to hear the 
Word of our precious Lord and Savior.  Spread the word about our new Kinder Enrichment program!!! 
 
Praise God for our new students and their parents.  The children transitioned wonderfully as they came to 
preschool for the first time, seeing our beautiful happy teachers with masks covering their beautiful smiles.  
They entered the school and in fairly quick time became familiar with their teachers.  Continue to pray that we 
remain focused on our work all for the glory of God.  Thank you for continuing to be the Prayer Warriors that 
you are in lifting up our parents, children, and staff. 

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

I’ve been going through some of the recent past 
“Oakleaves” (May, June, July, August).  It’s really quite 
amazing, that we seem to be busier than ever with 
all our virtual activities!  It is good to see so many 
things going on despite the “virus.”   

I am so proud to be part of our church and all our 
members.  What a fantastic group of people.  It will 
be so great when we can get back to “normal.”  
There will be no stopping us, especially since we 
have Pastor Utecht leading us on!   

We are so blessed to 
have Pastor Utecht as our 
spiritual leader.  Even 
though it has been a short 
time, he seems to fit right 
in with us  —  for that we 
are thankful! 

Thank you, God, for 
Pastor Utecht  

and us all. 
Keep well! 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  

 

 

Join  in . . .  

Family Virtual Game 
Time 

����  for ALL ages  ���� 

Charades - Boggle 
Scavenger Hunt 

Sunday, September 13 
4 pm-5 pm 

 
Grab your bowl of popcorn 

and play!  

Chris Gordon is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Family Game Time 

Time: Sep 13, 2020, 04:00 PM  

Join the zoom meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75671680031?

pwd=eHhDMHZ0S0pONkN2ckNPdlZlcFp0dz09 

Meeting ID: 756 7168 0031 

Passcode:  P9KubB 
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

Zoom Time 

Together  

Both Saturday and 

Sunday School united 

in the invitation to 

recreate the 

tabernacle or their own worship areas.  

We wanted to share this bit of precious 

joy with you when we can’t join together in 

our Sanctuary right now.  Maybe take a 

lesson from 

our kids and 

build your own. 

Here is a 

wonderful link 

of inspiration 

for you:  A 

Virtual Reality 

Tour of the 

Biblical 

Tabernacle  
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=a5jnu61UYaQ 
&feature=youtu.be 

What is 
Fellowship of Care??? 

 

An email was sent out to SOLC parishioners on August 17, 
2020 regarding the Fellowship of Care.  In case you missed it, 

here is the letter of explanation. 

Dear Fellow SOLC Parishioners, 

During these unprecedented times during the Covid-19 
pandemic, Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church 
understands that there may be those among us who are 
financially struggling, such as putting food on the 
table. 

The church is accepting donations to provide our 
brothers and sisters in Christ with a week’s worth of 
groceries based on availability. If you are in need and 
would like to make a grocery request, please fill out 
the form at www.fellowshipofcare.com which will go 
ONLY to Pastor Utecht. Your privacy will be kept 
confidential. The items you request will be purchased 
and dropped off to your home by Pastor Utecht. 

If you feel the Spirit move you to give over and above 
your tithing to the Fellowship of Care fund, each dollar 
you give will be matched dollar for dollar.  You can 
give through http://tithe.ly using the Fellowship of Care 
category, or make a special note in your method of 
giving. Every dollar that you give will be “matched” 

from a special fund by an anonymous donor. For 
example, if you give $100, that means that $200 goes 
into our SOLC grocery fund. We will continue doing 
this until our matching fund is depleted. 

While we were taught in the Great Commission by the 
resurrected Jesus to spread the Gospel to all nations of 
the world, we first want to tend to our fellow SOLC 
family during this extraordinary time of need. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let 

your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 

hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.”     Philippians 4:4-7 

May God continue to bless Sherman Oaks Lutheran 
Church and especially our newly ordained Pastor and 
his family. 

Have a blessed day,  The SOLC Outreach Committee 

Total as of 8/27 is:  $1550 x 2 (matching) = $3,100! 
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Saturday Morning 

Book Study 

We continue our Book Study, 
“Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church” by Thom Rainer.  
Everyone is invited to join 
Saturday mornings at 11 a.m. 
on our zoom meetings.  

We have had many wonderful discussions on 
what causes a church to close and how we can 
avoid this potential problem for any church. “If 
we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves,” therefore, we are examining how 
and why we do things.  

Although our church is thriving during these 
challenging times, we must continue to ask 
ourselves what we are doing with God’s Will 
for our church and community. Here are 
several items we discussed over the last few 
meetings: 

♥ Find more ways to connect our Saturday and 
Sunday service attendees.  We are a diverse 
community of believers but are united as one 
in Christ. 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 tells us: 
“Whatever your hand finds 

to do, do it with all your might.”  In 
other words, God wants us to be faithful in 

everything to which God calls us.  God calls us to 
be members of a family, members of society, and 
members of the Church.  Each of these callings 
from God places specific duties upon us. 

As members of a family, husbands are to die for 
their wives as Christ gave His life for the Church, 
while wives are to respect their husbands and 
submit to them as the Church does to Christ. 
Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in 
fear and admonition of the Lord, while children are 
to honor their parents throughout their lives. 

As members of society, God calls those who govern 
to punish evil and reward good. In turn, those who 
are governed should obey these leaders as they 
would the Lord. 

 
by Andréa Vasilo 

As members of the Church, God calls those who 
preach and teach to do so in faithfulness to His Holy 
Word. In turn, those who hear and learn are to 
submit themselves to their preachers and teachers, 
and support them through prayers and gifts. 

These callings require our time, talents and 
treasures. So, pray for your family, your government, 
and your church, and give of yourself to them. 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 
might.” (Ecclesiastes 9:10)  This is what it means to be 
faithful. 

Don’t forget: despite the current schedule of no in-
person worship services, you can still support SOLC 
by mailing offerings to the church, downloading the 
Tithe.ly app, online “bill pay” through your bank 
(which should not cost you, nor us, any money!), 
or giving online at www.shermanoakslutheran.org.  

With All Your Might 

♥ Term limits for committees and council and how 
to get more people with differing views on 
committees. 

♥ The idea of putting others above ourselves after 
reading that “dying churches tend to look 
inward, instead of outward,” such as into the 
community. 

♥ The importance of connecting with and giving 
personal invitations to others. 

♥ Everyone needs the Gospel—no matter what 
happens in society, politically or socially. 

♥ Serving one another and the community. 

♥ Write a simple vision statement which provides 
focus, clarity, direction and is easy to 
remember! 

♥ Having “New Member” classes that include “old 
members” to remind us of who we are as 
Lutherans and to help us make closer 
connections with new members. 

We have discussed many more ideas and we look 
forward to hearing from you and connecting with 
you as well. Please join us on Saturday mornings 
at 11:00 a.m.  Look for the Zoom invite by email 
prior to the meeting sent by Mike Renneker. 
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Mario & Miriam Sweet (13 yrs) 9/22 

Craig & Tanya Peterson (15 yrs) 9/24 

Alexis Murcott 9/1 

Torrey Murcott 9/1 

Haley Marshall 9/5 

Caydence Renneker 9/6 

Anthony Lee 9/15 

Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 

celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

Our worship services are broadcast LIVE 
on the World Wide Web… 

 

Share the great news with your friends and relatives all around the 
world at… 

 

http://www.sundaystreams.com/go/ShermanOaksLutheran 
 

Whether you are home ill or in another state OR our Sanctuary is closed due to 

COVID — you can “worship” with us on your computer screen! 

Check us out on   Saturdays-5 p.m.  ~~~~  Sundays-10 a.m. 

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     
Yasuko Fischer 9/18 

Parisa Foroughiazar 9/20 

Hope Gordon 9/26 

Michael O’Byrne 9/27 

Daphne Stegman 9/27 

Sandra Uwanawich 9/28 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

The SOLC Prayer Chain has 

been very active during this time of 
COVID-19 closure!  This is a wonderful 
way to stay connected and do what 
God has called us to do - be a ‘house 
of prayer!’  You may submit prayer 
requests to Chris Gordon at 
animator95@sbcglobal.net  where we have 
a dedicated group of prayer warriors 
lift your needs to the Lord.   

If you would like to be on the list to 
RECEIVE the requests of others so 
you too can lift them in prayer, let 
Chris know the best email for you to be 
added to the emailings.  ALL prayer 
requests are to remain confidential. 

The Elder hotline is now… 

  

Pastor Utecht’s phone number  

(call or text) is:  818-730-7955. 

“Give me a call or  
send me a text sometime!  

I’d love to hear from you.” -Pastor Utecht 

Please remember Monday is his day off, so 
call only for urgent needs!  Thank you. 
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“Now, our God, we give you thanks,  
and praise your glorious name.”  1 Chronicles 29:13 

 
Let’s take time out to give thanks to those who have 
given their time and talents here at SOLC in the 

months of July and August. 

Altar Guild   Inga Windsor  

Serving Elder   Luigi Uwanawich—July;  
Larry Nixon-August 

Our spec ia l  thanks  to . . .  

8 all who helped with the Children’s Hunger Fund.  

8 Pastor Utecht, Mike, and all who help in providing 
the church with ways to watch our worship 
services at home during this pandemic.  

8 Caroline Satyadi for donating 2 amazing fans and a 
wonderful vacuum to our Youth Loft. 

8 Mike Renneker for seeking out so many beautiful 
faces in our church to read scripture each week.  It 
is a joy to see each one of them! 

8 Pastor and Elders for providing communion 
outside every other week.  It is a precious gift and 
nourishment for our souls! 

8 parents and kids for sticking with us for Saturday 
and Sunday school through Zoom! 

8 Sat. & Sun. School Teachers-via Zoom  Chris 
Gordon, Sonia Uwanawich, Anna Booher, Jessica 
Hanna, & Cindy Hanna. 

8 Liz for all you do to keep us in the loop. 

8 Elders for providing the Saturday morning book 
study, Autopsy of a Deceased Church…12 Ways to 
Keep Yours Alive.  It has been a wonderful 
opportunity to focus prayers and commitment to 
areas to improve. 

8 All those on the re-opening Committee for your 
commitment to keep us all safe. 

If there is anyone out there you feel deserves “thanks” for giving 
their time and talents to the church, please email me at 

brei04@hotmail.com. 

Items Needed for LSS:  

♥ Travel size hygiene products:  bars of 
soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, women’s products 

♥ Protein bars, tuna, canned/
packaged meats 

♥ Individually wrapped snacks 
♥ Any canned food with pop tops 
♥ Juice boxes 
♥ Water bottles 
♥ Boxed or canned goods to fill 

pantries 

♥ Sunscreen  
♥ Clothing in decent shape 

by Breilyn Brantley 

Thank you, 
generous givers for 
another 
opportunity to do a 
drop off of hope to 
Lutheran Social 
Services (LSS) 
from our brothers 
and sisters in need.  
We promised to collect 
and deliver donations until Covid was over and 
that we shall do. 

Continue to drop non-perishable food anytime 
to our home: 5807 Willis Ave. Sherman Oaks, 
91411 and we will continue to get it to LSS. 

If you would like to visit the LSS food pantry 
yourself or know of someone who might be 
helped through their services, the address is:   

7400 Tujunga, North Hollywood 

Hours - Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

8 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

by Chris Gordon 
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Let’s have some FellowshipFellowshipFellowshipFellowship! …  

Virtual Fellowship that is! 

every Sunday, at 1 p.m. 

For those who have joined us on a zoom 
meeting, you will be sent an email at 12:45 pm. 

If you have not, make sure that Mike Renneker has your email 
address by 12:45 p.m. (Send your email address to renndog@gmail.com). 

We will be able to see each other and chat.  We will virtually “see” 
you this Sunday afternoon! 

Sunday School and 

Saturday School 

 via Zoom!!! 
 

Thanks to our wonderful team 
of Anna Booher, Chris 

Gordon, Jessica Hanna, and 
Sonia Uwanawich for 

providing lessons for our 
children via Zoom! 

Join us in our online 
Sunday school at 11:30 
a.m. (nursery—1st grade) and 

Saturday school at 6:00 
p.m. (2nd grade–5th grade).  

Look for the email with 
instructions on how to join and 
instructions for materials to 
download. If you do not 
receive an email by Saturday 
afternoon, please contact 
Chris at animator95@sbcglobal.net 
and we will get you added!  
May joy and peace be with 
you all.  

  From Joan Mann   (8/11/2020) 
 

Thanks for the Good News on Sunday, Aug. 9, which 

my granddaughter helped me view on her laptop. 

Thanks to Jovanna Tankou for reaffirming what I have 
always believed:  In Christ we are one.  And it was fun to see 

my old fiend Suzie Taylor. 

I miss everyone.  (My daughter will fix my lap top some how 
when she has time; then I need it connected to Wi-Fi.  My old 

computer gave out years ago.)      Love in Christ,     Joan 

Join us on Thursday night  
as we continue learning about  

Christ establishing the Church in Acts!  

6:30 p.m.  Virtual coffee & fellowship 

6:45-7 p.m. Login to the Zoom meeting 

We are journeying through the beginnings of the 
Christian Church and applying it to our church now. 

This is a Holy Spirit led time of reading through the 
passage and discussing it together. We go as far as 
the Holy Spirit takes us each week. 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Book Study on Acts 

Never too late to join in and study God’s 
Word...Hope to Virtually “seeee” You on 

Thursday! 

 We continue our 
 new column … this 
is a “pick me up!” because of COVID-19. Enjoy!  

Feeling isolated and alone? 

Do you want to hear from God?! 

Open God’s Word with us every Thursday 
evening from 7-8 pm via Zoom. 

Join the zoom meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88499874998?

pwd=SnpZZmFsR2RHWFp6dWNJOG9MNVFoUT09 
meeting ID: 884 9987 4998 

passcode: 431874 

Every week stands on its own. You can join 
ANYTIME!  Please be assured that this is a 
place to grow and learn together. 

Take that first step and get connected.  
We can’t wait to WELCOME you! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

What a difficult time to be a Christian! 
COVID has made so many aspects of our 
Christian faith to be quite the challenge. What a 
loss to not be able to meet together and enjoy 
the encouragement that comes from being 
surrounded by the congregation of believers! 
How difficult it is to not be able to raise our 
voices with fellow saints in praise, singing the 
beloved hymns and songs that have spurred on 
our faith. What a test to try to find edification in 
the faith from watching on a screen what is 
normally seen live. How trying to be separated 
from our brothers and sisters in Christ, not 
enjoying the weekly time together as is the 
custom of the family of God! Yes, it sure is a 
difficult time to be a Christian. 

In the midst of this great trial, my encouragement 
to you is this: Rejoice! Scripture tells us “Count 
it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. And let steadfastness have 
its full effect, that you may be effect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4) I 
find this verse especially encouraging because it 
says to find joy in meeting “trials of various 
kinds.” When James wrote these words, I’m sure 
the specific trials that arise in our lives on 
account of COVID were far from his mind, yet 
they are certainly included. 

Indeed we have much to rejoice about on 
account of our faith during COVID. First, as 
James says, let this testing of the faith lead to 
growth. The benefits of in-person 
services may be gone temporarily, 
but Jesus never leaves us. As we 
struggle with not enjoying the 
presence of our fellow brothers 
and sisters in the faith, lean all the 
more on our ever-present elder 
brother, Jesus Christ. Seek him all 

the more diligently, talk to Him in prayer, listen 
to Him speak to you in His Word.  Do that with 
the church online, do it with your family at home, 
do it by yourself in personal devotion. 

What’s more, remember and rejoice in the great 
blessing it is to be a Christian in the midst of 
these trials. Yes, COVID makes it hard to 
practice some aspects of our faith, but imagine 
trying to go through this pandemic without such 
faith! While the world around us is living in fear 
and panic, we have a real and true hope in Jesus 
Christ, one that conquers fear. We know that 
our Lord holds the world in his hands and that he 
is in control, even of the pandemic. We know 
that Jesus Christ has conquered death. So even in 
the face of all the death that the virus brings, we 
need not fear. What’s more, our shared faith 
helps us to meet many of the other side effects of 
the pandemic as well. Where Christians face 
economic hardships because of the virus, they can 
turn to their family for help—their family in 
Christ! (Indeed, if you are facing such hardships, 
let me know! Your family in Christ is here to 
help! See also the Fellowship of Care 
announcement on page 3). Where people face 
loneliness, Christians can know of the comforting 
presence of Jesus with them, and can also reach 
out to their family in Christ for help. (Again, if 
you face this or any other issue, let me know! 
The church is here to help!) I could go on and on 
about the ways in which God has so equipped his 
people and his church to meet such a challenge as 
this COVID pandemic. While the world around 
us flounders about in various ways because of the 

virus, we have the peace of 
Christ which comes from 
being so equipped.  What a 
great time to be a Christian! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Utecht 

818-730-7955 

A Message from the Pastor 

by Pastor Titus Utecht 


