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After 2 years without 
a full time pastor in 

May, 2020 the LCMS District Presidents placed 

Titus Utecht at Sherman Oaks Lutheran 

Church as our “new” Pastor! 

Titus has his Master of Divinity degree from 
Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.  He comes from a long line of Ordained 
LCMS ministers.  Titus, his wife, Rianne, and 2 
small daughters:  Akyra & Hephzibah, and Zephyra 
who was born Oct. 6, 2020! 

1st “Annual?” Drive-Thru Living 
Nativity  Notice the Holy Family! -The 

Utechts!  (More pictures from the Living Nativity 

are on the next pages!) 

Thursday, Dec. 31 
Live Streamed 

Worship at 6 pm 

 

“I lift up my eyes 

to the Hills - 

WHERE does my 

HelpHelpHelp   
come from? 

My Help comes 

from the Lord.”from the Lord.”from the Lord.”   

Psalm 121:1-2 

Sanctuary Renovations:  reupholstered & refinished pews, 
communion rails & altar cleaned, pipe organ serviced, new cables-
speakers for sound, new lighting, installation of large screen for 
worship, new carpeting, and fresh paint with new colors! 

The Sanctuary 
was remodeled 
during COVID this 
past summer.  Our 

first worship 
service inside was 

Pastor Utecht’s 
ordination.  It 

turned out that was 
the only weekend 
(between March 18 to 

Dec. 31) where 
worship services 

were allowed 
inside, only to 

close back up the 
next day.  

We kept live 
streamed 
worship 

services & 
concert. 
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13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 

Ordina-

tion Pic? 

Titus and 

his dad 

or fam-

ily??? 

  

 

 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger.     Luke 2:15-16 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

   
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

 

 

 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 

 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good  
news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:8-12 

14 “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!” 

 
15 When the 
angels had 
left them and 
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The Visit of the Wise Men 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come 

to pay him homage.” ….. 

8Then Herod he sent them to 
Bethlehem,... 9 When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 
10 When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road.   Matthew 2:1-2, 8a, 9-12 

 

♥ Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the world, 

♥ Emmanuel – God is with us! 

The Names of Jesus:  

♥ Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord! 

♥ Prince of Peace, 

♥ Counselor, 

♥ Messiah, 

♥ Deliverer,  

♥ Wonderful, 

 

  (See the list of helpers 
on page 5.) 
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Fellowship of Care!!! 
During these unprecedented times in the Covid-19 pandemic, Sherman 
Oaks Lutheran Church understands that there may be those among us 
who are financially struggling, such as putting food on the table. 

The church is accepting donations to provide our brothers and sisters in 
Christ with a week’s worth of groceries based on availability. If you are 
in need and would like to make a grocery request, please fill out the form 
at www.fellowshipofcare.com which goes ONLY to Pastor Utecht. Your 
privacy will be kept confidential. The items you request will be 
purchased and dropped off to your home by Pastor Utecht. 

Every dollar that you give will be “matched” from a special fund by an 
anonymous donor. For example, if you give $100, that means that $200 
goes into our SOLC grocery fund. We will continue doing this until our 
matching fund is depleted. 

The total as of 12/1 which has all been matched is: $5,188.75!  
So far, 20 families have been given bags of food—thanks to you! 

Shop at 

smile. 
amazon.com 

Same products, same prices, same services 

as the Amazon you know. (Sign in to 

amazon through smile.amazon so 

SOLC will receive the donation.) 

Amazon donates to Sherman Oaks 

Lutheran Church at 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible purchases.   

An email dated 11/17/2020 notified us that 
SOLC has been issued a $31.04 donation from 
the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of 
AmazonSmile program activity between July 1 
and September 30, 2020.      Thank you! 

Hi Everyone, 

I am Rhonda Renneker. It is my privilege and joy to 
represent the Board of Outreach on Council. As a 
member of Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church since 
1995, it has been such a blessing to see how our 
program has grown over the years. Currently the 
Outreach committee is made up of myself along 
with Tiffany Hegg, Larry and Diane Nixon, Cyrus 
Pan, Tahirih Petryha, Dick Robertson, Laurel 
Seaver, Sandra Uwanawich, Sonia Uwanawich, 
and Randy Vargas. We work closely with the 
Pastor as we come together once a month on 
Zoom to plan and discuss how we can best serve 
our church as well as our community by sharing 
the love of Christ and the good news of His free gift 
of salvation to all. I update the council once a 
month with all of our ideas and activities. 

Some of the activities we have either organized 
and/or supported over the years have been Black 
History month seminars, Saturday Easter Service 
reenactments of Holy Week, Vacation Bible 
School, concert to raise funds for the youth, 
Pumpkin Carving youth event, Sherman Oaks 
Street Fair give-aways, gift baskets for the poor, 
Living Nativity, Christmas caroling, Christmas 
concerts, LSS food pantry, ESL (English as a 
Second Language fellowship), outdoor Bible 
studies outside of our church, prayer gathering 
services, preparing gift bags for visitors/welcoming 
them, Fellowship of Care (currently providing groceries 
for those in need), Servant Keeper database upgrade/
expansion (to track/identify members and visitors), 

advertising including designing/putting up banners, 
sending colorful postcards/ads periodically to the 
community to invite them to church and our activities, 
etc. We are thankful and humbled by your participation 
with us throughout the years. 

Of course Outreach is not merely represented by a 
committee, it is all of us and all of our callings according 
to Scripture. “Go into the world and proclaim the gospel 
to the whole creation.” Mark 16:15  Outreach is a vast 
exciting calling to serve in ways both big and small. The 
opportunities as well as the blessings of service are 
endless! We therefore have identified two types of 
outreach, internal and external. Internal outreach 
involves serving, encouraging and connecting our 
members and visitors inside our church building. 
External outreach involves serving through reaching out 
to the community to those who may not have accepted 
Jesus as their Savior, to share the good news as well as 
to help those in need. Both are greatly needed and are 
highly valued! 

As we work through various projects in the months 
ahead, we whole-heartedly welcome and encourage 
your ideas and your service. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to any of us!  Our goal is to work together in 
unity and love always with our eyes on Jesus to lead us. 
For now we will keep you updated primarily through 
emails and The Oakleaves. We are looking forward to 
the coming year as the new challenges presented with 
Covid have given us even more opportunities to share 
the love of Jesus as our Wonderful Counselor and Great 
Comforter! 

Council Committee Report — Board of Outreach 
by Rhonda 
Renneker 

 

From SOLC Outreach 
Committee 
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Andy & Madde Carpaic  (52 yrs) 1/25 

Carissa Lee 1/4 

Leslie O’Byrne 1/5 

Florence Tankou 1/8 

Ava Pan 1/10 

Jordan Cleary 1/11 

Caleb Gordon 1/14 

Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!Congratulations on the number of years!    

Join us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessingsJoin us in wishing God’s blessings    on those on those on those on those 
celebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversarcelebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:y this month:y this month:y this month:    

B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :B i r t h d a y s :     
Ashley O’Byrne 1/14 

Craig Peterson 1/14 

Tristan Holland 1/18    

Heather Wolter 1/18 

Dick Poliak 1/24 

Adam Yenser 1/25 

Richard Holland 1/26 

Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:Anniversary:    

Miriam Sweet 1/30 

Tenise Holland 1/31 

 
A HUGE 

shout out to Thrivent for totally funding this 
event!  Thanks to the Cindy, Leslie, Tiffany, 
and the Gordons for applying for those grants 
that allowed us to move ahead. 

We are so excited to watch God work on this 
whole Drive-Through Living Nativity!  Adver-
tising by Cyrus’s firm, Liz to our church and 
neighboring churches, and Leslie with our 
Preschoolers past and present.  A searchlight 
served as the star of Bethlehem (thx Larry H).  
Mike, Andréa Vasilo, and Michael Reiser 
teamed up to produce the narrative sound-
track to music delivering the message of hope 
as people drove through. We were blessed to 
have live animals that included: a donkey, 
sheep, a goat and a llama stand-in for the camel… 
all arriving in time. (Live animals added much!) 

The set up team 
was Anthony, 
Maria, Sandra, Jim, 
Ann, Michele M, 
Hope, Jonah, 
Laurel, Jeff, Carl & 
Christian  and all 
who built sets, 
moved hay bales 
and worked on 
lights and sound. 

The Drive Thru Living Nativity was held on 
Saturday, Dec. 19, 5 pm - 7 pm.  The 100+ visitors 
enjoyed a narrative of the Biblical account of 
Christmas as they passed by the 9 stations which 
took about 5 minutes to complete everything—
some even drove through twice! 

Cast of Characters: 

♦ Roman Soldiers:  Larry H. and David S. 

♦ Donkey Owners: Christian and Carl H. 

♦ Inn Keepers: Sandra U, Maria and Danny L. 

♦ Shepherds:  Eric, Dustin L., Bill and Luca B. 

♦ Angels:  Anna, Tiffany, Jessica, Kayla, Akyra 

♦ Stable:  the Utecht Family with Gma’s support 

♦ Wisemen:  Jeff, Luigi and Eric A. 

♦ LSS Donations Table:  Tahirih and friend, Deb 

♦ Drive in, out, and stationed throughout:  Jamie 
C., Nick P., Ann McClung, Chris G., Michele 
McClung, and Laura Murcott. 

♦ Outreach Table:  Sonia and 
Laurel S.  

Behind the scenes:  costumes-
Elaine W., props-Sandra U., 
goodie table for workers-Hope, 
photographer-Jonah, moral 
support-Rhonda. 

Thank you, Pastor Utecht for 
writing a letter inviting all 
attendees to visit us again for 
Christmas services and 
welcoming them into the SOLC 
family. 

 by Chris Gordon 
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On December 8, our Children’s Center Director 
Diane Nixon and her husband, Larry, lost their 
middle son to a traffic accident.  Gordon Nixon 
leaves behind 8 children, 3 of who are under 18.  A 
Go Fund Me page has been set up for the family.  
Contributions given will be used for relocating and 
settling the kids to their new homes, getting them 
ready for the upcoming school year and funeral 
costs.  Whatever you can give is appreciated.  
https://www.gofundme.com/f/gordon-fulton-
nixon-sr-memorial   

Sherman Oaks Lutheran also raised a generous gift 
for food when out of town relatives came in for the 
memorial service.  The Nixon family is appreciative 
of our kindness and for your many prayers.    

Mary & Martha Guild 
 

What is there to say but, God bless everyone for a better and 
healthy NEW YEAR!   

It is hard to believe what happened last year.  Certainly nothing we ever expected and all we can do is 
thank God for getting us through it and hope the nightmare will be over soon.  Everyone has done 
such a wonderful job 
keeping up with so many 
schedules and projects.  
It is so amazing.   

We have such great 
members and I am so 
grateful for everyone.  
Keep it up and we will 
get through it all. 

God’s blessings for a 
wonderful New Year!!! 

by Evelyn Christel 

Children’s Center 
Sympathy to... 

 

Council 
Highlights 

No meeting in 
December 

 

Not this year!  But look at what 

 we are doing instead…. 

The Mary & Martha Guild (LWML) will be holding 

a Marie Callender pie sale Valentines’ Day weekend.  
This fundraiser replaces the “Cookie Walk” event held in February.   

All proceeds will fund our mission projects throughout the year. 

January 17 is the deadline for reserving your pie(s). 

Watch for details in your email and the Church bulletins.   

Non-perishable 
food was also 

collected at the 
Living Nativity 
for Lutheran 

Social Services.  Many 
donations came in for them! 

Lutheran Social Services—
Community Outreach 

Items Needed for LSS:  

♥ Travel size hygiene products:  bars of soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, 
women’s products 

♥ Protein bars, tuna, canned/packaged 
meats 

♥ Individually wrapped snacks 

♥ Any canned food with pop tops 

♥ Juice boxes 

♥ Water bottles 

♥ Boxed or canned goods to fill pantries 

♥ Sunscreen  

♥ Clothing in decent shape 
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Sunday School and Saturday School via Zoom!!! 
 

Thanks to our wonderful team of Anna Booher, Chris Gordon, 
Jessica Hanna, and Sonia Uwanawich for providing lessons for 

our children via Zoom! 

Join us in our online Sunday school at 

11:45 a.m. (nursery—1st grade)  

and Saturday school at 6:00 p.m. (2nd 

grade–5th grade)  

Look for the email with instructions on how to join and instructions 
for materials to download. If you do not receive an email by 
Saturday afternoon, please contact Chris at 
animator95@sbcglobal.net and we will get you added! May joy and 
peace be with you all.  

The SOLC Prayer 
Chain has been very 

active during this time of 
COVID-19 closure! This is a 
wonderful way to stay con-
nected and do what God has 
called us to do - be a ‘house 
of prayer!’ Submit prayer 
requests to Chris Gordon at 
animator95@sbcglobal.net where 
we have a dedicated group 
of prayer warriors lift your 
needs to the Lord.  

If you would like to be on the 
list to RECEIVE the requests 
of others so you too can lift 
them in prayer, let Chris 
know the best email for you 
to be added to the email list.  

ALL prayer requests 
are confidential. 

Recap of Family Christmas Event 

We had a wonderful Family Christmas event via zoom on Sunday, 
December 6.  Our families gathered and showed off some of their 
favorite Christmas decorations.  We played several themed games, 
including “Who’s hiding behind the Christmas tree?” and “What’s in 
the gift package?” Anna Booher led us in several songs including a 
wonderful rendition of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” with each 
family singing a part. Older children were invited afterwards to their 
own breakout group, where they solved a Christmas mystery!  
Thanks to Christian Ed for sponsoring the event! 

Praise the Lord! On September 6, we began offering 
outdoor services, in addition to our normal live-stream. 
These services have been wonderful, especially being 
together in person! 

The outdoor worship service takes place in the courtyard at 

10 a.m. every Sunday.  We follow an order of service that 
is a blend of the Saturday and Sunday services, with a few 
adjustments made for the outdoor setting. Communion is 
offered during this service. 

For those who desire to come but are not comfortable sitting 
in the courtyard, we broadcast the service on a small FM 
transmitter heard within a one block radius. You can 
simply park your car at or near the church and dial your 
radio in to FM 106.9 and listen in your car, just like you 
would listen to the radio.  

We strongly desire to keep everyone 
safe. Please wear a mask and 
maintain physical distancing from 
those outside your family unit. 
Temperature checks and verbal 
screening will be done upon arrival. 
(You may choose to come a bit earlier 
for the check in.) We ask that anyone 
who has a fever or other COVID 
symptoms or who has been in recent 
contact with someone who has tested 
positive for COVID remain at home. 

We continue to broadcast our online 
services at the regular times.  

-Pastor Utecht 

OutdoorOutdoorOutdoor   WorshipWorshipWorship–––Sundays @ 10 Sundays @ 10 Sundays @ 10 amamam   

On line WorshiOn line WorshiOn line Worshippp–––Saturdays @ 5 pm & Saturdays @ 5 pm & Saturdays @ 5 pm & 
Sundays @ 8 amSundays @ 8 amSundays @ 8 am   

by Cindy Hanna 
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How’s that for a sentiment to carry what many are 
thinking these days? 2020 has been a hard year for 
everyone at least in that we have all had to deal with 
COVID. For some, the impact has not been all that 
great, others have faced great hardships in 
everything from health to emotions to finances. Aside 
from COVID, it has been a year of great political 
unrest (more than usual!) and no matter where you 
stand politically you can probably start listing off 
lamentable actions of various leaders. Beyond that, I 
know that many of our fellow brothers and sisters at 
SOLC have suffered various other losses and 
hardships this year. People are just ready to be done 
with 2020, and perhaps you are one of them! 

What we want and need is a clean break, a fresh 
start, a new year. To clean off the old slate and start 
anew. To be free from the failures, mishaps, and 
tragedies of the past. Indeed the new year is a time 
to do just that! Together we all look forward to 
what 2021 will bring, hoping for much better 
things in the year to come. Individually, many of us 
also try to make a new start by making New Year’s 
resolutions about diet, finances, exercise, devotions, 
or the like. All of these things are good, because we 
always need a new start, and a new year gives us 
just that. 

Unfortunately, I have to forewarn you that the 
newness of the new year will quickly fade away. I’m 
going to try my hand as a prophet here and make the 
bold prediction that 2021 will have bad news 
stories. More tragedies will strike. New Year’s 
resolutions will be forgot. The newness will quickly 
be gone, and come February we might once again 
find ourselves hoping for another fresh start. 

Good news! You will get such a fresh start, one 
that provides even more newness than a new 
year. That is because the steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases; His mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is Your faithfulness.  God’s 
mercies are new every morning, and because 
of that, every day is a new start for you! 

Indeed, the new start that our God gives 
with God’s mercy is far greater than what 
we get from a New Year. There is nothing 
inherent in a new year that makes it any 
different from the old one. There is nothing 
magical that happens at midnight on 
December 31st, except that our made up 
calendars start over. The earth crosses 
some particular point on its never-ceasing 
orbit around the sun, no special point in 
particular, but we pretend it is important and 
our minds try to think that things are new. In 
contrast, God gives us a new start with 
His mercy. By God’s forgiveness, He really 
and truly washes away all of the sin and evil 
that have haunted us and makes us new. 
Come January 1st, when you start in on your 
resolutions to live differently, better, and 
new, don’t do so with the confidence that 
you can be new because it’s a new year, but 
because if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. (2 Cor. 5:17) And if, come 
February, those resolutions have failed, 
don’t wait ten months to start again, for 
God’s mercies are new every morning. 

What’s more, as we collectively hope that 
our world will be better in the future than it 
was in 2020, place that hope also in Jesus 
Christ. Anymore it seems that our hope is 
that 2021 will be not as bad as 2020. 

Instead, try hoping in 
Jesus Christ for the day 
when He comes and 
declares “Behold, I am 
making all things new.”.     

(Revelation 21:5) 

This New Year, remember 
the new life and new start 
that you have in the 
mercies of Jesus Christ. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Utecht 

by Pastor Titus Utecht A Message from the Pastor 

 

 

        “Behold, “Behold, “Behold, “Behold,     
                                I amI amI amI am    

        makingmakingmakingmaking    
                all things all things all things all things     
                                new.”new.”new.”new.”    
    

Revelation 21:5Revelation 21:5Revelation 21:5Revelation 21:5    


