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The Oakleaves  

 SHERMAN OAKS LUTHERAN CHURCH    The  Lutheran  Church—Missouri  Synod 
818-789-0215  ∙  Fax: 818-789-037   ∙   14847 Dickens Street,  Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

e-mail:  shermanoakslutheran@yahoo.com       ∙       www.shermanoakslutheran.org   

The Elders cell phone number for prayer concerns is:  818-730-7955. 

June, 2020June, 2020June, 2020June, 2020    
 

 

We praise the Lord he has accepted our Call! 

Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church has been 
given (on 4/29/2020), by Concordia Theological 

Seminary - Fort Wayne (Indiana), the 
placement of recent (5/22/2020) seminary graduate 

Titus Utecht, 
as our next Pastor!!! 

We look forward to meeting 

Titus, his wife, Rianne, and 2 small daughters, 

and learning more about them!   

Please keep Titus and his family in your 
prayers for the exciting days ahead readying 

themselves for their move to California—and to us!!! 
 

Our English District Bishop: 
The Rev. Dr. Jamison J. Hardy 

will be present to officiate at the Ordination. 

If we cannot be together (or even if we can), the service 
will be live streamed via Facebook and http://

www.sundaystreams.com/go/ShermanOaksLutheran 

Please join us for the Thursday night Bible 
study as we continue learning about 

Christ establishing the Church in 

Acts.  

6:30 p.m.  Virtual coffee & fellowship 

6:45-7:00 p.m. Login to the Zoom meeting 

If you have joined us before online, you will 
automatically receive an invitation.  If you have 
not and would like the invitation, please email 
Mike Renneker at renndog@gmail.com and let 
him know you want to join in. He will send you 
the link and information on how to join. I hope 
you can join us every Thursday night! 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Book Study on Acts 

Hope to Virtually “seeee” You  

on Thursday! 

Thursday night Virtual  
Bible Study — Everyone is Welcome  
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Praise God for His faithfulness!  The teachers have become proficient at using the Zoom 
application for teaching and having meetings.  The School Board found it best to remain 
closed in June but to continue monitoring the protocol for reopening the preschool. Even 

with the school closed, parents needing preschool are contacting us and asking for tours.  

The staff is taking advantage of this time by renewing all the annual training required for preschool teachers. 
Did you know they have Zoom meetings for First Aid and CPR?  What will they think of next? 

Please remain in prayer for good health, continued employment and new employment for our families. Please 
pray for wisdom and guidance as the School Board prayerfully makes the decision regarding when to reopen 
the preschool.   

The LORD replied, “Look around at the nations; look and be amazed! For I am doing something in your own day, 

something you wouldn’t believe even if someone told you about it.”  Habakkuk 1:5 (NLT) 

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

Welcome to a beautiful June!  Hope all are 
well—remembering everyone with lots of 
prayers and thoughts.  We have a lot to look 
forward to especially attending church and 
meeting our new pastor!  Pray that it will be 
soon. 

One of my wonderful nieces in New York 
sent me a prayer which truly moved me and 
I wanted to share with everyone.  It seemed 
particularly fitting and hope it is moving to 
all.   

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center by Diane Nixon, Director  

 

Be At PeaceBe At PeaceBe At Peace   

Do not look forward in fear to the changes in life; 
rather look to them with full hope that as they arise, 
God, whose very own you are, will lead you safely 
through all things; and when you cannot stand it, you 

will be carried in God’s arms.   

Do not fear what may happen tomorrow; the same 
everlasting God who cares for you today will take 
care of you then and everyday.  God will either shield 
you from suffering or will give you unfailing strength 

to bear it.   

Be at peace and put aside all anxious thoughts and 

imaginations.     —St. Francis DeSales 

Sunday School and Saturday School  
via Zoom!!! 

 

Thanks to our wonderful team of Anna Booher, Chris 
Gordon, Jessica Hanna, and Sonia Uwanawich for 
providing lessons for our children via Zoom!   

Join us in our online Sunday school at 11:30 
a.m. (nursery—1st grade) and Saturday school at 
6:00 p.m. (2nd grade–5th grade).  

Look for the email with instructions on how to join and 
instructions for materials to download. If you do not 
receive an email by Saturday afternoon, please 
contact Chris at animator95@sbcglobal.net and we will get 
you added!  May joy and peace be with you all.  

Saturday night (5 p.m.) and Sunday morning (10 a.m.)  

services will be live streamed on the church 
website (where you can look up past services and 

watch those, too.) AND on Facebook!!! 

www.shermanoakslutheran.org 
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Mike and Lisa, LSS church reps , 
(818) 784-5707 

Jan Maseda, LSS Director, (818) 
901-9480 ext. 110 

With mixed feelings we say 
good-bye to our dear friend 
Debbie Pinto.  Many of you may 
only know Debbie as the 
financial secretary or the 
woman who makes 
announcements at the end of 
the service, but oh, she is so 
much more! 

It was 1998, when Debbie and 
Kirstin joined our congregation, 
that we began to see her true servant heart as she 
continuously became involved in the many, many 
aspects of Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church.  Over 
these past 22 years Debbie has served on the 
Christian Education Board, Altar Guild, participated in 
Kids for Christ (KFC) and Mom’s Bible studies.  She 
also was Christian Ed chair, Sunday School teacher 
and Christmas Program director.  She has been a 
director of Vacation Bible School (VBS), as well as a 
teacher and decoration volunteer.  She chaperoned 
youth to/at the National Youth Convention/Gathering 
– twice.  She headed the Christmas decorating 
committee, has been a greeter and reader at both 
Saturday and Sunday services as well as the organizer 
of the greeter’s calendar.  Debbie has been a 
recruiter for all areas of the church and has been part 
of the nominating committee, chimes choir, the 
Pastoral call committee, Bible Studies, and a dedicated 
participant at work parties.  She is currently the 
Financial Secretary and Stewardship chair, as well as, a 
vital “corporate memory” to the SOLC Council, 
reminding them of upcoming monthly responsibilities.   

Even more to be missed will be her heart to 
personally serve others.  Debbie’s chosen occupation 
has always been to serve others through nursing.  In 
the last several years she has demonstrated that as 
the Director of Nurses at a home care agency. That 
caring heart has been seen repeatedly as she 
supported many members while they were admitted 
to hospitals/ER at all hours, and readily shares her 
knowledge with families in search of home care 

The SOLC Prayer Chain has been 
very active during this corona virus time!  
This is a wonderful way to stay connected 
and do what God has called us to do - be 
a 'house of prayer!'  You may submit 
prayer requests to Chris Gordon at  
animator95@sbcglobal.net  where we have a 
dedicated group of prayer warriors lift 
your needs to the Lord.   

If you would like to be on the list to 
RECEIVE the requests of others so you 
too can lift them in prayer, let Chris know 
the best email for you to be added to the 
mailings.  ALL prayer requests are to 
remain confidential. 

service advice.  Debbie has gone grocery shopping for 
members, taken them to doctor visits, driven them to 
and from church and has been a support, as best she 

could, to any who have asked.   

As we have all heard before, the church 
is not the building, but it is the people 
that serve within that make the 
church.  Debbie’s desire to serve God 
is an example for all of us.  Working 
together in service over the years has 
brought us together as family.  It is the 
love of family that makes us sad to see 
her go, but also makes us rejoice with 
her as she makes this move to 
Washington state to be near her 
daughter, Kirsten. 

It is with our heartfelt love, and 
appreciation that we send this “good 

and faithful servant,” Debbie, off to her new 
journey in life. May God protect her and bless her 
always. 

Submitted by: Heather Wolter and Leslie O’Byrne 
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G i v e   W h o l l y  
Through Jesus’ sacrifice, 

our sins have been forgiven 
and our salvation has been secured. As 

Christian stewards, we are called upon to offer our 
lives to God just as our Savior did for us. The Word 
says: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship.”  (Romans 12:1)  

A similar teaching appears in 1 Peter: “As you 
come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans 
but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, 
like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.”  (1 Peter 2:4-5)  

Earthly commitments – school, work, family, 
friends – often distract us from giving ourselves 
wholly to God. But Paul reminds us that Jesus did 
not give Himself for us only in part.  Therefore, we 
should not give back to Him only in part.  

 

In other words, we should not give of our time, 
talents and treasures only on Sunday mornings, but 
every day.  No matter what we’re doing – exercising, 
eating, relaxing – it should be pleasing to God, 
because it is all a gift from Him. As it is written, 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human 
masters.”  (Colossians 3:23)  

During this unprecedented time, a period we could 
have never anticipated nor prepared for, we may 
find ourselves with more time on our hands than we 
are accustomed. In those quiet moments, rather 
than giving ourselves over to anxiety or boredom, 
let’s choose to give ourselves over to God. For every 
minute, every breath, is a gift from Him.  

 

Don’t forget:  despite the current schedule of no in-
person worship services, you can still support SOLC 
by mailing offerings to the church, downloading the 
Tithe.ly app., online “bill pay” through your bank, or 
giving online at www.shermanoakslutheran.org.  

by Andréa Vasilo 

Our worship services  
are broadcast LIVE 

on the World Wide Web… 
 

Share the great news with 
your friends and relatives all 

around the world at… 
 

http://www.sundaystreams.com/go/ 
ShermanOaksLutheran 

 

Whether you are home ill or in another state you can 

“worship” with us from afar on your computer screen! 

Check us out on  

Saturdays-5 p.m.  ~~~~  Sundays-10 a.m. 

  

Let’s have some 

FellowshipFellowshipFellowshipFellowship!.. 

...Virtual Fellowship 
 that is! 

This Sunday, at 1 p.m. 

For those who have joined us on a 
zoom meeting, you will automatically 
be sent an email at 12:45 pm. 

If you have not, make sure that Mike 
Renneker has your email address by 

12:45 p.m.  (send your email address to 

renndog@gmail.com) 

We will be able to see each other 
and chat.  We will Virtually “see” 
you this Sunday afternoon! 
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Philip & Mwinga Muze (12 yrs) 6/15 

Ali & Samaneh Khalili (9 yrs) 6/27 

Richard & Tenise Holland (23 yrs) 6/29    

Anna Booher 6/3 

Victoria Anderson 6/8 

Elijah Tankou 6/14 

Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 

celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

This is a free service for our Preschool parents, Church members, and friends.  

Please bring your boxes of material you wish to be shredded on Monday, June 22 
or Tuesday, June 23, to the preschool gate, where you will be let in and can put 
your “shreddables” under cover! 

The company we are using sends a truck which shreds the items on the spot. 

Questions can be directed to Diane Nixon on her cell phone  
you can text or call her at (919) 486-5885. 

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     
Marie Hanson 6/16 

Lorraine Salcedo 6/18 

Ann Millgate 6/19 

Jonah Gordon 6/25 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

Worship Helpers in June: 

Altar Guild Inga Windsor 

Serving Elder Jeff Gordon 

 Gospel on Father’s Day June 21 
Gospel on June 14 
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I will give thanks to the LORD because of his 
righteousness; I will sing the praises of the name of the 

LORD Most High. ”  

Let’s take time out to give thanks to those who have 
given their time and talents here at SOLC in the 
month of May. 

Altar Guild   Fay Darmian & Sammy Khalili  

Serving Elder   Larry Nixon 

Our spec ia l  thanks to . . .  

5 Debbie Pinto for all she has done for the 
church over the years.  She served on many 
committees, including the church council, and 
volunteered to help others whenever she could. 
We wish you well on your move and future 
endeavors.   

5 Rev. Poul Eric Norgaard for doing a great job on 
our online services.  

5 All who keep the church going with the 
continued online services.  A special thank you to 
Mike Renneker for coordinating all the music and 
social media he does now. He also coordinates all 
the zoom meetings. We appreciate all your help 
Mike.  

5 I hope someone is sewing together a SUPERMAN 
cape for Mike Renneker, as he has JOYFULLY put 
in countless hours to keep us all connected and 
worshipping during this Stay At Home time.  I 
personally want to thank Mike for faithfully 
setting up the Thursday night bible study with 
technology and pulling our tech together for the 
National Day of Prayer! (Chris & Jeff) 

5 What a blessing to have such gifted singers/
musicians going the extra mile to bless our online 
worship services…Thanks Tiffany, Tenise, Elaine, 
Kari, Kam, Hope, Asmik, and of course, Mike! 

5 The call committee for all the hard work they did  
to get us a Pastor.  Now their work is done, and 
we can rejoice for our new pastor, Titus Utecht.  

5 Sat. & Sun. School Teachers-via Zoom  
Chris Gordon, Sonia Uwanawich, Anna Booher, 
Jessica Hanna, & Cindy Hanna. 

by Breilyn Brantley 

-Psalm 7:17 

'The Lutheran Hour '   
Lutheran Hour Ministries has announced the 
addition of a new radio station to broadcast 
The Lutheran Hour® in the Los Angeles, 
CA market.  The coverage, spans up to 30 
miles from Glendale, CA.  You can listen to a 
message from the Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, 
Speaker of The Lutheran Hour, every 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. on KKLA/99.5 
FM. 

Now Airing  

on KKLA/ 

99.5 FM... 

5 Every parent dealing with yet another Zoom so 
we can see the precious faces of the SOLC 
children for both Saturday and School School 
online!  WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU! 

5 Diane Nixon, who is determined to be sure the 
Preschool families have all the up to date tech info 
and feel welcomed into the church during this 
time. 

5 Elaine Werner for cleaning out the pews, by 
putting away the Bibles and hymnals until we can 
worship together again! 

5 Those who helped get together the communion 
packets to give to our church members, May 31.   

If there is anyone out there you feel deserves “thanks” for 
giving their time and talents to the church, please email me at 

brei04@hotmail.com. 
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KFUO.org broadcasts live chapel 
services from the 
LCMS (Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod) 

International Center 
at 10 a.m. Central 
time each 
weekday. 

Sermons are also archived online to listen at any time. 

Listen to  KFUO.org  podcast !  

As the night continued, we joined together in 
unison lead by Debbie and Dick, reciting the 
National Prayer which had been prayed in ALL 50 
states throughout the day. Powerful!   

Next the strong line-up of prayer warriors prayed 
over the 7 Mountains of Influence in our Nation:  
Larry N - Government; Laura - Military; Nick - 
Business; Maria - Media Arts; Charlotte - 
Education; Sandra - Family; and Rhonda - the 
Church.  Finally, we broke into small groups and 
prayed over personal requests.  The event 
wrapped with Mike singing an original song he 
had written for this intimate gathering of prayer.  

To God be the Glory! 

Our outreach into the 
community continued 
throughout May, with 
donations being collected 
on the doorstep of the 
Gordon’s home and 
delivered to LSS - 
Lutheran Social Services.  
They are most in 
need of exactly 
what we have been 
collecting: 

Until SOLC opens its doors safely again, you are 
encouraged to drop items at the Gordon’s any 
time, 5807 Willis Ave., Sherman Oaks, 91411.  
We will take them to the North Hollywood LSS.  
Otherwise, keep gathering and we will start back 
up with our own Mercy Packs once we gather 
again….praying that will be soon! 

Remember your monetary donations can be 
made through our church or at www.lsssc.org/
location/san-fernando-valley 

Items Needed for LSS:  

♥ Travel size hygiene products:  bars of 
soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, women’s products 

♥ Protein bars, tuna, canned/packaged 
meats 

♥ Individually wrapped snacks 

♥ Any canned food with pop tops 

♥ Juice boxes 

♥ Water bottles 

♥ Boxed or canned goods to fill pantries 

♥ Sunscreen  

♥ Clothing in decent shape 

 
The Gordon’s front porch 

National Day of Prayer wrap-up  

Approximately 344 days until NEXT year’s 
National Day of Prayer!  This year’s gathering, 
while different, did NOT disappoint!  SOLC came 
together strong in a Zoom format with visitors 
joining in to Pray God’s Glory Across the Earth 
on Thursday, May 6.  Luigi opened the night with 
a devotion on Habakkuk 2:14… “For the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  

The Holy Spirit moved through all who stepped 
up to lead us through this special evening, 
starting with 2 of our children: Caydence and 
Carl, who lead the pledges and shared prayers 
for America.  

Sonia took us into a time of personal repentance 
through silent prayer to ready our hearts.  We 
were blessed to have Desiree Norgaard share a 
prayer for this challenging time of pandemic and 
Pastor Norgaard gave an insightful message 
regarding God’s glory. 
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Last month was the debut of this new column in The Oakleaves. Here’s a 
way, while we are in quarantine, to connect with our Church family. Enjoy! 

Thank you to everyone who wrote letters to 
Kami’s parents and brother. We received so 
many letters and notes that we had to 
forward them in 3 different batches.  Kami 
touched so many lives and the love for him 
and his Christian example is reflected in the 
letters. 

Reaching Kami’s Muslim parents and brother 
with the love of Christ is exactly what we are 
called to do as we "go the ends of the earth" 
and proclaim the Gospel.  Kami wanted 
nothing more than to have is family hear the 
Gospel and believe in our Lord. Continue to 
pray that these seeds will take root and grow 
not only for Kami’s family but all who hear 
and are moved by the Holy Spirit.  

 From Gary Apgar (May 3, 2020) 
 

Pandemic COVID-19 is very bad for older people, 
especially with underlying conditions, as most 
people are over 50 years of age.  Kami’s death 
showed how susceptible “at risk folks” are. 

I have not been away from home since March 19.  
Debbie Pinto has left me with store food, about 

Our Dear 
Brother in 

Christ...Kami 

Born  ~~~~ 
March 30 

Baptized  ~~~~ 
October 13, 

1996 

Died ~~~~ April 4 

Burial  ~~~~ 
April 16 

Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, 

Hollywood Hills  

I was honored to be present at Kami’s burial and I 
will never forget the clarity and boldness of Christ's 
name being proclaimed to the Muslim community 
here and on the other side of the world. Kami's 
good friend, Shawn, did an incredible job of 
honoring Kami, his family and most importantly, 
Jesus.  

What a perfect lesson to learn as we study, in Acts, 
how Paul met non-believers where they were, 
respecting them and their customs while teaching 
the Gospel. I pray that God uses this lesson to take 
root in out own lives and helps us to spread the 
Good News in the same, God honoring and 
respectful way. Thank you, Liz, for making the 
letters sent to Kami’s family possible. 

-Jeff Gordon 

once per week.  Also, Ralphs food delivery is 
working better...pretty much same day 
delivery now. 

I’m glad that our new pastor Utecht will be 
here soon.  The church’s modification will 
be in process which will take a while to 
finish.   

Keep safe! 


