
The OakleavesThe OakleavesThe OakleavesThe Oakleaves    Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church    June 2021     page 1 

 

 

 

 

The Oakleaves  

 SHERMAN OAKS LUTHERAN CHURCH  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

818-789-0215 ∙ Fax: 818-789-037  ∙  14847 Dickens Street, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

e-mail: shermanoakslutheran@yahoo.com    ∙    www.shermanoakslutheran.org  

J u n e ,  2 0 2 1J u n e ,  2 0 2 1J u n e ,  2 0 2 1    

 

 

Important changes to our 
Worship 

 We hold our services inside our “newly” 
remodeled Sanctuary. 

 We no longer have a special live-stream 
service at 8 a.m., instead, the 10 a.m. live 
service is streamed. 

 We will hold Bible Study in the Fellowship 
Hall on Saturday at 6:15 p.m. and Sunday 
at 8:45 a.m. 

 If you have any questions about any of 
these changes, please reach out to me 
(Pastor Utecht) ~~~~ 818-730-7955. 

Join us! 

Bible Classes 

Saturday - 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. 

Worship & Kids’ school 
 in Person 

Saturday - 5:00 pm   & 

6 pm Kids’ Virtual Saturday 
School—contact Chris Gordon for info. 

 

Sunday - 10:00 am   & 

Kids’ Sunday School nursery-5th gr  

during 10 a.m. service. 

Congregation 
meeting 

Sun., June 13 

All members of Sherman Oaks Lutheran 
Church are encouraged to attend our 
Congregation meeting on Sunday, June 13 
immediately after worship. 

We will vote on the 2021-2022 Budgets for 
the Church and Preschool.  We will also vote 
on Council members, as well as members of 
our Boards/Committees. 

See you in worship and at the meeting! 

National Day of PrayerNational Day of PrayerNational Day of PrayerNational Day of Prayer    

What an intimate and powerful night of prayer over 

our nation we had on May 6.  Thank you for all who 

participated and especially those who lead.  Enjoy 

some of the prayers written and shared by our 

members. 

Maria Marks - Media and the Arts  (page 3) 

Eric Lee - Government (page 3) 

Heather Wolter - Church  (page 4) 

Laura Murcott - Military  (page 5) 

More prayers will be in next month’s Oakleaves. 
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Culmination and the end of the school year is June 11.  We are very excited to be having 
an in-person safe “graduation” ceremony to celebrate the children going to kindergarten.  
There is such joy and fulfillment in seeing the families that have been here for 2- and 3-
years watch their children receive their “job well done.”  Each child will receive a Bible.  
All the children will have an ice cream social in their classrooms to celebrate the end of 
the school year. 

We will be closing the school at 12:00 noon on June 11 to prepare and clear the upstairs classrooms of all 
furniture for the workers to start the repairs from the flood back in February. 

The first day of our summer camp is Thursday, June 17.  Spread the word that we still have room for 
children 2 years to age 6. The teachers are looking forward to changing out the school year curriculum to the 
summer curriculum with their exciting art, games and other fun activities.  SOLCC teachers are faithful and 
awesome at doing God’s work.  This year has been very challenging but the staff was and continues to be 
wonderful with the many challenges that have been required. 

The children love Pastor Utecht!  He is a wonderful teacher of God’s Word.  They are always excited to attend 
Chapel and hear Bible stories displayed on the flannel board and of course we can’t forget about Zippy.  We are so 
blessed and fortunate to have him as our pastor!  Our God is an awesome God!!!! 

We end this year with praises, thankfulness and much gratitude to our Heavenly Father for the many blessings He 
has poured out on our school.  Thank you for all your prayers for the children, their families and staff.   

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

When I think of June a smile comes to me as it seems that 
everything is brighter and happier.  The sun is shining, the 
weather is perfect and everybody seems to be in a better mood.  I hope things will continue feeling more 
normal, as we reflect on the strange situations many of us have been in.  It’s wonderful to have our 
services back in church again.  As I look around, when I am there, more members are attending and 
participating in more activities.  It’s a wonderful sign that we should all be thankful for having such a great 
congregation. 

My most important message for June is that we are planning our first Mary & Martha Guild meeting 
since a year ago March and I am very excited about it.  Have really missed our regular monthly meetings 
and hope we can continue on regular schedule. 

All women in our church are welcome and encouraged to participate as we get started again.  At this 
point we don’t know how much we can plan, but it will be a good start to talk about what we have done in 
the past and what we can do in the future.  The more ladies we have the better ideas we’ll have. 

The meeting will take place on Saturday, June 19 at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We’ll make 
announcements in church also and will have a sign up sheet so we can prepare for coffee and 
refreshments (which will be allowed by that time). 

Looking forward to seeing all of you — and if you have 
any questions please feel free to ask me at church or 
by phone.  I know we have some new members who 
might not know too much about our group.  We would 
love to get you interested in our mission projects. 

God’s blessings to everyone — see you in church!  

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

 Prayer over Media and the Arts 
by Maria Marks 

WE PRAY that the Holy Spirit’s gifts and fruit 

would fill this influential industry so that…   

Our work does not only reflect us, but also God. 

Ephesians 2:10  “For we are His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 

We allow God to speak and minister through the art 

we create and share it with courage and enthusiasm! 

Colossians 3:23  “Whatever you do, do your work 

heartily, as for the Lord, rather than unto men.” 

We pray that we be mindful to our direction and our 

action. 

For us to always remember who has given us our 

ability to dream, to conceive, to write, paint, design, 

speak, teach, influence and make… these are all acts of 

worship. So we pray for our intent in our work to 

always Glorify God. 

1 Peter 4:10  “Each of you should use whatever gift 

you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 

of God’s grace in its various forms.” 

We pray the Holy Spirit’s gifts would inspire the 

creativity, performance and content of writers, 

entertainers, artists, and the media so that 

audiences would hear and see beauty and hear 

Truth. 

Isaiah 26:7-9  We pray as Christians we would not 

have to compromise our faith to get work but 

would be treated equitably in this industry so that 

God would be magnified not mocked, and our 

screens and stages would be engrossed with Spirit-

filled meaningful messages of love, life, and 

liberty. 

Ephesians 4:25 … We pray for the media to always 

speak factually, and truthfully, and defer to no one; 

not being political or partial to any in their research 

and reports. 

Please, God, continue to guide us through our 

journey to emulate Your works, for others to see 

and know You, and feel Your Spirit within them.  

Inspire us to continue, when we are blocked by the 

world, to lay our paths with Your blessings, so that 

we may know that it is Your way to continue. 

Prayer for Government 
(adapted from the Lutheran Book of Prayer) 

Father in Heaven, as we pray for all who are in authority, we thank you for 

the form of government given us in our beloved country. Give us the grace 

to value the officers and the magistrates of our government as those sent 

by You, including President Biden, Governor Newsom, and Mayor Garcetti.  

We pray that You grant, the leaders and judges in our courts, wisdom to 

act with integrity. Instill in us that respect and honor that is due them.  

Lord, endow them with wisdom for their duties, with a spirit of sacrifice 

for the common welfare, with mercy and justice, with uprightness and 

kindliness.  

Correct the evils of selfishness, greed, a vain desire for honor, or abuse 

of power among us as well as in the other governments of the world. Grant 

that the true purposes of government may prevail, safeguarding peace and 

prosperity, so that we may live soberly and uprightly in Your sight and 

have opportunity to tell of You and Your kingdom. These petitions we ask 

in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

by Eric Lee 
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Please join me in prayer for God’s 
churches. 

Dear Heavenly Father, Sovereign Lord, 
we thank and praise you for the bless-
ings You have bestowed on our 
church. Lord, we know you have a 
perfect plan for your people and we 
pray you guide us in helping in that 
effort. You only are in control of all 
things, Lord, and this has been very 
evident in the recent years here at 
SOLC. For two years we searched for 
a pastor. Testing us, we began to see 
ways we could help the pastor you 
had chosen for us. We navigated 
through those years learning patience 
and trust in your perfect plan for us. 
We now see that you had chosen a 
pastor for us, but we had to wait until 
he was ready. And then, in the middle 
of a pandemic, you lovingly sent Pastor 
Utrecht and his lovely family to us. 
We thank, praise you for sending such 
a godly man, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
to lead us. 

Lord, thank you also for watching over 
and protecting us through the Covid 
pandemic. You had equipped our con-
gregation with the resources and 
knowledge to connect with our broth-
ers and sister though Zoom in a mean-
ingful way. Your plan for us was to 
provide the means and the wonderful 
skills and determination of our fellow 
members to complete it. We thank 
you for your guidance and love. Please 
continue to bless all the pastors who 
preached for us each week during our 
time of waiting. 

We thank and praise you for Pastor, a 
man deeply rooted in the Word, and 
an example for his flock. We ask that 
our congregation will continue to pray 
for his family. We pray that our con-
gregation and leadership will be con-
scious of allowing Pastor time with his 
family as he works diligently for us. 
We ask that you continue to bless 
their family and that they would feel 
our love, support and appreciation for 
their guidance. 

Lord, we ask that you guide us with 
the Holy Spirit to fill us with wisdom 
to find the best ways we can reach out 
to the lost. The church is committed 
to Your great commission, but You 
know the best way to do this. Con-
tinue to guide our congregation, 
Council and specifically our Outreach 
Committee in this effort. Show us the 
best way to reach those in need and 
fill us with the Holy Spirit to guide us 
to ideas that work and the wisdom to 
know when something is not working. 
Fill our church members with courage 
and spirit to reach out to those in 
need from our church, work, friends 
and those we are yet to meet. Lord, 
please fill us with your truth & love so 
they may see your goodness in us. 

We thank You for shepherding our 
preschool. You provide the means for 
us to continue our work through this 
pandemic. Thank you for our dedi-
cated Administrators and teachers and 
their willingness to put all their effort 
into reaching our children and families 
in the school. To You be the glory for 
our success. 

But not all Your churches have come 
through this year as we have. Many 
small churches struggle. We ask that 
you continue to bless them and build a 
caring community to assist them. 
Please give them wisdom through the 
Holy Spirit. Please guide us to help 
those we can. We thank you Lord for 
your direction. 

Lord, we praise You in blessing us 
with the freedoms to worship You 
without persecution. So many people 
worship in fear, we ask that You pro-
tect them. Change the hearts of those 
who persecute Your people as You 
did with Paul. We ask that You watch 
over all churches and allow them to be 
examples of love and peace to those 
who don’t know You. Lord, send the 
Holy Spirit to build our churches to be 
a beacon of hope for all, and wonder-
ment for those who don’t know you. 

Lord your church is a place of prayer. 
Send the Holy Spirit to help us be de-
voted in prayers for our families and 
friends in church and outside.  Show 
us those who need help, even if too 
timid to ask. Show us how to check in 
with our members who we do not see 
regularly. We are called to be overse-
ers of your flock, and we ask that you 
guide us in providing prayer, love and 
service to those who need help. 

Lord we thank and praise You for con-
tinuing to watch over us and providing 
us with the Holy Spirit. We pray that 
you shepherd our families at church, 
give them grace, strength and protec-
tion as they walk with You. May we 
set aside our differences and focus on 
Your example. Guide us to approach 
our commission with humility and gen-
tleness. Teach us to wait with patience 
for Your leading. We pray that we 
show our gratefulness to you by wor-
shiping faithfully. Fill us with your Holy 
Spirit to make us leaders in Your 
cause, and teach us to trust in Your 
timing and love for us. 

Lord we have seen trials in the past 
years, but we have come out with a 
strong appreciation for your love and 
guidance over us. Through this we 
have learned that no matter what ob-
stacles our way, with You, we will find 
joy. Thank you for calling us to be 
your children and allow us to work on 
your behalf. 

Lord, we thank you and trust in your 
plans for our church. We thank you 
for your many blessings and kindness, 
and faithfulness to us. For it was you 
Lord that brought this wonderfully 
diverse group of sinners to enrich our 
family of believers worshiping you. It is 
you Lord who has chosen to gift us 
with the Holy Spirit and have chosen 
to forgive our sins. And it is with your 
plan that this group of brothers and 
sisters in Christ will love and worship 
you, together, for eternity. To you 
Lord, we give all the glory.  In Jesus’ 
name we pray.  Amen. 

National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2021      CHURCHES  by Heather Wolter  
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Philip & Mwinga Muze  (8 yrs) 6/15 

Pastor & Rianne Utecht (6 yrs) 6/26 

Ali & Samaneh Khalili    (24 yrs) 6/27 

Richard & Tenise Holland (31 yrs) 6/29 

Anna Booher 6/3 

Victoria Anderson 6/8 

Elijah Tankou 6/14 

(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)(Congratulations on the number of years!)    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those celebrating on those celebrating on those celebrating on those celebrating 
their birthday or anniversartheir birthday or anniversartheir birthday or anniversartheir birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     
Marie Hanson 6/16 

Lorraine Salcedo 6/18 

Ann Millgate 6/19 

Jonah Gordon 6/25 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

Prayer over our MilitaryPrayer over our MilitaryPrayer over our MilitaryPrayer over our Military    

Almighty Father, we give thanks to You that in Your 
provision for us You have set institutions in place to 
protect us. We pray specifically for the military, each 
individual member and behind each, the family 
supporting them. We acknowledge and give thanks for 
the sacrifice they make in serving our country. We pray 
with our whole hearts for Your protection over them 
and Your shield around them at all times. 

Father, please guide and direct those who give orders 
so that those orders are lawful. Likewise Father, 
please guide those executing the orders and give them 
discernment so that they may serve without reproach. 
For those who have served and suffer residual 
physical and mental maladies, we pray Father for your 
healing and comfort of their bodies and souls. We give 
thanks for Veterans’ services, the VA Hospital, military 
pastors and all other outreach services that come 
alongside our former and current service members.  

We pray for the physical protection of our military 
installations around the world that You would protect 
those facilities from harmful incursions by those who 
seek to destroy. Please be with military families that 
bear the burden of missed holidays, birthdays, and the 
joys and sorrows of everyday living. Please be with the 
married couples in the military – we pray that 
deployments and years apart do not render the ties of 
their marital vows.  

Finally, Father, please walk with each individual 
member of the military. We give thanks for the 
assurances you offer us and pray that each service 
member feels the joy and the peace that surpasses 
understanding. Amen.  

by Laura Murcott 

Coming: 

Vacation Bible 
School 

July 19-23 
Discover on 
Adventure 

Island  

Join us this July for our in-person 
adventures where children will enjoy a fun, 
energizing, Bible-based good time on 
their quest for God’s great light.  Explorers 
will participate in interactive Bible lessons, 
examine the wonders of God’s creation 
during the science time, make their own 
art projects in the craft station, learn new 
songs, and play games during our time 
together. 

We will meet each day, 

Monday, July 19 – 
Friday, July 23 

3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Our program is 

designed for ages 4-11. 

The cost for this entire exciting week, 
including a t-shirt, is only $10 per child. 

To register, to find out more about VBS, or 
to volunteer, email the church office at  

shermanoakslutheran@yahoo.com   or  
call 818-789-0215. 
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Mercy Packs 
- our WHOLE church ministry to LA’s 
needy and homeless communities 

A Mercy Pack is a gallon zip lock bag filled with 
daily care items and/or food staples with a 
gospel encouragement. When Covid began, we 
quickly emptied ALL of the food, supply shelves 
and took them to LSS. We hoped the pandemic 
would end soon. However, we will now begin 
again the process of refilling all of our supplies.  

Please prayerfully consider donating supplies 
from the list. Drop them in the expanded Mercy 
Packs Station in the Fellowship Hall, right 
across from the mailboxes. It is set up as self 
service. The blue baskets will be labeled. If you 
have time to sort any donations you bring in, it 
helps keep things neat and ready. Otherwise, 
just drop them on the stage and someone will 
sort them. Cases of water should be left intact 
and put on next to the Mercy Pack Station. 
Once we have enough supplies restocked, we 
will plan a Covid safe Packing Party. 

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”    Phil. 4:19  

Items in BOLD (below) are things we REALLY need, 
prior to a new packing party!! 

by Chris Gordon 

Learn more about this 

ministry at 
childrenshungerfund.org.   

Our June work date is still to be announced. 

Location: 13931 
Balboa Blvd., 

Sylmar, 91342 

Be sure to register 
online ASAP. You 
will need to 
complete a waiver 
online or print it 
and bring it with 

you.  Or... let me know you are interested and I will 
help get you set up! 

“They do not say to themselves, ‘Let us fear the LORD our God, who gives 
autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular weeks of 

harvest.’”   -Jeremiah 5:24 
 

Let’s give thanks to those who have given their time and 

talents here at SOLC in May.  Thanks to: 

7 all who helped with National Day of Prayer.  

7 the trustees for jumping right in on details whenever needed! 

7 all who have made indoor services safe and possible again.  

7 Jessica and Cyrus for their donation to the drive up baby 
shower for foster mom, Rebecca.  (see article on page 7) 

7 Dick Robertson for not giving up on the Electronic Sign 
project! 

7 Ann McClung for making baptismal receptions so special with 
treats and decor! 

7 Pastor for hosting a “Kids Edition of Ask the Pastor” for our 
Saturday School class.  The kids LOVED getting their deep 
questions answered by you! 

7 Liz for your hard work on the Oakleaves each month. 

If there is anyone out there you feel deserves “thanks” for giving 
their time and talents to the church, please email me at 

brei04@hotmail.com. 

by Breilyn Brantley 

Items Needed for the Mercy Packs:  

Small water bottles or juice bags 

toothpaste (travel size) & toothbrushes 

adult socks & thin gloves 

cups of fruit or apple sauce 

fruit bars & granola bars 

pop tops: tuna fish, spam or Spagettios 

packets of tuna, cookies  

peanut butter (or plain) cracker packs 

spoons, forks & napkins 

zip-lock gallon baggies 

hygiene items: body wash, deodorant, 
small bars of soap, shampoo,  

conditioners, and women’s menstrual  
products and small brushes/combs. 

Our April team at CHF...first timers 
include:  Evelyn, Laurel, Anna, 
Sammi and Tahirih. 

Our May team at CHF...first timers include:  Rianne, friend Clyde, Heather, Diane.Rianne, friend Clyde, Heather, Diane.Rianne, friend Clyde, Heather, Diane.   

Organizer: Chris Gordon text me at 818-625-5110 

or   animator95@sbcglobal.net  
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Council highlights ~~~~ May 18, 2021 meeting 

♦ Pastor’s Report:  Pastor 
Utecht brought a request from an 

AA group to use our Fellowship Hall.  After 
discussion, Council decided that this is not a 
good time to bring groups inside. He continues 
to evaluate services and work on bringing new 
and old members back to in-person services. 

♦ Financial Secretary Report: Heather Wolter 
summarized the account totals for contributions.   

♦ Treasurer Report:  Leslie O’Byrne presented 
the Profit and Loss Performance Report, 
Financial Institution Report, Contribution 
Accumulation Report and the proposed 2021-
2022 church budget.  The budget will be 
presented to the congregation meeting on 
Sunday, June 13.  The budget is currently in the 
red by $47,696.  Eric Anderson joined as the 
new Vice-President to work with Leslie, Heather, 
and Liz on the financials. 

♦ School Board Report: Heather Wolter 
discussed the enrollment data and hopes for an 
increase in students. The school tithe is about 
$40,000 less than in past years which is why the 
church budget is so tight.  There is $10,000 in 
undesignated funds that will be used at the 
discretion of the school, depending on needs. 

♦ Trustee Report:  Larry Hanna is working on  
bids for new flooring, on the second floor of the 
school, due to the plumbing leak resulting in 
water damage. We will end up with better floors 
once all is complete.  There are plans to 

landscape the front of the church, as well 
as a few items in preparation for the 
remodeled sanctuary dedication (TBD).  
Leslie brought up the security system 
cameras are not working.  In addition, we 
need to activate the fobs and keycards. 
Larry will look into it. 

♦ Christian Education Report:  Cindy 
Hanna confirmed VBS will run July 19-23 
with an Adventure Island theme.  It will be a 
smaller production than normal, but help is 
still needed.  See Cindy to volunteer. 

♦ Outreach Committee Report:  Rhonda 
Renneker reported that the National Day of 
Prayer was a success.  (See the prayers through 

this Oakleaves.) She also wanted to note that 
the budgeted Outreach line has been 
significantly decreased.  The council 
assured her, and the committee, that they 
will vote on requests coming to Council 
needing financial support. 

♦ President ’s Report: David Seaver 
reminded Council that the June 15 meeting 
will be in person.  He reminded those who 
make purchases using the church credit 
card needs to notify him in advance. 

♦ Old Business:  We are getting closer to 
having a Church digital sign.  Permits from 
the City are in the works, with the Dick 
Robertson leading the charge. 

by Council Secretary Ann McClung 

 Laurel and I were blessed to deliver this drive-
by baby shower to a young mom; who is a 
‘graduate’ of the foster system herself and is 
now expecting a baby girl. 

Please pray for Rebecca and baby Yonce, 
due any day. 

If you would like to be 
part of this ministry or 
just learn more, please 
reach out to Chris Gordon. 

(Pic: top middle are the duffle bags 
filled with clothing and hygiene 

supplies for kids going to  
emergency placements.) 

Ministry Update 
by Chris 
Gordon 
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A few weeks ago I happened to come across a 
recruitment page for a men’s organization called 
“The Strenuous Life.” The name of the group 
was based off of a Theodore Roosevelt quote: “I 
wish to preach, not the doctrine of ignoble ease, 
but the doctrine of the strenuous life.” The most 
concise definition of this group is this: “The 
Strenuous Life is a platform for those who wish 
to revolt against our age of ease, comfort, and 
existential weightlessness.” Instead of living a 
life of shallowly skimming social media and living 
selfishly, becoming a member of The Strenuous 
Life is a challenge to strengthen body, mind, and 
soul, all for the purpose of living purposefully 
and to benefit others. “The Strenuous Life is a 
revolt against the self-indulgent ethos that only 
looks out for oneself… Selfless 
self-improvement is our mantra.” 

As I read through the information 
about the organization, I found it 
quite alluring—There is 
something noble and appealing 
to such a life, even though it is 
not easy! Yet as I read a little bit 
further, I soon found myself 
thinking “The Strenuous Life is in 
so many ways the Christian life! 
… I wonder how well Christians 
know that such a noble, high, 
sacrificial, challenging and yet 
rewarding life is exactly what 
Jesus has called us to?” Is this not the call of our 
Savior? Ponder His words “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.” (Matt. 16:24) Thus 
we might say that the Christian life is “The Cross 
Life.” Jesus is our leader, and though He was 
the very Son of God and could have lived the 
greatest life of ignoble ease and pleasure, He 
scorned it in order that He might suffer and give 
of Himself for us. Having been redeemed by 
Him, we are now called to “The Cross Life” as 
we follow in the footsteps of Christ. Sacrificial 
love in the name of Christ is our mantra. 

“The Cross Life” is not easy. If you wish a life of 
“ignoble ease,” you will not find it in Christ. But it 
is a life of great joy and purpose, a life far higher 
and more meaningful than simple self-
gratification. As Jesus promises “For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it.” (Matt. 
16:25) Indeed, as we look at the heroes of the 
faith from all eras, we find that the “greatest in 
the kingdom” are not the ones seated 
comfortably on a throne with a drink in their 
hand and a feast spread before them, but they 
are those who lived the sacrificial life of a 
servant. (Matt. 23:11) Consider for example the 
apostle Paul. His induction into “The Cross Life” 
featured God telling Ananias to visit Paul, “For I 

will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my 
name.” Paul did endure much 
agony for the sake of Christ, yet in 
the midst of it reflected “For 
[Christ’s] sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ.” (Phil. 3:8-9) What 
is more, he observed that for those 
who belonged to “The Cross Life,” 
“We rejoice in our sufferings...” (Rom. 
5:3-5) “The Cross Life” was not 
easy, but it was worth it, and even 
the sufferings led to joy. 

So too I pray that you may heed the call to “The 
Cross Life.” Indeed, I know that you already 
have! All Christians do suffer for the sake of the 
Gospel and out of sacrificial love for their 
neighbor, and yet all Christians do so 
imperfectly. We all have the moments where our 
crosses are shrugged off for the sake of 
pleasure.  Yet even though these failures and 
moments of ignoble ease arise, our founder and 
Savior from His cross forgives these faults and 
calls us ever again to deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, follow Him, and live “The Cross Life.” 

Pastor Utecht 

A Message from Pastor... by Pastor Titus A. Utecht 

 

 

 


