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At long last, it is time for confirmation! 
On Sunday, August 29, we will have 
the honor of hearing four faithful and 
devoted young Christians confirm 
their faith:  

Caleb Gordon  Torrey Murcott  

Alexis Murcott  Dave-Ryan Tankou.  

They completed instruction almost a year 
ago, but we have waited thus far partially 
because of scheduling and largely so that 
you all can be present to witness this great 
day. Please mark your calendars and make 
sure to witness this very important event, 
and thank the Lord for raising up another 
generation of faith. 

The Day of Confirmation is Sunday, August 29 

Thank you to Mrs. Hanna Thank you to Mrs. Hanna Thank you to Mrs. Hanna Thank you to Mrs. Hanna for 

faithfully and loving dealing with us 

for 2 years of Confirmation 

instruction.  We hope we will shine 

with all you have poured into us and 

serve God, and the church, well! 

Gratefully yours! 

Torrey , Lexi , Dave Ryan , and Cal  

(our moms and dads, too)  

Mercy Pack Prayer Cards  

Jesus knows your trials and He offers you peace. He 
tells us that “In this world you will have troubles, but take 

heart, I have overcome the world.” - John 16:33  

I am praying for you, that you may find hope and rest in 
Jesus, God’s Son, who loves you with His life. He knows 

and cares for your every need. You are His beloved 
creation and I care about you, too.  

Praying for you...  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.” - Romans 15:13  

School’s back in session.  

Remember to drive 

carefully around 
schools! 

Let Members Give Anywhere at Anytime 

 Online Mobile Text 

Next week we will have on our church website 
an icon to click on, thus giving through Vanco.  
The best thing about this is, Vanco directly sends 
the report into Servant Keeper, which is our data-
base and where the yearly giving statements are 
generated! 

As we incorporate Vanco into our weekly routine we 
will start using the many functions that Vanco offers 
to congregations.  Stay tuned! 

A Trusted Partner That Will 
Help Your Church 
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WOW!! summer is officially over.  The children have already been back in school 
for two weeks.  It is hard to believe an entire year has flashed before our eyes.  
With mixed emotions we said our final goodbyes to our children moving on to 

kindergarten. The teachers and parents partnering together have done a wonderful job preparing them 
for this new journey.  God is good and has a plan for their lives yet to be unfolded.   

SOLCC faculty is awesome!!  Our summer program was a big success with the children enjoying the 
fun of being with other children.  Our teachers are ready to share the love of God with their students 
and present them with well-planned lessons to help them grow and achieve what lies before them. 

Thank you, Heather Wolter, for 25 years of dedicated service to our preschool!  
Thank you also to Dorene Rubin, our new president, and Tanya Peterson, for her expertise in Human 
Resources, as they continue their service on the school board.  We welcome Jessica Hanna, Charlotte 
Hinrichs, and Eric Anderson, Council Vice President.  We look forward to their input and working together. 

God continues to bless the school with a steady flow of children 
and teachers that love the Lord and can step in as the attendance 
grows.  Please pray that we remain focused on our work all for 
God’s glory.  Thank you for continuing to be the Prayer Warriors 
that lift up our parents, children, and faculty.  

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

How can it be possible that it is September already?  Our 
weather is still so hot and we again have more COVID 
restrictions.  Happily we have been able to serve coffee and 
treats after Sunday worship since August 1.  Everyone seems to be happy about gathering together in 
the courtyard.  If anyone has a special event they would like to share with members, please let me know.  
We have done that in the past and would like to continue that tradition.  There is also a sign-up sheet in 
the hallway across from the bathrooms. 

The Mary and Martha Guild will have a meeting on Saturday, 
September 11 at 10:00 a.m!  All women are welcome and 
encouraged to join us.  We will have coffee, snacks, and 
lunch.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the Narthex.   

We still are not sure what Mary & Martha Guild projects we can 
start, but it is good to get together.  There are many activities 
going on at church, so we can help in those ways and 
keep the interest going for the whole church!   

Continue your prayers.  See you in 
church on Sunday mornings or 
Saturday evenings.  We continue to all 
be needed! 

God bless us all. 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center 
by Diane Nixon, Director  

 

Sherman Oaks Lutheran Children’s Center 

14847 Dickens Street,  Sherman Oaks, 91403 

Tel: (818) 784-9480  ·  Fax: (818) 784-5736 

www.lutheranchildrenscenter.org 

 

We need youyouyouyou….  
Just like we need 

ALL ALL ALL ALL the colors colors colors colors 
of crayons of crayons of crayons of crayons 

in the box!!! 
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Mercy Pack  Reflection Guide (for parishioner)   

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy.”- Matthew 5:7  

As you prepare to be the hands and feet of Jesus by 
sharing these Mercy Packs with those in need, 
consider for a moment what you might be 
experiencing if you found yourself homeless. You’d 
be hungry and thirsty, possibly hot or cold depending 
on the weather... You may find yourself alone and 
feeling abandoned or ashamed... May the mercy and 
love of our Savior drive our desire to help these 
hurting souls.  

Grab your Bible and meditate now on the promises 
and warnings we receive from Scripture. In Matthew 
25:31-46 Jesus reminds us that when we care for 
those in need, we are serving our Lord Himself! And 
in turn, when we deny mercy to others, we do so to 
our Lord. Other warnings are found in Proverbs 3:27-
28, Proverbs 21:13. But more importantly, being 

motivated by the Gospel, we are promised in 
James 2:13-18 that “the one who shows mercy 
can stand without fear before the Judge.” And we 
might be caring for angels unknowingly! (Hebrews 
13:2)  

Pause and pray for the ones who will receive 
Christ's mercy by your hand through these Mercy 
Packs. Pray for them, God’s beloved creation, that 
they may know the love of their Creator, the hope 
of their Savior, and the basic needs of this life. 
You may sign the prayer card in the Mercy Pack 
(first name only) as you seek to encourage and 
bring hope to the one receiving mercy.  

Finally a note, be safe and discerning. Listen to 
the Spirit’s guidance and don't ignore His 
warnings. Wisely and safely go about distributing, 
trusting God’s guidance and protection.  

May God bless this ministry as we seek to reach 
the poor and needy and offer to them Christ’s 
hope that is never outspent.’ 

Mercy 
Packs 

Assembling for distribution! 

Be sides this page, see article on 
page 6 and the cover.  

Call for  
Petal Pushers 

Volunteers 
 

Volunteer with the 
PetalPushers during 

the Christmas 
holidays. 

As a PetalPusher 
volunteer, you 
participate through 
float decoration and/
or assist with 
outreach and 
hospitality before, 
during, and after the 
Tournament of Roses 
Parade.   

Each year the 
Lutheran Laymen’s 
League/Lutheran 
Hour Ministries is the 
lone float devoted to 
proclaiming God’s 
love in Jesus.  You 
can watch the parade 
on several stations — 
NBC, ABC, Hallmark 
Channel, and others, 
as well as on the 
American Forces 
Network.   

For more on the 
PetalPushers, go to 
petalpushers.org. 
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This year’s VBS offerings 
were given to the 

Guatemala Chicken Coop 
Project 

 
The VBS students and friends contributed 
$500 for the ministry of Children’s HopeChest 
in Guatemala, specifically the Chicken Coop 
Project.  With school not meeting in person 
because of COVID, we thought the chicken 
coop project was the next best thing. 

Thank you to all who contributed.  
AND to all who send in extra funds to 
supplement our VBS budget this year.  
Your gifts came in handy for paying for the 
various projects that went along with VBS… 
building, making lighthouse items, and the 
like.  Thank you! 

 

by Cindy Hanna 

Our 44-year-old Abbott and Seiker 
Pipe Organ needs our help. We are so blessed at Sherman 
Oaks Lutheran to have an active pipe organ and organist 
to enrich our worship experience.  

Our organ was built in 1977, by the Abbot and Seiker 
Organ Company of Los Angeles, funded by a gift from 
Augusta Tews.  Sandra Bostrom, a long-time member, 
music director, organist, professor, composer… helped the 
company design the organ to fit our specific worship space. 
A short time after it was installed, a fire in the sanctuary 
melted some of the pipes and caused extensive smoke 
damage.  Don Bostrom headed up a team of volunteers to 
take the organ apart, repair, clean, reassemble and tune it. 

In 2017, in celebration of the Reformation’s 500th 
Anniversary, the organ was tuned by Kyle Irwin, head 
curator of the Merle Norman Museum.  At that time, Kyle 
found four of the zinc trumpet bass pipes were badly bent 
and in need of repair.  Kyle estimated that an organ 
company would charge about $4,000 to repair just those 
pipes. The repair was postponed. There were stops on the 
organ that could not be used because of the damaged 
pipes. 

The major renovation of the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 
in 2020 required protection of the organ from construction 
debris. Kyle Irwin suggested the Rosales Organ Company 
of Los Angeles. They inspected the organ and found that 

an additional eight pipes were now bent and damaged for a 
total of twelve pipes. Two had completely collapsed thus 
damaging other pipes. The air supply system was damaged 
so there was insufficient air flow to play a full array of pipes. 
They divided their estimate into parts:  need immediate 
attention, and those that could wait until they were funded. 

Before the reconstruction in June, 2020, the organ bench, 
pedal board, a full rank of delicate pipes, and all twelve 
damaged pipes were removed; the remaining parts of the 
organ were covered and sealed from dirt. After the 
construction, minor repairs were completed, the parts were 
returned, reassembled and tuned. For a better sound quality 
these pipes are made of pure zinc. However, zinc has a low 
melting temperature. The original support design for the 
pipes was not sufficient to keep them upright. Our summer 
temperatures are increasing.  One day last year the 
temperature reached 117 degrees around the pipes which 
are vulnerable to anything over 90 degrees.  Our budget 
doesn’t include air conditioning the church while it is empty. 
The pipes are bending again. It would be best to protect 
those pipes before they bend even more.  Rosales 
straightened and repaired the pipes so that the organ would 
be functional, even though that was planned for later 
funding. The Rosales Organ Company built the magnificent 
Walt Disney Concert Hall Organ. They will build for us a 
European Sky Rack to custom fit and hold each pipe in its 
place, keeping each pipe from bending in the future.  

The Rosales Organ Builders can repair, protect, clean, 
reassemble and tune our organ for $2,335. We are almost 
one quarter toward our goal with donations totaling $550! 

It would be wonderful to fund the cleaning and rack before 
our summer heat causes more damage. Completing it now 
will assure its use in beautifying our worship experience for 
many years to come. The cost of delaying the process will 
continue to rise.  

Organ maintenance is not part of any committee, nor is it 
included in the budget.  We now have an Organ Repair line 
item in our Designated Accounts. Gifts above our normal 
offerings can be earmarked for that account by adding a 
note on the check’s memo line. As soon as we have 
reached our goal, we can proceed with the project. Any 
extra funds will be held for future tuning and maintenance. 

If the sound of organ music fills your soul and enriches your 
worship experience, please consider an extra gift with a 
designation to the Organ Repair fund.   

Let’s, “Make a Joyful Noise!” 

by Elaine Werner Make a Joyful Noise Fund!  ♫♫  
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Mario & Miriam Sweet (14 yrs) 9/22 

Craig & Tanya Peterson (16 yrs) 9/24 

Alexis Murcott 9/1 

Torrey Murcott 9/1 

Haley Marshall 9/5 

Caydence Renneker 9/6 

Anthony Lee 9/15 

(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those celebrating on those celebrating on those celebrating on those celebrating 
their birthday or anniversartheir birthday or anniversartheir birthday or anniversartheir birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

Charlotte Hinrichs 9/16 

Yasuko Fischer 9/18 

Parisa Foroughiazar 9/20 

Hope Gordon 9/26 

Michael O’Byrne 9/27 

Daphne Stegman 9/27 

Sandra Uwanawich 9/28 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

What a fun MOVIE NIGHT!  We had 32 in attendance.   

The movie, “Church People” “Church People” “Church People” while a bit over the top with wackyness, drove 
home the truth of how the gospel message of Jesus... is, was and always will be 
enough. This was such affirmation in direction regarding the operations / 
missions of our church.  

It was beautiful to gather in the night air on our blankets to gather in the night air on our blankets to gather in the night air on our blankets and cozy chairs while 

munching onmunching onmunching on   concessionsconcessionsconcessions  supplied by our high school  supplied by our high school  supplied by our high school  youth and their youth and their youth and their 
friends.  Thank you to all of them:       

Jovana and her 
friend, Tim; Lexi & 
Torrey with 
friend, Marco; 
Hope and friend, 
Lily, and Caleb.  

Thank you to all of YOU, 

who generously gave 
toward the movie and 

snacks to raise $128 toward travels to 
the National Youth Gathering in 

Houston, TX next summer.   

Let us know if you would like another 
movie night soon!  

5 Former 
members 
are now in 
their new 
homes up 

North!  

 
This week 
we heard 
from Deb-
bie Pinto 
and The 
Palmer 
family.  

They are 
both settled 
(or getting 
settled) in 
their new 
homes. 

 
Both are 

now close 
to family!  

 
Congratula-

tions and  
We Miss 

You!!! 
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Mercy Packs 
- our WHOLE church ministry to LA’s 
needy and homeless communities 

A Mercy Pack is a gallon zip lock bag filled 
with daily care items and/or food staples 
with a gospel encouragement.  

Please prayerfully consider donating sup-
plies from the list. Drop them in the ex-
panded Mercy Packs station in the Fellow-
ship Hall, right across from the mailboxes. It 
is set up as self service. Or just drop them 
on the stage and someone will sort them. 
Cases of water should be left intact and put 
next to the Mercy Pack Station. Once we 
have enough supplies restocked, we will 
plan a Covid safe Packing Party. 

by Chris Gordon 
 

Let’s give thanks to those 
who have given their time and talents here in August.  

Our thanks to: 
 Mike Renneker AGAIN...for all the unseen details you pull 

together for all of our events to not only run smoothly but 
SHINE!  Movie Night and Bingo gatherings are held together 
by your glue! 

 Evelyn and Tahirih for making our fellowship time sweeter 
with coffee, treats and hospitality. 

 Eric Lee and Pastor for setting up the wonderful visit from 
missionaries, Rev. Dr. Michael and Jen-Yi “Irene” Paul 

Items Needed for the Mercy Packs:  
Cases of water (small bottles)  

or juice bags 
toothpaste (travel size) & toothbrushes 

adult socks & thin gloves 
cups of fruit or apple sauce 
fruit bars & granola bars 

pop tops: tuna fish, spam or Spagettios 
packets of tuna, cookies  

peanut butter (or plain) cracker packs 
spoons, forks & napkins 
zip-lock 1-gallon bags 

hygiene items: body wash, deodorant, 
small bars of soap,  

sunscreen (smaller size) 
shampoo, conditioner, women’s 

 menstrual products and  
small brushes and combs. 

Mercy Pack Ministry - exciting updates! 

What a blessing to have our Mercy Pack Ministry up and 
running again.  Thanks to all for your generous donations; we 
were able to pack over 60 bags for our community and almost 
all have been distributed!  (See page 3 for pictures of the recent Mercy 
Pack-ing.) With these packs of essentials: water, protein and 
hygiene basics, we are thankful to include an updated resource 
card and personalized prayer card in each bag.  These were 
beautifully crafted by Rianne as well as a reflection guide for 
each of us as we minister from a place of understanding (God’s 
incredible mercy for each of us.) and compassion.  PLEASE 
take the time to read through these additions. (Guides: see bottom 
right corner, cover left side, and on bottom of page 3.) 

Another wonderful update!  Hope of the Valley Rescue Mission 
is thrilled to receive Mercy Packs from our church for distribution 
at their Tyrone location.  Our own Fay Darmian is an angel of  

*Point People*:  Rianne Utecht, Cynthia Poliak, Chris Gordon 

Sooo...all that said...it is time to refill those baskets again in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please cut out or take a pic of this shopping list 
so you always have it with you! 

Note... we have plenty of Ziplock bags and utensil packs for 
now.  We are lowest in the hygiene products.   

God bless the person who repurposed pill bottles 
for shampoo and conditioner!  (Hint Hint...you 
can do that as well, just pour the shampoo [or condition-
er] into a pill bottle. Sharpie S or C on the lid and bottle!) 

Resources for food and shelter and other help:  

Hope of the Valley  
6425 Tyrone Ave, Van Nuys   818-804-5507 

SOVA Valley Food Pantry  
16439 Vanowen St, Van Nuys   818-988-7682 

North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry  
4390 Colfax Ave, North Hollywood   818-980-1657 

Valley Food Pantry  
12701 Van Nuys Blvd, North Hollywood   818-510-4140 

Community Distribution Center  
11350 Saticoy St, North Hollywood   818-759-0616 

mercy as she personally hands 
out Mercy Packs everywhere she 
goes.  See the picture here of  
the camp she  

Please reach out 
to any of the 
‘point people’  
to learn more or find out how you can touch this 
community outreach. 
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♦ Pastor’s Report: Pastor Utecht 
is looking forward to the 
Confirmation of 4 of our young 

people on Sun., August 29!  He will start a new 
confirmation class soon. He has instituted “Pizza 
with Pastor” where he invites congregation 
members to the parsonage for fellowship in small 
groups. He has been exploring other phone options, 
such as using the internet, due to high monthly bills.  

♦ President’s Report: David Seaver discussed the 
Tithe.ly Giving program. Tithe.ly charges $20/month 
fee plus the percentage on each donation.  Heather 
mentioned that less and less people use this option 
anymore.  It may not be worth the cost.  Most 
people are using automated deposit or write a 
check to the church. There was a motion to allow 
David, Heather, and Leslie to look into it and make 
a decision of how to go forward. 

Parking lot rental continues to bring in money. The 
lot will be rented out for $4,000 this Friday through 
early morning on Sunday.  Saturday service folks 
will be sent an email (by Liz) to notify them of limited 
parking. Larry suggested that the Pastor find time to 
visit owners of the Craig Building (who also own the 

Lindora parking lot) to maintain a good relationship since 
they allow us to use their parking lot for no charge 
as we let them park in our lot throughout the week. 

♦ Vice President’s Report: Eric Anderson reported 
that church attendance has dropped slightly during 
the summer months, but this is not unusual.  There 
will be new Usher training Sunday, August 22. 

Eric gave Dorene’s School Board Report: They 
have been working on updating the School 
Employee Handbook. While school is in session, 
the door into the fellowship hall shall remain closed, 
and anyone who enters must wear a mask.  
Confidentiality of school board meetings regarding 
employee issues was discussed.  Enrollment is 
looking hopeful, according to Leslie.  They may 
have 7 (of a possible 10) classes running by January. 

♦ Elders’ Report: Luigi Uwanawich reported that 
the Friday Movie Night was a success (see article and 
pics on page 5).  He asked Council and the church to 
pray for Fay Darmian, whose 2 nieces have been in 
auto accidents in the past three weeks. 

Council highlights ~~~~ August 17, 2021 meeting 
by Council 

Secretary Ann 
McClung 

♦ Treasurer Report: Leslie O’Byrne said the 
Fiscal Year End reports will be completed at 
a later date.  We are still running in the red by 
about $2,000 each month. 

♦ Mary & Martha Report: There will be a 
Mary & Martha Guild meeting September 11. 

♦ Trustee Report: Larry Hanna shared that 
there are some city legal paperwork issues to 
deal with for both the digital sign we are 
trying to install, and the Bingo night we are 
trying to start for the community. Larry is 
working with Rhonda and the Outreach group 
on these 2 issues. 

♦ Christian Education Report: Cindy Hanna 
reported that VBS was a great success.  The 
children who participated all week did a great 
job singing at the Sunday service. VBS was a 
well organized, inclusive event for the church.  
Next in line is Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 12. New Sunday School 
materials may be developed for the 2 to 3 
levels of classes coming this Fall. 

♦ Outreach Committee Report: Rhonda 
Renneker reported that there are some 
roadblocks by the city on the size of the 
digital sign that we were hoping to install on 
the corner.  Dick Robertson has been 
working on this.  We may challenge this issue 
with the City on our 1st Amendment rights.  
The committee is also working with Larry on 
Bingo night details. 

♦ Financial Secretary Report: Heather 
Wolter summarized the July Contributions 
(which are also the year-to-date figures).  The “extra” 
contributions were gathered from:  two Bingo 
nights for $135; VBS donations $1005, $100 
for the organ refurbishment (see article on page 4), 

plus to the general fund, totaling $25,087. 
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Have you ever had the feeling that you 

should share your faith with a friend, but 

you didn’t want to go from being a friend to 

a salesman? Perhaps you felt like you would 

become that one friend that everyone has 

who is trying to sell their latest product or 

scheme to anyone they can get to know. I 

remember having a friend in college who 

everyone really liked, but they were always 

wary of him because he would often corner 

people to pitch anything from a vacation 

selling scheme to his own latest invention. 

So too we are nervous about becoming that 

friend that people like but are always 

wondering when we’re going to make our 

next sales pitch for Jesus. It’s unfortunate, 

but that seems a necessary step in order to 

reach the lost, right? Wrong. 

If the above paragraph sounds at all like your 

idea of sharing the faith, I’d like to offer you 

a whole different paradigm. It is one where 

the evangelist looks not at all like my 

salesman friend, and much more like a man 

we read about in Mark 5. There we hear 

about how this man was possessed by a 

legion of demons and lived among the 

tombs, crazy and out of his mind. Then Jesus 

came along, cast the demons out of him, and 

gave him back his right mind. Then, “as 

[Jesus] was getting into the boat [to leave], 

the man who had been possessed with 

demons begged him that he might be with 

him. And he did not permit him but said to 

him, ‘Go home to your friends and tell them 

how much the Lord has done for you, and 

how he has had mercy on you.’ And he 

went away and began to proclaim in the 

Decapolis how much Jesus had done for 

him, and everyone marveled.” (Mark 5:18-20) 

This man was a true evangelist, eagerly sharing his 

faith with everyone around him. But he was no greasy 

salesman. Instead, he simply shared with them how 

much the Lord had done for him. Thus the difference 

between an evangelist and an ardent salesman is this: 

a salesman wants to sell you something for their own 

benefit, an evangelist wants to share with you what 

they have received so you can benefit too. After all, 

that’s what friends do: They share good things with 

each other. Evangelizing isn’t about being a salesman 

who sells, but a 

friend who 

shares. 

Consider it this 

way: If you found 

an excellent 

restaurant, 

would you tell a 

friend about it? If 

you found an 

inspirational 

video online, 

would you forward it to someone else who might 

enjoy it? If you suffered from some ailment, but 

found a doctor who cured you and you had a friend 

who had the same illness, would you tell them about 

the doctor? If you found a great source of peace and 

strength and joy, the forgiveness of sins, and eternal 

salvation, would you share? Evangelizing needs to be 

nothing more than simply doing what the man from 

Mark 5 did, and share what has been beneficial to 

you. If you are wanting to do more in sharing the 

Gospel (and I hope you are), I would encourage you to 

take the counter-intuitive route of focusing on 

yourself first. Ask, “What has the Lord done for me?” 

Then, follow Jesus’ instructions and go home to your 

friends and tell them how much the Lord has done 

for you, and how He has had mercy on you. 

Pastor Utecht 

by Pastor Titus A. Utecht A Message from Pastor... 

What’s the Difference Between Evangelists and Greasy Salesmen? 

 

a salesman wants 
to sell you something 
for their own benefit, 
an evangelist wants to 
share with you what 
they have received so 
you can benefit too.  


